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Ben Gonring graduated with high honors from the University of Notre Dame in May 1993, earning a B.A.
in government. He received his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School, graduating with honors
in December 1995. Admitted to the State Bar of Wisconsin in January 1996, began working for the
Wisconsin State Public Defenders (SPD) in June of the same year. He was honored with the agency’s
Outstanding Achievement Award in November 1997. In 2005, he was given Dane County’s Competency
Builder Award, presented for “years of service and dedication to the kids and families of Dane County.”
He was presented in 2009 with the Ervin Bruner Award, given annually to someone in Dane County who
has made “substantial contributions to juvenile justice” over their career. He was further honored by the
SPD in receiving the Rubin Society Award in November 2014. In 2018, the Wisconsin Law Journal named
him a “Leader in the Law.” In 2025, he received Dane County’s Stephen Blue Award for being “a leader
on important issues within the Youth Justice Community.” He has four times been named by Madison
Magazine one of Dane County’s top lawyers in the area of juvenile law. Representing children in both
delinquency and protective services cases, as well as parents in termination-of-parental-rights cases, he has
worked in the youth defense unit of the SPD’s Madison trial office his entire career and has been the head
of that unit since 20009.

Alex Hahn is a staff attorney for the Wisconsin State Public Defenders (SPD). He works in the Racine trial
office and represents both youth in juvenile court and adults in criminal court. Alex served as a high school
history teacher in Atlanta, Georgia, before law school, and is passionate about working with young people.

Abigail Hean, University of Wisconsin Law School 2021, is a staff attorney with the Wisconsin State
Public Defenders’ office in Madison. She focuses on youth and family defense and mental health cases.

Devon Lee started with the Wisconsin State Public Defenders (SPD) in 2001, representing youth in the
Madison trial office. She transferred to the SPD’s appellate division and later served in the SPD’s
administration as the agency’s legal counsel. From 2020 to 2024 she worked as a child welfare attorney at
the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families and is happy to be back as an assistant state public
defender in the appellate division of the SPD.

Allison A. Markoski is an assistant state public defender in the Lancaster trial office. She represents clients
in Iowa, Richland, Crawford, and Grant Counties.

Kate McStay has been an attorney in the Milwaukee youth and mental health office of the Wisconsin State
Public Defenders since 2018. She represents children in delinquency and children-in-need-of-protection-
or-services cases and parents in termination-of-parental-rights cases.

Nicole OstrowskKi is a local attorney manager in the Waukesha County office of the Wisconsin State Public
Defenders (SPD). She received her B.A. in sociology from Illinois Wesleyan University in 2011 and her
J.D. from Marquette University Law School in 2015. Nicole has been recognized as an Emerging Leader
in Youth Defense through the Department of Justice’s Juvenile Rural Access to Training and Expertise
Project (J-RATE), and was a 2024 participant in the Gault Center’s Youth Defense Advocacy Program
Summer Academy. Nicole previously worked as a staff attorney in the SPD’s Winnebago County office.

Gillion Parham has been an assistant state public defender since 2016. She currently works in Waukesha
County and specializes in youth law and criminal defense.
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Michael Queensland, University of Wisconsin Law School 2011, is an attorney in the Wisconsin State
Public Defenders’ Fond du Lac trial office.

Heather Roehr graduated from the University of Minnesota and then from the University of Wisconsin
Law School in 2021. Immediately after graduation, Heather began working at the Wisconsin State Public
Defenders (SPD) in the Wausau trial office. In 2026, Heather became the pretrial motion practice
coordinator for the SPD.
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