
Program dates start February 11.
Register today!
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The Basics of Filing Chapter 7 and Chapter 13     
Economic uncertainty is in the news and on many Americans’ minds right now. And if 
your clients are facing job loss, medical debt, divorce, or accumulating debt, they may 
be wondering if bankruptcy is an option for relief. The Basics of Filing Chapter 7 and 
Chapter 13 examines the core components of consumer bankruptcy law, with a clear, 
practice-oriented introduction to how these cases are built, evaluated, and filed.

How you’ll benefit  
•	 	Feel prepared to take on bankruptcy matters with confidence
•	 Understand how the means test functions and how state and federal 

exemptions differ
•	 Develop the foundational knowledge needed to file a straightforward 

Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 case successfully
•	 Approach intake and early case decisions with a structured framework for 

advising clients
•	 Reduce uncertainty by strengthening your command of core filing 

requirements 

Beyond the Basics of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13     
What begins as a straightforward bankruptcy filing can take a more complex turn 
when divorce, repeat filings, contested matters, or discharge litigation enters the 
picture. Beyond the Basics of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 builds on the foundational 
knowledge of The Basics of Filing Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 with a deeper analysis of 
advanced consumer bankruptcy issues. 

How you’ll benefit  
•	 	Anticipate and manage pre-bankruptcy planning pitfalls that affect 

eligibility, asset protection, and discharge
•	 Handle family law complications in bankruptcy cases with greater clarity 

and confidence
•	 Respond more effectively to procedural challenges such as serial filings, 

proofs of claim, and venue disputes
•	 Build a strategic framework to help analyze and litigate discharge, 

dischargeability, and avoidance actions 
•	 Confidently approach contested Chapter 13 matters, including objections, 

settlements, and motions to dismiss
•	 Strengthen your overall litigation posture in complex consumer 

bankruptcy cases

Register now!

Bankruptcy – The Basics and Beyond
Endorsed by the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Wisconsin

These programs are sponsored by:

TUITION*

	 IN-PERSON	 WEBCAST

State Bar Member	 $259	 $289

Nonmember	 $339	 $369

YLD Member **	 $239	 $269

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver	 $0	 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze	 $259	 $0

Passbook Certificate	 1 Certificate	 1 Certificate

*Tuition shown above is for each full-day program.

** Young Lawyers Division (YLD) members: State Bar member attorneys 
36 years of age or younger or within five years of admission to the State Bar 
of Wisconsin. If you’ve opted out of YLD, you will not receive this discount. 
The YLD discount applies only to the in-person and webcast presentations 
of these seminars – NOT CLE OnDemand. YLD members with Ultimate Passes, 
other CLE passes, or PINNACLE discounts are not eligible for this discount. 
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Event Codes:  Basics: CA3931| Beyond Basics: CA3932
Priority Code:  S4697B



The Basics of Filing Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 Setting the Stage
•	 The creditor toolbox
•	 Non-bankruptcy debt-relief options
	 James V. Block 

9:20 am	 Getting Started: The Initial Consultation and Gathering of 
Information 
•	 Attorneys as debt-relief agencies
•	 What to cover at the initial consultation
•	 527 notices
•	 The fee agreement
	 J. David Krekeler 

10:10 am	 Break	

10:25 am	 Preparing Bankruptcy Schedules	
•	 Practical session that will review what is needed on the bankruptcy 
	 schedules
	 Jeremy Geisel

11:15 am	 Means Test 	
•	 What income to report and how
•	 What deductions to take
•	 What the United States Trustee won’t tell you
	 Jeremy Geisel

12:05 pm	 Lunch (on your own)

1:05 pm	 Chapter 13 Plans	
•	 Model plan
•	 Secured claims
•	 Unsecured claims
•	 Trustee math aka feasibility
	 Rebecca J. Quiroz 

1:55 pm	 Break

2:10 pm	 Discharge Issues and Fraudulent Charges   	
J. David Krekeler, Craig E. Stevenson

SCHEDULE

3:00 pm	 Cases to Know  	
All Faculty

3:50 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule may vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone.

This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 
7 CLE credits. It does not qualify for EPR credit.    

CREDITS

FACULTY

PROGRAM PRESENTERS 
James V. Block, Krautkramer & Block LLC, Wausau 
Jeremy Geisel, Debt Advisors, S.C., Milwaukee 
J. David Krekeler, Krekeler Law, Madison 
Rebecca J. Quiroz, Chapter 13 Trustee, Oshkosh 
Craig E. Stevenson, Swanson Sweet LLP, Madison

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd.
Madison, WI

LIVE WEBCAST
Wednesday, February 11, 2026

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Thursday, February 19, 2026
Friday, February 27, 2026
Saturday, March 7, 2026
Monday, March 9, 2026
Tuesday, March 17, 2026
Wednesday, March 25, 2026
Thursday, April 2, 2026
Friday, April 10, 2026
Monday, April 20, 2026
Wednesday, October 14, 2026
Tuesday, November 17, 2026



This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 
8 CLE credits. It does not qualify for EPR credit.    

CREDITS

Beyond the Basics of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 

FACULTY

PROGRAM PRESENTERS 
James V. Block, Krautkramer & Block LLC, Wausau 
Jeremy Geisel, Debt Advisors, S.C., Milwaukee 
J. David Krekeler, Krekeler Law, Madison 
Rebecca J. Quiroz, Chapter 13 Trustee, Oshkosh 
Craig E. Stevenson, Swanson Sweet LLP, Madison

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Monday, March 23, 2026 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd.
Madison, WI

LIVE WEBCAST
Monday, March 23, 2026

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Tuesday, March 31, 2026
Wednesday, April 8, 2026
Thursday, April 16, 2026
Friday, April 24, 2026
Monday, April 27, 2026
Monday, May 4, 2026
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Wednesday, May 20, 2026
Thursday, May 28, 2026
Thursday, October 15, 2026
Wednesday, November 18, 2026

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 Pre-Bankruptcy Planning 
•	 What it is and why it should be done
•	 Pitfalls and penalties
	 James V. Block 

9:20 am	 Marriage, Divorce, and Bankruptcy 
•	 Community property and the bankruptcy estate
•	 Community property and the bankruptcy discharge
•	 Bankruptcy strategies for married couples
•	 Bankruptcy strategies for divorcing couples
	 J. David Krekeler 

10:10 am	 Break	

10:25 am	 Serial Filings, Proof of Claim, Venue 	
Jeremy Geisel

11:15 am	 Discharge and Dischargeability, Preference, Fraudulent 
Transfer  	
James V. Block, J. David Krekeler, Craig E. Stevenson

12:05 pm	 Lunch (on your own)

1:05 pm	 Contested Matters, Prosecuting and Defending, Chapter 13 – 
Defending Motions to Dismiss 	
•	 Adversary proceedings
•	 What to include in your objection
•	 Settlement
	 James V. Block, Jeremy Geisel, Rebecca J. Quiroz, Craig E. Stevenson 

2:20 pm	 Break

2:30 pm	 Advanced Means Test    
•	 Income issues
•	 Expense issues	
	 Jeremy Geisel, Rebecca J. Quiroz, Craig E. Stevenson

3:20 pm	 Break

3:30 pm	 Potpourri – Including Chapter 13, Lien Avoidance and Objections 
to Claims   	
All Faculty

4:45 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule may vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone.

SCHEDULE



BOOK BONUS!

Collections & Bankruptcy in Wisconsin 
SAVE 15% on Collections & Bankruptcy in Wisconsin.* 
This overview of collections and bankruptcy law blends 
state and federal analysis with practical guidance to help 
you address business financial problems and protect 
client interests. Use discount code CA3931 when you 
order online or by calling (800) 728-7788.  

*Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound editions of this title and 
cannot be applied to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/27. For Books 
Unbound users, discount may be applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound 
title only and may not be used on the purchase of libraries. Discount cannot be 
combined with any other offers.

Annual Debtor-Creditor Bankruptcy Update 2025 – 
Eastern and Western Districts 
Stay current on evolving bankruptcy issues, from Small 
Business Administration-related debt concerns and Chapter 
13 mortgage questions to means test adjustments and 
discovery rules. Gain timely insight from the bench, the 
clerk’s office, and seasoned attorneys on emerging case law 
and filing requirements. 

Credits: 7.5 CLE  |  CLE OnDemandTM Eastern District: CA3812D  |  Western District: CA3813D 

The Nuts and Bolts of Collections and 
Creditors’ Rights 2025  
With debt levels rising and bankruptcy filings on 
the uptick, creditors face increasing pressure to act 
strategically and efficiently. Build a solid command of 
collection and creditors’ rights, from assessing debt and 
pursuing judgments to improving recovery outcomes.      

Credits: 6 CLE  |  CLE OnDemand: CA3771D     

Marital Property Law & Practice in Wisconsin 
Get clear, workable guidance on Wisconsin’s marital property 
system, with practical tips and visual tools that simplify 
analysis and decision-making. This practice-focused resource 
includes sample forms, agreements, court documents, 
flowcharts, and tables for attorneys working in tax, estate 
planning, bankruptcy, family, and creditor-debtor matters.          

Print Book: AK0067  |  Books Unbound®: AE0067_SUB       

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

About the Build Your Practice Series 
The Build Your Practice Series 
from State Bar of Wisconsin PINNACLE® 
introduces you to the fundamentals of 
various practice areas. Gain the tools and 
information you need to develop a new 
area of practice and expand your firm’s offerings. Build Your Practice Series 
programs are endorsed by the State Bar’s Young Lawyers Division.

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

ONLINE: 	 	wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE: 	 	(800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:	 	Visit wisbar.org/regform 
	 	for registration form

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 
For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are 
also welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees in 
PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days 
prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations, please contact us 
at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements.  

 YOUNG LAWYERS SAVE $20!   PINNACLE knows that you’re at the critical 
point in your career where you’re developing your skills and practice, which 
is why Young Lawyers Division Members receive $20 off tuition for any of the 
Build Your Practice seminars.  See tuition chart for complete details.

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  


