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Handling a Basic Divorce
Endorsed by the Family Law Section and the  
Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Wisconsin 

Divorce done right   
Skillfully navigate family law actions from beginning to end with tips and insights from 
Handling a Basic Divorce. You’ll review how to manage client expectations, property 
division, support, and custody and placement issues. You’ll also receive strategies for 
effectively and ethically gathering facts and assembling compelling exhibits.   

Learn to differentiate between matters that should go to court and those that can be 
resolved by other means like family arbitration or early-stage facilitative mediation. 
Plus, you’ll be prepared for post-judgment issues such as child support, custody and 
placement orders, and contempt motions.

How you’ll benefit:
l Understand the basic elements of a divorce
l Know the differences between legal separation, annulment, and divorce
l Gain tips for effective client interviews and trial preparation
l Learn best practices for discovery, mediation, and negotiation
l Examine the components of settlement agreements
l Find out how to handle common post-judgment issues

Who should attend:
l New lawyers
l Attorneys new to family law practice
l Lawyers considering adding family law to their practice 
l Lawyers seeking a refresher in family law 
l Lawyers looking to take GAL appointments 

Register now! 

About the Build Your Practice Series 
The Build Your Practice Series from State Bar 
of Wisconsin PINNACLE® introduces you to the 
fundamentals of various practice areas. Gain 
the tools and information you need to develop 
a new area of practice and expand your firm’s offerings. Build Your Practice 
Series programs are endorsed by the State Bar’s Young Lawyers Division.

ONLINE:  wisbar.org/seminars 
PHONE: (800) 728-7788 
FAX:   (608) 257-5502 

State Bar CLE/PINNACLE Passbook registrations 
Passbook certificates must be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to 
the event. For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook certificates are 
also welcome.

Registration cancellations 
Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on PINNACLE registration 
cancellation policies.

Course materials for those attending the seminar 
Course materials are provided in PDF format and are downloadable from myStateBar 
on wisbar.org up to two days prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

COVID-19 safety information 
Complete and current safety guidelines can be found at wisbar.org/covidsafety.  

Young lawyers save $20!*
PINNACLE knows that you’re at the critical point in your career where you’re 
developing your skills and practice, which is why Young Lawyers Division members* 
receive $20 off any of the Build Your Practice seminars. 

* Young Lawyers Division (YLD) members: State Bar member attorneys 36 years of age or 
younger or within five years of admission to the State Bar of Wisconsin. If you’ve opted out of 
YLD, you will not receive this discount.

Registration            
MAIL:    State Bar PINNACLE Registrations 

 P.O. Box 7158
  Madison, WI 53707-7158

This program is sponsored by:



Schedule
8:30 am Registration

9:00 am The Elements of Divorce
l Understand the differences between legal 

separation, annulments, and divorce and the 
jurisdictional requirements of each

l Get an overview of the primary substantive 
aspects of divorce: property division, 
maintenance, custody, placement, child 
support, and the role of guardians ad litem

l Learn different ways to resolve family law 
issues outside of litigation

l Tips and tricks for managing client 
expectations and helping clients achieve the 
results they want

 Amy T. Collins O’Hara

9:50 am Client Interviews and Divorce Process 
Tools
l Triage: Listening for issues, identifying red 

flags, formulating a response
l Possibility of physical harm or depletion of 

assets
l Conflict checks
l Retainer and billing process
l Filing the information: petition, confidential 

addendum, notice of retainer
l Referrals to other professionals
l Temporary orders, restraining orders, and 

other initial actions
l Legal resources and research tools
 Ashley J. Richter 

10:40 am Break

11:00 am Getting Started: Discovery
l When is formal or informal discovery actually 

needed?
l Avoid common mistakes in formal written 

discovery, abusing the discovery process, and 
the pitfalls of “scorched earth” attitudes

l Best practices to supplement further 
discovery including depositions and 
e-discovery

 Megan E. Corning

11:50 am Lunch (on your own)

1:00 pm Trial Preparation
l Organize your argument: tips on your outline
• Assist your witness in their presentation
• Organize your exhibits/trial binder
• Prepare for arguments on rules of evidence: 

avoid objections, and when they are not 
avoidable, overcome objections to your 
evidence

 Megan E. Corning

1:50 pm Post-Judgment Issues
l Post-judgment tasks for the attorney before 

closing the client file
• How and when to file a motion to revise 

custody, placement, maintenance, and child 
support

• How and when to file a contempt motion and 
the appropriate purge conditions to request 
from the court

• Tips for provisions to include in Marital 
Settlement Agreements that avoid issues or 
disputes for the parties after the divorce

 Christopher S. Krimmer

2:40 pm Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule may vary slightly from 
above listed times.

Faculty

Presenters 
Amy T. Collins O’Hara 
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, Madison

Megan E. Corning
Your Family Law Center, S.C., Madison

Christopher S. Krimmer
Forward Legal Services LLC, Madison

Ashley J. Richter
Richter & Phillips LLP, Madison

Dates      Location           

In-Person Seminar  
Friday, January 26, 2024  
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, WI | (608) 257-3838

Live Webcast 
Friday, January 26, 2024  

Webcast Replays 
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
Tuesday, February 13, 2024
Monday, February 19, 2024
Thursday, February 29, 2024
Friday, March 8, 2024
Wednesday, March 13, 2024
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Thursday, March 28, 2024
Friday, April 12, 2024

Credits
This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board 
of Bar Examiners for 5 CLE credits. It does not qualify 
for EPR credit.



The Basics of Valuing Assets in Divorce 2023    
Develop a better understanding of which assets are considered marital when a couple 
decides to divorce. Learn key property division concepts and important exceptions to the 
50/50 presumption under Wisconsin’s marital property law. Discover how different types 
of property are valued and receive tips for locating accurate information on the value of 
assets. 1 CLE     
Webcast Seminar: Dec. 28, 2023 | Jan. 10, 2024 | Jan. 22, 2024 | Jan. 30, 2024

Family Law Casenotes and Quotes 
Expedite your family law research with this invaluable compilation of family law 
cases on topics ranging from abduction to paternity to visitation (and everything in 
between). Detailed case entries and multiple cross-referencing features make it easy to 
pinpoint the information you need quickly. (Includes Jan. 2023 supplement)    

Print Book: #AK0056; 2,384+ pp.; 7th ed. 2022, 3 Vol;  Member: $189 | Nonmember: $236.25
Books UnBound Subscription: #AE0056_SUB;   Member: $186 | Nonmember: $232   

Family Law Forms Library 
Make finding the family law forms you need a snap with the fully searchable Family Law 
Forms Library. Access customizable, up-to-date State Bar-exclusive forms, checklists, 
sample language, and more from wherever you have an internet connection.     

Online Subscription: #FSFB8000;  Members Only: $159/year
(Discounts available on multi-user subscriptions.)   

Additional Learning Opportunities

Books/Books UnBound®

CLE Seminars

Family Law in Wisconsin: A Forms and Procedures Handbook
Seminar attendees SAVE 15% on Family Law in Wisconsin: 
A Forms and Procedures Handbook.* Tame the clutter and 
complexity of family law cases with this tool designed to 
streamline your practice 

* Attendees will receive information to access the discount via email 
after attending the program. Discount applies to both print and 
digital Books UnBound® editions of this title and cannot be applied 
to previous purchases. Offer valid as long as CLE credit is available 
for this program. For Books UnBound users, discount may be 
applied to purchase of individual Books UnBound title only and 
may not be used on purchase of full library. 

Book Bonus!

Online Fillable Forms

Handling a Basic Divorce Priority Code:  S 4 3 4 2 B

Event Code: CA3594 M  W R R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9   

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Firm Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________

                          

   Lawyer State Bar Member No. _________________________________________________________

   Nonlawyer  Profession ___________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT:  Tuition Amount Enclosed  $__________
   State Bar Passbook Certificate (enter certificate number)  # ______________________  
   Check enclosed (payable to State Bar PINNACLE)   _______________________
   Ultimate Pass Gold         Ultimate Pass Silver         Ultimate Pass Bronze
    VISA 	   MasterCard   American Express    Discover Exp. Date  ___________________

Card No. _____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:   State Bar PINNACLE Registrations
 P.O. Box 7158
 Madison, WI 53707-7158

NOTICE: By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during 
the event and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes 
without monetary compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.

SEMINAR TUITION IN-PERSON SEMINAR WEBCAST SEMINAR

  State Bar Member   $219   $249

  Nonmember   $299   $329

  YLD Member*   $199   $229

  Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver   $0   $0

  Ultimate Pass Bronze   $219   $0

  Passbook Certificate   1 Certificate   1 Certificate

IN-PERSON SEMINAR:
  Fri., Jan. 26, 2024 –

 Madison

LIVE WEBCAST:
  Fri., Jan. 26, 2024 

 

WEBCAST REPLAYS:  
  Weds., Feb. 7, 2024
  Tues., Feb. 13, 2024
  Mon., Feb. 19, 2024  
  Thurs., Feb. 29, 2024  

  Fri., Mar. 8, 2024
  Weds., Mar. 13, 2024
  Tues., Mar. 19, 2024
  Thurs., Mar. 28, 2024
  Fri., Apr. 12, 2024  

* Young Lawyers Division (YLD) members: State Bar member attorneys 36 years of age or younger or within 
five years of admission to the State Bar of Wisconsin. If you’ve opted out of YLD, you will not receive this discount.


