
Public Records, 
Open Meetings 
Update 2024 

 4 CLE
Program dates start September 4.

Register today!

STATE  BAR OF  WISCONS IN

Your  P rac t i ce .  Our  P u rpose .
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PROM practice pointers   
Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2024 is the perfect opportunity for 
lawyers of all experience levels to gain clarity on the latest developments 
in Wisconsin law concerning access to government information. Seasoned 
attorneys will provide an overview of recent case law, as well as insight into 
the process of redacting public records. Develop a better understanding of 
what types of electronic communications may be subject to disclosure under 
public records law and pick up tips for responsible use and management of 
information on digital platforms.   

Co-produced with the Government Lawyers Division  
of the State Bar of Wisconsin

Public Records, Open 
Meetings Update 2024

HOW YOU’LL BENEFIT  
•	 Receive a deep dive on redacting public records

•	 Discuss the implications of contradictory Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals rulings on public access to voter information

•	 Hear best practices for communicating electronically

•	 Examine the most significant case law updates from the 
past year

•	 Confidently advise clients in requesting records or responding 
to records requests

Deftly navigate Wisconsin’s public records and open meetings terrain with 
practical pointers from Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2024.  
Register today!

8:00 am	 Registration 

8:30 am	 Case Law Updates 	
Peter Block

8:55 am	 Redacting Records in the 21st Century: Blacking Out, Blurring, 
and Editing 
•	 When to redact records
•	 How to redact
•	 Charges for redaction
•	 Video redaction after 2023 Wisconsin Act 253
	 Ben Sparks, Christa Westerberg

9:45 am	 Break

10:00 am	 How Wisconsin Court of Appeals District II and District IV 
Decisions Differ in Their Application of Public Records Law 
•	 Overview of Alliance v. Reynold and Alliance v. Secord
•	 Analysis of key differences in application of the public records law
•	 Interplay of statutory interpretation and public records law when 

applying the “except as otherwise provided by law” exception to a 
presumption of access

	 James Davies

10:50 am	 Best Practices and Tips for Communicating Electronically
•	 Messaging during meetings
•	 Collaborative software 
•	 Social media: best practices and Lindke v. Freed
•	 Hypotheticals and interactive scenarios
	 Moderator:  Elizabeth Majerus
	 Panelists:  Scott Brown, Paul M. Ferguson, Tom Kamenick

12:05 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above.  All times are Central Time Zone. 

SCHEDULE



FACULTY

PROGRAM CHAIRS 
Peter J. Block, Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office, Milwaukee (Also presenting) 
Julie Wilson, Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office, Milwaukee

PRESENTERS
Scott Brown, Milwaukee Corporation Counsel, Milwaukee
James Davies, Milwaukee Corporation Counsel, Milwaukee 
Paul M. Ferguson, Wisconsin Attorney General’s Office, Madison 
Tom Kamenick, Wisconsin Transparency Project, Port Washington
Elizabeth Majerus, City of Sheboygan, Sheboygan
Ben Sparks, American Oversight, Washington, D.C.
Christa Westerberg, Pines Bach LLP, Madison

DATES & LOCATION

IN-PERSON SEMINAR – 
MADISON

Wednesday, September 4, 2024 
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

LIVE WEBCAST
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 

WEBCAST REPLAYS 
Friday, September 13, 2024
Wednesday, September 18, 2024
Saturday, September 21, 2024
Thursday, September 26, 2024
Monday, October 7, 2024
Friday, October 18, 2024
Tuesday, October 29, 2024
Friday, November 8, 2024
Monday, November 18, 2024
Wednesday, November 27, 2024
Wednesday, December 11, 2024
Tuesday, December 31, 2024

CREDIT HOURS: 4 CLE credits*

* This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 4 CLE credits.  

CREDITS

The Wisconsin Public Records and Open 
Meetings Handbook
SAVE 15% on The Wisconsin Public Records and 
Open Meetings Handbook.* Whether you represent a 
governmental entity, the media, or a private citizen, the 
Handbook offers practical guidance on public records 
law applications and the requirements for open 
meetings in Wisconsin. Use discount code CA3671 
when you order online or by calling (800) 728-7788.

PRINT BOOK: AK0199   BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0199_SUB 

*	Discount applies to both print and digital Books Unbound editions of 
this title and cannot be applied to previous purchases. Offer valid through 12/31/25. For Books Unbound 
users, discount may be applied to purchase of individual Books Unbound title only and may not be used 
on the purchase of libraries. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers. 

BOOK BONUS!

With a State Bar of Wisconsin PINNACLE® Ultimate Pass™, 
you can develop the skills you want and earn the credits 

you need – all for one annual fee. Choose from three 
different options that provide flexibility, 

convenience, and cost-savings. 

Visit wisbar.org/ultimatepass to learn more
or call us at (800) 728-7788

Limitless legal learning



TUITION

REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFO

	 IN-PERSON	 WEBCAST
State Bar Member	 $219	 $249

Nonmember	 $299	 $329

Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver	 $0	 $0

Ultimate Pass Bronze	 $219	 $0

Passbook Certificate	 1 Certificate	 1 Certificate

PINNACLE PASSBOOK REGISTRATIONS:  PINNACLE Passbook certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. For 
in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are also welcome. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Course materials are provided to seminar attendees in 
PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days 
prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

CANCELLATIONS:  Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on 
PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you need special accommodations, please contact us at 
(800) 728-7788, ext. 6142 at least three weeks prior to the program date so we can 
make appropriate arrangements. 

NOTICE:  By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that you 
may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during the event and you 
hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your name and likeness 
for promotional or educational purposes without monetary compensation. The 
State Bar assumes no liability for such use.  

Event Code:  CA3671     Priority Code:  S4407B

ONLINE: 	 	wisbar.org/seminars

PHONE: 	 	(800) 728-7788 

MAIL/FAX:	 	Visit wisbar.org/regform 
	 	for registration form

Figuring Out Governmental Immunity 2023
Learn how to distinguish government acts that are 
immune from liability for tortious conduct from 
those that aren’t. Analyze liability and immunity 
in the context of ministerial duties as opposed to 
discretionary duties by examining key Wisconsin cases 
interpreting governmental immunity. 1 CLE   

CLE ONDEMAND: CA3565D   

Wisconsin Governmental Claims 
and Immunities Handbook 
The Handbook is your guide to the sometimes 
baffling process of tort litigation involving a 
government agency, covering all relevant state and 
federal immunity statutes, notice procedures, and 
the Federal Tort Claims Act.  

PRINT BOOK: AK0186   BOOKS UNBOUND: AE0186_SUB 

Civil Litigation Forms Library  
Simplify the litigation process and save time with the 
easily searchable, customizable Civil Litigation Forms 
Library. With a subscription, enjoy 24/7 access to more 
than 215 civil litigation forms, regularly updated to 
comply with the latest statutory requirements.     

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION: FSFB3000     

ADDITIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Your essential resources are always just a click away with the Books 
Unbound® Library Collections. Get online access to State Bar of Wisconsin 
PINNACLE books, categorized by practice area. 

Learn more and get started today at 
wisbar.org/bublibraries


