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Great GAL Guidance   
Guardian ad Litem Training 2022 will prepare both new and 
experienced GALs to perform their vital part in the family court 
system. You’ll come away with a deeper understanding of the variety 
of roles you might take on as a GAL, as well as practical tips for how to 
represent the best interests of a child.    

Gain valuable takeaways that will prepare you to face complex 
situations inherent to guardian ad litem work. You’ll be able to make 
solid recommendations to court commissioners, address common 
ethical issues, and more.     

How you’ll benefit:   
l	 Receive guidance from a panel of family court commissioners on 

what they expect from GALs
l	 Understand a mental health expert’s approach to children and 

therapy in GAL cases
l	 Hear a judge’s perspective on what to expect at trial and the 

GAL’s role to inform the court
l	 Get advice from a roundtable of GALs on everything from 

appointment to current issues like vaccination decisions
l	 Understand how to avoid the many ethical pitfalls that a GAL 

can face in their role

Who should attend:   
l	 Guardians ad litem for minors
l	 Those seeking GAL minor appointments
l	 Juvenile/children’s attorneys
l	 Family lawyers
l	 General practitioners

Register now!

ONLINE:	 �www.wisbar.org/seminars 

PHONE:	 (800) 728-7788 

FAX: 	 (608) 257-5502

MAIL: 	 State Bar PINNACLE Registrations 
	 P.O. Box 7158
	 Madison, WI 53707-7158 

State Bar CLE/PINNACLE Passbook Registrations:  Passbook Certificates must 
be received by the State Bar at least one business day prior to the event. 

Registration Cancellations: Please visit wisbar.org/cancellations for 
information on PINNACLE registration cancellation policies.

Course materials: Course materials are provided to seminar registrants in PDF 
format and are downloadable from myStateBar on wisbar.org up to two days prior 
to and 90 days after your seminar. 

COVID-19 Safety Information: In-person attendance for this program is limited 
and registration is offered on a first-come, first-served basis. As of the time of this 
publication, walk-in registrations will not be allowed, attendees are asked to wear 
masks and to either be vaccinated or have a negative COVID-19 test administered 
within 48 hours of the event. Complete and current safety guidelines can be found 
at wisbar.org/covidsafety.  

Registration            

Minor Guardianships of the Person: Wisconsin 
Children’s Court Practice and Procedure
SAVE 20% on Minor Guardianships of the Person: Wisconsin 
Children’s Court Practice and Procedure.* Minor Guardianships 
will give you the history of the law and bring you up to speed 
on the very recent legislative overhaul that moved private 
guardianships of children from chapter 54 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes to chapter 48 and created the new Wis. Stat. §48.9795. 

Use discount code CA3308 when you order online at wisbar.org/AK0128 or by 
calling (800) 728-7788.  

Print Book:  #AK0128; 192+ pp.; 1st ed. 2020-21
Member: $159  $127.20   Nonmember: $199  $159.20 

*	Discount cannot be applied to previous purchases. Offer valid as long as CLE credit is available for 
this program. 

Book Sale!

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/Search?search=CA3308
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/Returns-and-Refunds
https://www.wisbar.org/Pages/COVID-19.aspx#Events
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0128-minor-guardianships-of-the-person-wisconsin-children%e2%80%99s-cour/c-25/c-80/p-22533#22533
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0128-minor-guardianships-of-the-person-wisconsin-children%e2%80%99s-cour/c-25/c-80/p-22533#22533
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0128-minor-guardianships-of-the-person-wisconsin-children%e2%80%99s-cour/c-25/c-80/p-22533#22533


Credits
This program will be submitted to the Wisconsin Board of Bar 
Examiners for 7.5 CLE/GAL Minor/Family credits including 
1 Ethics and Professional Responsibility credit. 

Schedule
8:00 am	 Registration

8:30 am	 Court Commissioner Roundtable
l	Appointing a GAL – when and how
l	Expectations of a GAL by commissioners
l	Withholding placement and ramifications
l	Mediation and the rule
l	Allegations of domestic violence or substance abuse
l	Court commissioner authority – whether a 

commissioner can require treatment
l	Hearings before a commissioner and the rules of 

evidence
l	 Issues due to COVID – do parents get their missed 

placement time made up?
	 Barry J. Boline, Kelly Iselin, Thomas A. Kolpien, Cynthia L. Vopal

10:30 am	 Break

10:45 am	 Judge’s Perspective
l	New training requirements and accepting appointments
l	 Valadez case
l	Pro se litigant issues
l	Covid-19 Vaccination recommendations by GALs
l	Child abuse restraining orders
	 Hon. Thomas J. Walsh

11:45 am	 Lunch Break (on your own)

1:00 pm	 Mental Health and Children
l	Approach to children in therapy
l	Court ordered therapy and privilege
l	Alienation syndrome – is it a diagnosis?
l	Reunification therapy – does it work?
	 Dr. Marc K. Wruble

2:30 pm	 Break

2:45 pm	 Guardian ad Litem Roundtable
l	Basics of accepting an appointment
l	Payment Models
l	Making a recommendation and what is taken into 

consideration
l	Other evidence – interviews and psychological 

evaluations
l	Current issues:
4Who makes the decision as to whether a child can be 

vaccinated?
4Parents work schedules and placement challenges

l	Guardians ad litem and minimizing conflict
	 Michael S. Brandt, Gail R. Jebbia, Ryan S. MacGillis, 

Kathryn Pugh, Carley N. Windorff

3:45 pm	 Ethical Issues Faced by Guardians ad Litem
l	Eligibility for GAL appointments
l	Payment of the GAL
l	Purpose of GAL
l	SCR  20:3.5
l	 Montigny v. de Montigny
l	Acting as a witness is prohibited – why?
l	Communicating to individuals represented by counsel – 

how can a GAL do that?
l	Discovery and confidentiality rules SCR 20:1.6
l	GAL communications with collaterals
	 Katherine Harrell, Liz Schuster

4:35 pm	 Question & Answer

4:45 pm	 Program Concludes

Following start time, schedule will vary slightly from above listed times.

     Dates      Location       

In-Person Seminar – Madison 
Thursday, May 12, 2022
State Bar Center
5302 Eastpark Blvd., 
Madison, WI
(608) 257-3838 

Live Webcast 
Thursday, May 12, 2022

Faculty
Program Chair 
Sarah DeKraay  
Murphy Desmond, S.C., Madison

Presenters
Comm. Barry J. Boline 
Ozaukee County Circuit Court,
Port Washington

Michael S. Brandt
Eastbridge Law Group LLP, Madison

Katherine Harrell
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, Madison

Comm. Kelly Iselin
Walworth County Circuit Court, Elkhorn

Gail R. Jebbia
Murphy Desmond, S.C., Dodgeville

Comm. Thomas A. Kolpien
Rock County Circuit Court, Janesville

Ryan S. MacGillis
MacGillis Wiemer LLC, Wauwatosa

Kathryn Pugh
Schuster Family Law, Madison

Liz Schuster
Schuster Family Law, Madison

Comm. Cynthia L. Vopal
Brown County Circuit Court, Green Bay

Hon. Thomas J. Walsh
Brown County Circuit Court, Green Bay

Carley N. Windorff
Windorff Law, Kaukauna

Dr. Marc K. Wruble
Psychologist, Platteville

Webcast Replays  
Thursday, May 19, 2022
Monday, May 23, 2022
Friday, May 27, 2022
Wednesday, June 1, 2022
Monday, June 6, 2022
Thursday, June 9, 2022
Tuesday, June 14, 2022
Friday, June 17, 2022



Domestic Abuse for GALs: A Four-Step (SAFeR) Framework        
Discover tools to identify, evaluate, and make recommendations in disputed custody 
cases involving domestic abuse. Know what to look for when it comes to abuse and be 
ready to protect children by developing a safe placement plan.  7 CLE, 7 GALF, 7 GALMIN, 
7 GALDV, 1 EPR.

Madison Seminar and Live Webcast: June 8, 2022  
Webcast Replays: June 20 | June 24 | June 30 | July 6 | July 12 | July 18 | July 22

The Guardian ad Litem Handbook
Discover essential and practical information for handling legal issues that arise for 
GALs, as well as insight into the typical characteristics of children, elderly persons, and 
disabled adults. You’ll also find helpful interviewing techniques and a complete set of 
downloadable forms. (Includes 2020-21 supplement) 

Print Book: #AK0057; 742+ pp.; 5th ed. 2018-19; Member: $210 | Nonmember: $263
Books UnBound® Subscription: #AE0057_SUB;  Member: $189 | Nonmember: $236.25  

Family Law Forms Library   
Find the form you’re looking for fast with this fully searchable library of family law 
forms. The library includes checklists, forms, sample letters, sample language, and 
more! Save time, improve accuracy, and accomplish more with the Family Law Forms 
Library.  

Online Subscription: #FSFB8000;  Members Only: $149/year
(Discounts available on multi-user subscriptions.)     

Additional Learning Opportunities GAL Training 2022 Priority Code:  S 4 0 9 2 B

Event Code: CA3308M W R R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________	

Firm Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number_ ________________________________________________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________________________________________________

                          

l	 Lawyer	 State Bar Member No.___________________________________________________________

l	 Nonlawyer 	 Profession____________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT:  Tuition Amount Enclosed  $__________

l	 State Bar Passbook Certificate (enter certificate number)		 #_______________________ 	

l	 Check enclosed (payable to State Bar PINNACLE)			

l	 Ultimate Pass Gold       l  Ultimate Pass Silver       l  Ultimate Pass Bronze

l	 VISA 	 l	 MasterCard	 l	 American Express 	 l	 Discover	 Exp. Date ____________________

Card No.______________________________________________________________________________________

Signature______________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:  	State Bar PINNACLE Registrations
	 P.O. Box 7158
	 Madison, WI 53707-7158

NOTICE: By attending this State Bar event, you understand and agree that you may be photographed and/or electronically recorded during 
the event and you hereby grant to the State Bar the right to use and distribute your name and likeness for promotional or educational purposes 
without monetary compensation. The State Bar assumes no liability for such use.

SEMINAR TUITION IN-PERSON SEMINAR WEBCAST SEMINAR

l  State Bar Member l  $239 l  $269

l  Nonmember l  $319 l  $349

l  Ultimate Pass Gold/Silver l  $0 l  $0

l  Ultimate Pass Bronze l  $239 l  $0

l  Passbook Certificate l  1 Certificate l  1 Certificate

IN-PERSON SEMINAR:
	 Thursday, May 12, 2022 –
	 Madison

LIVE WEBCAST:
	 Thursday, May 12, 2022 
 

WEBCAST REPLAYS:  
	 Thursday, May 19, 2022 
	 Monday, May 23, 2022
	 Friday, May 27, 2022 
	 Wednesday, June 1, 2022

	 Monday, June 6, 2022 
	 Thursday, June 9, 2022
	 Tuesday, June 14, 2022 
	 Friday, June 17, 2022

This program is 
sponsored by:

The Family Law Section is pleased to offer 
several full tuition scholarships for the GAL 
Training 2022 live webcast or any webcast 

replay scheduled before June 30, 2022. (Scholarships apply to webcasts only, not 
the in-person program or CLE OnDemand.) Find more information, including 
qualifications and the application, here. Deadline to apply is April 18. QUESTIONS? 
Please contact Section Coordinator Jane Corkery by email at jcorkery@wisbar.org.

ourfamilywizard.com

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/Search?search=CA3336
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0057-guardian-ad-litem-handbook/c-25/c-80/p-16472#16472
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/ae0057_sub-guardian-ad-litem-handbook-(books-unbound)/c-25/p-16518#16518
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/online-forms/fsfb8000-family-law-forms-library/c-25/c-81/p-17636#17636
https://www.ourfamilywizard.com/
https://www.wisbar.org/formembers/groups/sections/Documents/GAL Training 2022 Scholarship Application.pdf
mailto:jcorkery%40wisbar.org?subject=GAL%20Training%202022%20Scholarship%20Application
https://www.ourfamilywizard.com/

