
Public Records,
Open Meetings
Update 2026

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .

Program dates start September 2.
Register today!
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Records requests, court decisions, and digital compliance  
Public records and open meetings law continues to evolve as new court 
decisions are reshaping what must be disclosed and how quickly agencies must 
respond. Expanded judicial privacy protections under Act 235 have created 
new redaction and compliance obligations. And emerging technologies are 
raising fresh questions about what constitutes a public record and how existing 
compliance frameworks apply.  

The Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2026 brings practitioners 
together for a focused half-day review of the legal developments, case law, and 
practical issues shaping compliance with Wisconsin’s public records and open 
meetings laws.  Register now! 

HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
•	 Gain practical insight into recent case law developments affecting 

public records access, open meetings compliance, and agency 
response obligations

•	 Develop strategies for handling employment records requests while 
balancing transparency requirements and confidentiality concerns

•	 Implement procedures for complying with judicial privacy statutes, 
required redactions, and related disclosure restrictions under Wis. 
Stat. § 757.07

•	 Better navigate technology-related records requests and emerging 
issues involving electronic communications, digital records, and 
evolving information systems

Co-produced with the Government Lawyers Division 
of the State Bar of Wisconsin

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 Case Law Updates  	
•	 Wisconsin Voters Alliance v. Secord (SCOWIS, anticipated Summer 

2026) – Notice of voter eligibility forms
•	 Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce v. DOJ (Court of Appeals, 

Apr. 29, 2026) – Mandamus claim for delay in responding to 
records requests

•	 Grys-Luecht v. Town of Grant (Circuit Court, anticipated Summer 
2026) – More than 40 public records and open meetings law claims

•	 Invisible Institute v. DOJ (Circuit Court, Apr. 28, 2026; on appeal) – 
DOJ list of approximately 16,000 law enforcement officers

•	 State ex rel. Brattset v. Town of Palmyra (Circuit Court, Nov. 6, 2025) – 
Open meetings law claims involving notices and closed sessions

	 Tom Kamenick

9:20 am	 Employment Records   
•	 Access to and disclosure of law enforcement personnel records 
•	 Handling workplace investigation records and confidentiality 

considerations 
•	 Notice requirements and procedures for releasing employee 

records
	 Scott F. Brown, James M. Carroll

10:10 am	 Break

10:25 am	 Judicial Privacy – Wis. Stat. § 757.07 (Act 235)  
•	 Protecting personal information of judicial officers and immediate 

family members under Wis. Stat. § 757.07
•	 Redacting addresses, phone numbers, and license plate information 

pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 19.36(10)(b)
•	 Completing CS-316/317 forms through the Director of State Courts, 

interagency information sharing, and recent statutory amendments to 
Wis. Stat. § 757.07

	 Holly L. Fulkerson

11:15 am	 Technology and the Public Records Law  
•	 Examining application of public records law to emerging technologies
•	 Explore challenges new technologies present for public records 

compliance and access
•	 Evolving legal and practical considerations in technology-related 

records requests 
	 Paul M. Ferguson

12:05 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE



FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIR  
Peter J. Block, Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office, Milwaukee 

PRESENTERS 
Scott F. Brown, Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel, Milwaukee
James M. Carroll, Buelow Vetter Buikema Olson & Vliet, LLC, Waukesha
Paul M. Ferguson, Wisconsin Attorney General’s Office, Madison

Holly L. Fulkerson, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Madison

Tom Kamenick, Wisconsin Transparency Project, Port Washington

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

LIVE WEBCAST
Wednesday, September 2, 2026 

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Friday, September 11, 2026
Tuesday, September 15, 2026
Monday, September 21, 2026
Saturday, September 26, 2026
Wednesday, September 30, 2026
Thursday, October 8, 2026
Thursday, October 29, 2026
Wednesday, November 11, 2026
Friday, November 27, 2026
Monday, December 7, 2026
Wednesday, December 30, 2026

CREDIT HOURS: 4 CLE credits*

* This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 4 CLE 
credits. It does not qualify for EPR credit. 

CREDITS

The Wisconsin Public Records and Open 
Meetings Handbook
SAVE 25% on The Wisconsin Public Records 
and Open Meetings Handbook.* This practical 
guide covers Wisconsin’s public records and 
open meetings laws from start to finish, giving 
government lawyers, municipal attorneys, and 
practitioners a reliable reference for navigating 
disclosure obligations, exemptions, and compliance 
requirements. Use discount code CA3977 when 
you order online or by calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0199 | BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0199_SUB 

*	Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound editions of this title and cannot be 
applied to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/27. For Books Unbound users, discount 
may be applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound title only and may not be used on the 
purchase of libraries. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers. 

BOOK BONUS – SAVE 25%!

Your Ultimate CLE Upgrade

Elevate your professional development 
journey with Ultimate Pass™. 

Visit wisbar.org/ultimatepass today and 
choose the pass that’s right for you.



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

	 IN-PERSON	 WEBCAST

State Bar Member	 $239	 $269

Nonmember	 $319	 $349

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver	 $0	 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze	 $239	 $0

Passbook Certificate	 1 Certificate	 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. For 
in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are also 
welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees in 
PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days 
prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations,  please contact 
us at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3977     Priority Code:  S4753B

ONLINE: 	 	wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE: 	 	(800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:	 	Visit wisbar.org/regform 
	 	for registration form

Empowering Communities: Maximizing Access 
and Opportunity 2026 
When policies shift or protections are weakened, 
government lawyers and practitioners need to 
understand how those changes affect the clients 
and communities they serve. This program brings 
together practitioners working on the front lines of 
immigration, LGBTQ+ rights, special needs law, and 
disability rights in employment, offering practical 
updates on federal and state developments 
shaping access to rights and services.     

CREDITS:  4 CLE  |  CLE ONDEMAND:  CA3919D    

Wisconsin Governmental Claims & 
Immunities Handbook  
The first resource to compile all relevant 
governmental immunity statutes—state and 
federal—in a single volume. Covers sovereign 
immunity, governmental immunity, discretionary 
immunity, absolute and qualified immunity, 
notice procedures, recreational immunity, and the 
Federal Tort Claims Act. Required reading for both 
plaintiffs’ attorneys and government attorneys 
dealing with claims against governmental entities.     

PRINT BOOK: AK0186  |  BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0186_SUB   

Civil Litigation Forms Library    
Simplify the litigation process and save time with 
the searchable, customizable Civil Litigation Forms 
Library. With a subscription, enjoy 24/7 access 
to more than 215 civil litigation forms, regularly 
updated to comply with the latest statutory 
requirements.

MEMBERS ONLY – ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION:  FSFB3000           

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES


