
Legal Ethics 
2026

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .

Program dates start October 1.
Register today!

3 CLE | 3 EPR
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“What can I disclose when withdrawing from representation? 
“What obligations to former clients continue after a matter ends?”
“When do I have a duty to report another lawyer’s conduct?”

Some ethics questions don’t have obvious answers. 
So don’t miss this update.  
Legal Ethics 2026 examines recent ABA and Wisconsin ethics guidance addressing 
these questions and more. You’ll review developments affecting confidentiality, 
communication obligations, reporting requirements, and other professional 
responsibility issues that attorneys face in real-world practice.  

HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
•	 Review recent Wisconsin ethics guidance, including EF-26-01, and 

understand a lawyer’s reporting obligations under SCR 20:8.3

•	 Identify what information may (and may not) be disclosed when filing a 
motion to withdraw

•	 Apply practical standards for responding to requests from former clients 
and successor counsel while protecting client interests

•	 Recognize common ethics pitfalls and implement best practices for 
complying with Wisconsin’s professional conduct rules

Join ethics thought leaders for a focused review of the opinions and developments 
shaping attorney conduct today.  Register now!

Co-produced with the State Bar of 
Wisconsin Committee on Professional Ethics

Legal
Ethics
2026

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 2026 Ethics Updates  
•	 Review ABA Formal Opinion 519 —Disclosure of Information Relating 

to the Representation in a Motion to Withdraw, SCR 20:1.6 and SCR 
20:1.16(a) and (b) 

•	 Discuss ABA Formal Opinion 520 —A Lawyer’s Obligation to Convey 
Information to a Former Client or Successor Counsel, SCR 20:1.4 and 
SCR 20:1.16(d) 	

	 Moderator: Dean R. Dietrich
	 Panelists: Ben K. Kempinen, Sarah E. Peterson, Timothy J. Pierce, 
	 Stacie H. Rosenzweig

9:45 am	 Break

10:00 am	 2026 Ethics Updates (continued)  
•	 Review recent Wisconsin formal ethics opinions, including EF-26-01—

	 A Lawyer’s Duty Under SCR 20:8.3 
•	 And more 
	 Moderator: Dean R. Dietrich
	 Panelists: Ben K. Kempinen, Sarah E. Peterson, Timothy J. Pierce, 
	 Stacie H. Rosenzweig

11:15 am	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE

FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIRS & PRESENTERS 
Dean R. Dietrich, Weld Riley, S.C., Wausau 

Sarah E. Peterson, State Bar of Wisconsin, Madison

Timothy J. Pierce, State Bar of Wisconsin, Madison

PRESENTERS 
Ben K. Kempinen, University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison 

Stacie H. Rosenzweig, Halling & Cayo, S.C., Milwaukee



DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – MADISON
Thursday, October 1, 2026 
State Bar Center, 5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI 53718

LIVE WEBCAST
Thursday, October 1, 2026

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Friday, October 9, 2026
Thursday, October 15, 2026
Wednesday, October 21, 2026
Tuesday, October 27, 2026
Monday, November 2, 2026
Wednesday, Nov 11, 2026
Thursday, Nov 19, 2026
Tuesday, November 24, 2026
Monday, November 30, 2026
Saturday, December 5, 2026
Wednesday, December 9, 2026
Friday, December 18, 2026
Monday, December 21, 2026
Monday, December 28, 2026
Tuesday, December 29, 2026
Wednesday, December 30, 2026
Thursday, December 31, 2026

CREDIT HOURS:	This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of 
	 Bar Examiners for 3 CLE credits including 3 Ethics and 
	 Professional Responsibility credits.

CREDITS

CAN’T MAKE THE IN-PERSON SEMINAR?
Attend a webcast replay presentation of this program to fulfill your Wisconsin 
Ethics and Professional Responsibility (EPR) reporting requirements. 

Tuesday, January 5, 2027
Thursday, January 14, 2027
Friday, January 22, 2027
Tuesday, January 26, 2027
Thursday, January 28, 2027
Friday, January 29, 2027
Friday, February 12, 2027
Wednesday, March 10, 2027
Wednesday, April 21, 2027
Tuesday, May 4, 2027
Thursday, May 6, 2027
Friday, May 21, 2027
Wed, May 26, 2027
Thursday, June 17, 2027
Tuesday, July 13, 2027
Thursday, August 23, 2027 

Wisconsin Ethics Opinions   
SAVE 25% on Wisconsin Ethics Opinions.*  This 
comprehensive collection of formal ethics opinions 
helps Wisconsin attorneys better understand and 
apply the Rules of Professional Conduct in everyday 
practice. Use discount code CA3987 when you 
order online or by calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0049    BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0049_SUB 

*	Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound® editions 
	 of this title and cannot be applied to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/27. For Books 

Unbound users, discount may be applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound title only and 
	 may not be used on the purchase of libraries. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers.

BOOK BONUS – SAVE 25%!

Ethical dilemma?
Don’t leave it 
to chance.
Call the State Bar of 
Wisconsin’s ethics counsel 
at (608) 229-2017 or 
(800) 254-9154, or visit 
wisbar.org/ethics

This program is 
sponsored by:



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

	 IN-PERSON	 WEBCAST
State Bar Member	 $259	 $289

Nonmember	 $339	 $369

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver	 $0	 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze	 $259	 $0

Passbook Certificate	 1 Certificate	 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 
For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are also 
welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees in 
PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days 
prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations,  please contact 
us at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3987     Priority Code:  S4793B

ONLINE: 	 	wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE: 	 	(800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:	 	Visit wisbar.org/regform 
	 	for registration form

2026 Fall Ethics Webcast Series 
Ethics questions don’t stop after one program. The 2026 
Fall Ethics Webcast Series keeps you current on emerging 
professional responsibility issues, ethics compliance 
challenges, and the latest developments affecting 
Wisconsin attorneys.   

EACH PROGRAM: 1.5 CLE/1.5 EPR | PROGRAM DATES START: Oct. 13, 2026     

2026 AI Summit 
Artificial intelligence is reshaping the practice of law—
and raising new ethical questions along 
the way. Explore the opportunities, risks, and 
practical realities of AI in legal practice at the 
2026 AI Summit.  

CREDITS:  4.5 CLE/1.5 EPR + 3 LPM
WEBCAST REPLAYS:  Sept. 11, 2026 | Oct. 15, 2026       

Wisconsin Attorney’s Desk Reference 2026 
The Wisconsin legal reference attorneys have relied on 
for decades. Keep essential court information, agency 
contacts, filing requirements, and other frequently used 
resources close at hand with the Wisconsin Attorney’s 
Desk Reference 2026. (2-volume set)       

PRINT BOOK:  AK0003E26  |  BOOKS UNBOUND®:  AE0003_SUB

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

With a State Bar of Wisconsin PINNACLE® Ultimate Pass™, 
you can develop the skills you want and earn the credits 
you need – all for one annual fee. Choose from three 
different options that provide flexibility, convenience, 
and cost-savings. 

Visit wisbar.org/ultimatepass to learn more

Limitless legal learning


