
Program dates start September 6.
Register today!

4 CLE |  1 EPR

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .

47th Annual 
Torts Update
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Top-notch tort takeaways   
Stay ahead of the curve with quick-hitting sessions covering critical 
developments in tort law from the past year with the 47th Annual Torts 
Update. A stellar lineup of knowledgeable practitioners will explain how 
a statute’s history can inform your current practices and bring you up to 
speed on the latest court decisions, strategies, and best practices.  

HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
•	 Examine important recent precedents in tort litigation 

•	 Learn how to utilize statutes of repose to get cases 
dismissed

•	 Discover the impact of recent case law on challenges to 
venue 

•	 Explore the latest medical malpractice and informed 
consent decisions

•	 Analyze the interplay between the independent 
contractor rule and the safe place statute

•	 Know the ethical boundaries for addressing online reviews

The 47th Annual Torts Update is your trusted source for the critical 
information and analysis you need to keep your practice moving in 
the right direction.  Register now! 

47th Annual 
Torts Update

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 Statute of Repose	
•	 Hering v. Rural Mutual Insurance Co.  
•	 Soletski v. Krueger International Inc. 
•	Why this statute exists and how to utilize it to get your case dismissed
	 John P. Pinzl

8:55 am	 A Change of Venue Law 
•	Overview of Stelling v. Middlesex Insurance Co.  
•	The history and intention of the venue selection statute, 
	 Wis. Stat. § 801.50(2)
•	 The impact of the Stelling decision on challenges to venue selection
	 David S. Blinka

9:20 am	 Medical Malpractice and Informed Consent
•	 Lorbiecki v. Pabst Brewing Co. 
•	 Martinez v. Rullman 
	 Guy J. Du Beau

9:45 am	 Wisconsin’s Safe Place Statute 
•	 Wetterling v. Southard 
•	 Hubbard v. Neuman 
	 Lynn R. Laufenberg and/or Melissa J. Prost

10:10 am	 Break

10:25 am	 Effective Advocacy at the Circuit Court Level
Hon. Christopher R. Foley

11:15 am	 How to (or Not) Responsibly Address Online Reviews 
•	Ethics rules to consider when publicly commenting on reviews
•	Considerations for avoiding confidentiality issues online
	 Timothy J. Pierce

12:05 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE



The Law of Damages in Wisconsin 
SAVE 15% on The Law of Damages in Wisconsin.*  
Thousands of lawyers and judges turn to it for 
guidance on the types of damages available in 
the Badger State and the special rules governing 
them. Use discount code CA3673 when you order 
online or by calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0063    BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0063_SUB 

*	Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound 
editions of this title and cannot  be applied to previous purchases. 
Offer valid through 12/31/25. For Books Unbound users, discount may be applied to purchase of 
individual Books Unbound title only and may not be used on the purchase of libraries. Discount 
cannot be combined with any other offers. 

FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIRS
Michael P. Crooks, von Briesen & Roper, S.C., Madison
Edward E. Robinson, Cannon & Dunphy, S.C., Brookfield 

PRESENTERS
David S. Blinka, Habush Habush & Rottier, S.C., Madison
Guy J. Du Beau, Axley Brynelson LLP, Madison
Hon. Christopher R. Foley, Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Milwaukee
Lynn R. Laufenberg, Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs, Milwaukee 
Timothy J. Pierce, State Bar of Wisconsin, Madison
John P. Pinzl, von Briesen & Roper, S.C., Madison  
Melissa J. Prost, Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs, Milwaukee 

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Friday, September 6, 2024 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

LIVE WEBCAST
Friday, September 6, 2024 

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Thursday, September 12, 2024
Monday, September 16, 2024
Tuesday, September 24, 2024
Wednesday, October 2, 2024
Saturday, October 12, 2024
Thursday, October 31, 2024
Tuesday, November 12, 2024
Wednesday, December 11, 2024
Friday, December 20, 2024
Friday, January 10, 2025
Monday, January 27, 2025

CREDIT HOURS: 4 CLE credits, including 1 Ethics and Professional 
Responsibility credit*

* This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 4 CLE/1 EPR 
credits.    

CREDITS

BOOK BONUS!

This 
program is 

sponsored by:

Be the Ultimate
An Ultimate Pass™ takes you 
beyond better with unlimited 
CLE for one annual fee. 
Three options available.

Visit wisbar.org/ultimatepass
Or call us at (800) 728-7788 



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

	 IN-PERSON	 WEBCAST
State Bar Member	 $219	 $249

Nonmember	 $299	 $329

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver	 $0	 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze	 $219	 $0

Passbook Certificate	 1 Certificate	 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 
For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are 
also welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees 
in PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two 
days prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations, please contact us 
at (800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so 
we can make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that 
you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event 
and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your 
name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes without monetary 
compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3673     Priority Code:  S4409B

ONLINE: 	 	wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE: 	 	(800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:	 	Visit wisbar.org/regform 
	 	for registration form

How to Select a Jury: Demonstrations by 
Experienced Trial Lawyers
Witness jury selection in a dynamic mock trial format 
and see how attorneys for the plaintiff and defense 
handle voir dire using a variety of strategies and 
approaches. Gain first-hand insight from experienced 
practitioners as they explain the questions they ask, 
the strikes they make, and how they might have done it 
differently in another situation.   4 CLE  

MILWAUKEE SEMINAR AND LIVE WEBCAST:  Sept. 25, 2024

WEBCAST REPLAYS:	 Oct. 4, 2024 | Oct. 8, 2024 | Oct. 17, 2024 | Oct. 28, 2024 | Nov. 9, 2024 | Nov. 19, 2024  
	 Dec. 12, 2024 | Dec. 23, 2024 | Jan. 9, 2025 | Jan. 23, 2025   

Wisconsin Trial Practice 
Researched and written by top Wisconsin litigators, 
Wisconsin Trial Practice walks you through each 
stage of a typical trial, with guidance on practices 
and procedures you need to know. Find clear and 
concise statements of law, judicial commentary, and 
practice pointers in one comprehensive source.   

PRINT BOOK: AK0090        BOOKS UNBOUND: AK0090_SUB  

Civil Litigation Forms Library  
Simplify the litigation process and save time with the 
easily searchable, customizable Civil Litigation Forms 
Library. With a subscription, enjoy 24/7 access to 
more than 215 civil litigation forms, regularly updated 
to comply with the latest statutory requirements.      

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION: FSFB3000     

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Anytime. Anywhere. CLE OnDemand.
wisbar.org/ondemand

TM


