
Program dates start September 6.  Register today! 
4 Credit Hours:
l 3 CLE Credits
l 1 LAU Credit

Public Records, 
Open Meetings 

Update 2023



Public Records, Open 
Meetings Update 2023

Walkin’ on sunshine   
When the government is in the spotlight, transparency is key to keeping the public’s 
trust. Whether you represent a government entity, an individual, or the media, the 
Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2023 is the perfect chance to brush up on 
your PROM prowess. You’ll hear from a range of experienced practitioners on the 
most recent court interpretations of the balancing test for public records requests, 
the standard for determining attorney’s fees, the responsibilities of the Wisconsin 
Public Records Board, and more.  

How you’ll benefit:   
l Hear competing viewpoints on using public records laws for an improper 

purpose
l Discover best practices for requesting public records
l Effectively respond to and process public records requests
l Get insight from clerks from across the state on conducting open meetings
l Find ways to manage your stress, even under demanding conditions
l Receive your annual case law update

Who should attend:   
l Government lawyers
l Municipal lawyers
l Administrative and local government lawyers
l Civil rights lawyers
l Criminal law practitioners
l Media law practitioners

The Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2023 is designed to keep you current 
on the latest changes to PROM law, offer guidance on responding to requests, 
and help you manage stress on the job. 

Register today!

Co-produced with the Government Lawyers Division  
of the State Bar of Wisconsin

Schedule
8:00 am Registration

8:30 am Post-Pandemic Meetings 
l A practical look at interpreting
l How have things changed?
 Jim Owczarski 

9:00 am Effectively Requesting and Processing Public Records Requests 
l Best practice tips and guidance for requesters and custodians
l Considerations for personnel records 
 Moderator: Alan R. Kesner 
 Panelists: Scott F. Brown , Lacey Cochart, Adriana M. Peguero

10:00 am Break 

10:15 am Tips for Record Custodians on How to Deal with an Increase in Stress 
and Workload
l Timelines, publicity, etc.
l Sensitive records and their impact
l Complicated legal issues
 Peter J. Block, Julie M. Spoke 

11:00 am The Use of the Public Records Law for an Improper Purpose 
l Competing viewpoints
 William G. Davidson, Thomas Kamenick

11:30 am Overview of the Wisconsin Public Records Board 
Paul M. Ferguson, Kathryn Egeland

12:00 am Case Law Update 
 Peter J. Block 

12:15 pm Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above listed times.



Faculty

Program Chairs & Presenters
Peter Block
Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office,
Milwaukee 

Paul M. Ferguson  
Wisconsin Department of Justice
Madison

Presenters
Scott F. Brown
Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel
Milwaukee   

Lacey Cochart  
City of Green Bay
Green Bay

William G. Davidson  
Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel
Milwaukee

Kathryn Egeland  
Wisconsin Department of Administration 
Madison   

Thomas Kamenick  
Kamenick Law Office
Port Washington   

Alan R. Kesner  
Wauwatosa City Attorney’s Office
Wauwatosa   

Jim Owczarski  
City of Milwaukee
Milwaukee  

Adriana M. Peguero 
Madison City Attorney’s Office
Madison

Julie M. Spoke  
Office of Lawyer Regulation
Madison
   

Dates       Location            

In-Person Seminar – Madison 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd.
Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838

Live Webcast 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023

Webcast Replay 
Friday, September 15, 2023  
Thursday, September 21, 2023 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023 
Tuesday, October 3, 2023  
Monday, October 9, 2023  
Saturday, October 21, 2023  
Friday, October 27, 2023  
Monday, November 13, 2023

Additional webcast replay dates 
are available for this program. 
Visit wisbar.org/seminars for more 
information and to register.

Credits
This program will be submitted to the 
Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 
4 credit hours consisting of:

• 3 CLE credit hours 
• 1 LAU credit hour

About LAU credits
Attorneys may submit up to 6.0 LAU
 (Lawyer Awareness and 
Understanding) credits per CLE 
reporting period. To learn more about 
CLE credit types and rules, visit wisbar.
org/credits.

Book Sale!

The Wisconsin Public Records and Open Meetings Handbook
Seminar attendees SAVE 15% on The Wisconsin Public 
Records and Open Meetings Handbook.*  Whether you 
represent a governmental entity or a private citizen, the 
Handbook provides practical guidance on public records 
law applications and the requirements for open meetings 
in Wisconsin.

* Attendees will receive information to access the discount via email after attending the program. Discount applies to both print 
and digital Books UnBound® editions of this title and cannot be applied to previous purchases. Offer valid as long as CLE credit 
is available for this program. For Books UnBound users, discount may be applied to purchase of individual Books UnBound 
title only and may not be used on purchase of full library. 

Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2022   
Strike the right balance between transparency and privacy under Wisconsin public 
records and open meeting laws. You’ll gain insight on handling large records 
requests, determining when meetings can and can’t be closed, and analyzing who 
the public records and open meetings laws truly apply to.  7.5 CLE    

CLE OnDemand Seminar:  #CA3317D;  Member: $269 | Nonmember: $349

Wisconsin Governmental Claims and Immunities Handbook  
The Wisconsin Governmental Claims and Immunities Handbook is your guide to the 
world of governmental tort litigation, compiling all the relevant governmental 
immunity statutes, both state and federal, in one handy resource. You’ll find 
chapters on all types of immunity, notice procedures, and the Federal Tort Claims 
Act. (Includes 2022-23 supplement)

Print Book:  #AK0186; ; 204+ pp.; 4th ed.; 2020-21;  Member: $189 | Nonmember: $236.25
Books UnBound Subscription:  #AE0186_SUB; Member: $186 | Nonmember: $232

Civil Litigation Forms Library 
Save time, improve your accuracy, and take some of the frustration out of 
civil litigation. The Civil Litigation Forms Library contains hundreds of fillable 
forms, including summonses and complaints; motions, affidavits, and orders; 
interrogatories, authorizations, and much more! Plus, the library is fully searchable 
by title and keyword, so you’ll always find the right form when you need it.

Online subscription: #FSFB3000 | Members only: $159/year  
(Discounts available on multi-user subscriptions.)

Additional Learning Opportunities



ONLINE:  wisbar.org/seminars 

PHONE: (800) 728-7788 

FAX:  (608) 257-5502 

MAIL:   State Bar PINNACLE Registrations 
P.O. Box 7158

 Madison, WI 53707-7158

State Bar CLE/PINNACLE Passbook registrations: 
Passbook certificates must be received by the State Bar at least one business day 
prior to the event. For in-person seminars, walk-in registrations using Passbook 
Certificates are also welcome. 

Registration cancellations:  
Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for information on PINNACLE registration 
cancellation policies.

Course materials for those attending the seminar:  
Course materials are provided in PDF format and are downloadable from 
myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days prior to and 90 days after your seminar.  

COVID-19 safety information:  
Complete and current safety guidelines can be found at wisbar.org/covidsafety.  

An Ultimate Pass™ lets you 
earn CLE the way you want to – 

all for one annual fee. Find the 
option that fits your needs.

GOLD

SILVER BRONZE

What’s your 
Ultimate?

Learn more at: wisbar.org/ultimatepass

Registration            Public Records, Open Meetings Update 2023 Priority Code:  S 4 2 5 0 B

Event Code: CA3507M  W R R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Firm Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________

                          

 Lawyer State Bar Member No. _________________________________________________________

 Nonlawyer  Profession ___________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT:  Tuition Amount Enclosed  $__________
 State Bar Passbook Certificate (enter certificate number)  # ______________________  
 Check enclosed (payable to State Bar PINNACLE)   _______________________
 Ultimate Pass Gold        Ultimate Pass Silver        Ultimate Pass Bronze
 VISA 	  MasterCard  American Express   Discover Exp. Date  ___________________

Card No. _____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:   State Bar PINNACLE Registrations
 P.O. Box 7158
 Madison, WI 53707-7158

NOTICE: By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during 
the event and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes 
without monetary compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.

SEMINAR TUITION IN-PERSON SEMINAR WEBCAST SEMINAR

  State Bar Member   $209   $239

  Nonmember   $289   $319

  Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver   $0   $0

  Ultimate Pass Bronze   $209   $0

  Passbook Certificate   1 Certificate   1 Certificate

IN-PERSON SEMINAR:
 Weds., Sept. 6, 2023  –

 Madison

LIVE WEBCAST:
 Weds., Sept. 6, 2023 

 

WEBCAST REPLAYS:  
 Fri., Sept. 15, 2023   
 Thurs., Sept. 21, 2023  
 Weds., Sept. 27, 2023 
 Tues., Oct. 3, 2023 

 Mon., Oct. 9, 2023   
 Sat., Oct. 21, 2023   
 Fri., Oct. 27, 2023  
 Mon., Nov. 13, 2023


