
Immigrants in Family Court:
The Intersection of Immigration

and Family Law

Program dates start January 30.
Register today!

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .
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HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
• Review family law basics from an immigrant’s perspective
• Understand what family lawyers should know about immigration 

status
• Know how family law proceedings can impact immigration status, and 

which immigration petitions affect family law proceedings
• Learn how to address issues affecting immigrants who are victims of 

domestic abuse
• Remove language barriers and improve court access for immigrant 

clients in Wisconsin

Immigration insights for family lawyers     
Divorce is challenging on its own, but factoring in immigration law adds 
another layer of difficulty. Handling family matters for immigrant clients calls 
for a combination of cultural understanding, family law expertise, and a solid 
understanding of complex immigration issues. At Immigrants in Family Court: 
The Intersection of Immigration and Family Law, gain insights into immigration 
terminology, statuses, and how family law and immigration actions impact 
each other. Discuss family law issues from an immigrant’s perspective, including 
marriage, divorce, paternity, and domestic abuse.    

Enhance your ability to counsel immigrant and non-citizen clients on their 
rights, obligations, and options with what you’ll learn at Immigrants in Family 
Court: The Intersection of Immigration and Family Law.  Register today!   

Immigrants in 
Family Court:
The Intersection of 
Immigration and 
Family Law

Endorsed by the State Bar of Wisconsin  Family Law Section

8:00 am Registration 

8:30 am Family Law Basics from an Immigrant’s Perspective 
• Validity of marriages and divorces
• Paternity and paternity acknowledgment actions
• Residency and documentation requirements
• Cultural and religious practices   
 Kari Niesen-LaScala, Gricel Santiago-Rivera

9:25 am Immigration Status: What Family Law Practitioners Should Know   
• The different types of immigration status and what they mean 
• Common terms for immigration status
• Which family law proceedings affect immigration status
• Which immigration petitions affect family law proceedings
 Robin Dalton, Hannah Ferry

10:15 am Break

10:30 am Battered Immigrants: Immigration Law, Restraining Orders, 
 and Family Law      

• How being a victim of domestic abuse affects an immigrant in 
 family court
• The impact of domestic violence on immigrant survivors
• Injunctions and humanitarian immigration relief
• Custody and placement considerations
• International travel and child abduction
 Robin Dalton, Gricel Santiago-Rivera

11:20 am Language Access in State Courts       
• Use case studies to explore the nuances of translations and 
 interpretations in family court 
• The statutory requirements regarding court interpreters
• What happens when there is no interpreter available?
• Practical ways to ensure immigrant clients have meaningful access 
 to the court system in Wisconsin 
 Robin Dalton, Gricel Santiago-Rivera, Shawna Stevenoski, 
 Alexandra Wirth 

12:20 pm Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE



FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIR & PRESENTER
Gricel Santiago-Rivera, Santiago Family Law & Mediation Services, Madison 

PRESENTERS
Robin Dalton, RISE Law Center, Madison
Hannah Ferry, RISE Law Center, Madison
Kari Niesen-LaScala, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin, Madison
Shawna Stevenoski, Bilingual Training Consultants, Madison
Alexandra Wirth, Office of Court Operations, Madison

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Thursday, January 30, 2025   
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

LIVE WEBCAST
Thursday, January 30, 2025   

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Friday, February 7, 2025
Tuesday, February 11, 2025
Monday, February 17, 2025
Wednesday, February 26, 2025
Thursday, March 6, 2025
Friday, March 14, 2025
Monday, March 24, 2025
Tuesday, April 8, 2025

CREDIT HOURS: 4 CLE credits*

* This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 4 CLE credits. It does 
not qualify for EPR credit.    

CREDITS

Anytime. Anywhere. CLE OnDemand.
wisbar.org/ondemand

TM

Wisconsin Attorney’s 
Desk Reference    
SAVE 15% on Wisconsin Attorney’s 
Desk Reference.*  Save valuable time 
researching unfamiliar areas of law with 
this volume of actionable information on 
11 practice areas and 35 topics grouped 
by related subjects. Use discount code 
CA3759 when you order online or by 
calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0003E24  |  BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0003_SUB

* Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound editions of this title and cannot be applied 
to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/26. For Books Unbound users, discount may be 
applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound title only and may not be used on the purchase of 
libraries. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers.

BOOK BONUS!

As a benefit of your membership 
in the State Bar of Wisconsin, 
you have access to Practice411TM 
– the State Bar’s Law Office 
Management Assistance Program – which offers free, individualized 
assistance on a wide range of practice management topics. 

Implement systems and controls that will allow you to:
• Achieve greater efficiency 
• Improve client relations 
• Reduce risks to your practice
• Improve quality of life

Practice411 offers the resources you need to manage the business 
aspects of your practice, including the use of technology; business, 
financial, and succession planning; personnel, facilities, and 
operations management.

Contact Practice411 today for a free consultation.
Phone: (800) 957-4670    Email: PracticeHelp@wisbar.org

Online: wisbar.org/Practice411

Improve your practice. Improve your life.



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

 IN-PERSON WEBCAST

State Bar Member $219 $249

Nonmember $299 $329

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver $0 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze $219 $0

Passbook Certificate 1 Certificate 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 
For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are 
also welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees 
in PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two 
days prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations, please contact us 
at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3759      Priority Code:  S4471B

ONLINE:   wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE:   (800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:  Visit wisbar.org/regform 
  for registration form

Advanced Skills and Techniques for Family Law 
Practice 2024 
Delve into some of the most complex family 
law issues and receive realistic, practical tips for 
successfully resolving them. Review the new child 
support calculation guidelines, explore reunification 
therapy, and know what steps you should take in 
child abduction and child abuse cases.   

CREDITS: 6 CLE  |  WEBCAST REPLAY: DEC. 30, 2024 | JAN. 7, 2025 |  CLE ONDEMAND: CA3703D      

Family Law in Wisconsin: A Forms 
and Procedures Handbook  
The Handbook offers a step-by-step guide for 
divorce actions, from initial client meetings to post-
judgment matters such as child support revisions 
and appeals. Access essential forms, checklists, and 
tools, including a master information list, to handle 
complex cases efficiently and accurately.        

PRINT BOOK: AK0052  |  BOOKS UNBOUND:  AE0052_SUB     

Family Law Forms Library   
The Family Law Forms Library contains over 250 
forms from the State Bar’s most popular family 
law texts. A subscription gives you access to 
customizable forms that are easily searchable and 
ready for e-filing.      

MEMBERS ONLY – ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION: FSFB8000      

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Your Ultimate 
CLE Upgrade
wisbar.org/ultimatepass


