
3.5 CLE
3.5 EPR

Family Law
Ethics 2024

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .

Program dates start December 19.
Register today!
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Your client did what?      
While the Rules of Professional Conduct state that “a lawyer shall abide by 
a client’s decisions,” what happens when your client disagrees with your 
strategy? What about when you believe your client is behaving unethically 
or unlawfully, especially regarding the truthfulness of their evidence or 
testimony?

At Family Law Ethics 2024, ethics authorities and family lawyers will 
provide specific guidance on dealing with unruly clients. Learn how much 
is too much when it comes to online snooping and what to do when a 
conflict check reveals personal relationships with parties, family members, 
friends, or court officials.   

HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
• Learn how to manage unethical clients

• Discover best practices for communicating with pro se parties

• Understand the ethical limits of using social media

• Examine conflict of interest concerns and waivable conflicts 

Gain the knowledge and skills to navigate these ethical challenges and 
protect your practice at Family Law Ethics 2024. 

Register now! 

Family Law 
Ethics 2024
Endorsed by the Family Law Section  
of the State Bar of Wisconsin

8:00 am Registration 

8:30 am Dealing with Unethical Clients   
• Recordings
• Access to other party’s records and accounts
• How to talk to and what to do with clients who can’t/won’t/don’t 
 do right
• What if I already know about it?
• What the court will do 

 Issues Arising in Conflict Checks 
• What is a conflict
• Personal relationships with parties, family members, friends, 
 court officials
• Waivable conflicts

 Social Media in the Courtroom 
• To what extent can I snoop online?
• Appropriate personal use of social media for lawyers
• Ethics of using social media in court proceedings
• Privacy considerations

9:45 am Break

10:00 am Dealing with Pro Se Parties
• How to structure communication
• Legal advice vs. procedural guidance
• Mediating disputes
• As guardian ad litem
• How to tell the court about it 

 Socio-political Ideology and Client Representation 
• What if my client is a horrible person?
• What if my client and I fundamentally disagree?
• What can I tell the court?

 How to Be “Professional” 
• Local court rules
• The other lawyer is a jerk
• Requirements vs. preferences
• Reporting to OLR

11:40 am Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE



CREDIT HOURS:  3.5 CLE credits, including 3.5 Ethics and Professional 
Responsibility credits.*

* This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 3.5 
CLE/3.5 EPR credits.    

CREDITS

FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIR/MODERATOR
Emily Wilson, Kowalski, Wilson & Vang, LLC, Madison 

PROGRAM PRESENTERS
Kathryn Grigg, Axley Brynelson, LLP, Madison
Kelly Iselin, Walworth County Circuit Court, Elkhorn
Hon. Rhonda L. Lanford, Dane County Circuit Court, Madison
Timothy J. Pierce, State Bar of Wisconsin, Madison
Timothy C. Samuelson, Office of Lawyer Regulation, Madison 

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Thursday, December 19, 2024 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

LIVE WEBCAST
Thursday, December 19, 2024 

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Friday, December 27, 2024
Monday, December 30, 2024
Tuesday, January 7, 2025
Thursday, January 16, 2025
Tuesday, January 21, 2025
Saturday, January 25, 2025
Thursday, January 30, 2025
Wednesday, February 5, 2025
Friday, February 14, 2025
Thursday, February 20, 2025

Family Law in Wisconsin: A Forms and 
Procedures Handbook   
SAVE 15% on the Family Law in Wisconsin: 
A Forms and Procedures Handbook.*  
From initial client meetings to post-judgment 
matters like revisions of child support and 
maintenance, the Handbook is your step-by-
step guide to procedure in divorce actions. 
Use discount code CA3733 when you order 
online or by calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0052    BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0052_SUB 

* Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound editions of this title and cannot  be applied 
to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/25. For Books Unbound users, discount may be 
applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound title only and may not be used on the purchase of 
libraries. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers. 

BOOK BONUS!

Your Ultimate CLE Upgrade

Elevate your professional development journey with 
Ultimate Pass™. Whether you choose Gold, Silver, or Bronze, 
you’ll unlock unlimited CLE earning potential and the power 

to learn on your terms. Now that’s the Ultimate Upgrade!

Visit wisbar.org/ultimatepass today and 
choose the pass that’s right for you.



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

 IN-PERSON WEBCAST

State Bar Member $239 $269

Nonmember $319 $349

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver $0 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze $239 $0

Passbook Certificate 1 Certificate 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 
For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are 
also welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees 
in PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two 
days prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations, please contact us 
at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3733      Priority Code:  S4436B

ONLINE:   wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE:   (800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:  Visit wisbar.org/regform 
  for registration form

Advanced Skills and Techniques for Family Law 
Practice 2024
Delve into some of the most complex family law issues 
and receive realistic, practical tips for successfully 
resolving them. Review new child support calculation 
guidelines, learn more about reunification therapy in 
custody and placement disputes, and determine what 
steps to take in a child abduction case.   

CREDITS: 6 CLE  |  WEBCAST REPLAYS: NOV. 8, 2024 | NOV. 13, 2024 | NOV. 18, 2024 | DEC. 5, 2024  
  DEC. 13, 2024 | DEC. 17, 2024 | DEC. 30, 2024 | JAN. 7, 2024      

Wisconsin Judicial Benchbook 
Vol. III: Family 
Let some of Wisconsin’s most respected judges and 
court commissioners guide you through your next 
family law case with the same resource they’ll use 
to evaluate it. Find guidance on essential family law 
issues, plus relevant citations and practice resources. 

PRINT BOOK: AK0027  |  BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0027_SUB     

Family Law Forms Library  
Gain access to more than 250 fully customizable, easily 
searchable, and regularly updated family law forms. 
This online library contains forms from the State Bar’s 
most popular family law texts. Subscribe today!        

MEMBERS ONLY – ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION: FSFB8000

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

This program is 
sponsored by:


