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Gain best practices to protect your practice  
Family law remains one of the top three practice areas generating OLR 
complaints.1  Family Law: How to Avoid an Ethics Complaint will highlight 
common ethical mistakes in the family law arena so you can be proactive in 
preventing future grievances.   

View short dramatizations of scenarios in family law such as assessing and 
responding to the threat of violence between parties, communication 
with pro se litigants, and whether meeting with a potential client creates 
a conflict in representing the other party. See if you can spot the errors of 
acting counsel, then hear from ethics professionals and family lawyers on 
the best course of action in real life. 

How you’ll benefit:  
• Be aware of common ethical mistakes in family law practice
• Assess the best course of action when faced with an issue 

involving diligence, communication, or fees
• Receive tips for managing client expectations
• Implement procedures to avoid situations that can lead to 

an OLR grievance   

Who should attend:   
• Family law attorneys
• Family Law Section members
• Children and the Law Section members 

 Register now!  

Family Law: 
How to Avoid an 
Ethics Complaint

1. Wisconsin Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company, News & Risk  Management; 
https://wilmic.com/claims-digest-spring-2021/

Co-produced with the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin

Schedule
8:30 – 11:15 am 
You Spot the Ethics Mistakes
Observe as more than a dozen ethics scenarios are re-enacted before you; 
then assess how the attorney should have acted in the scenario. Scenarios 
depicted will include:

Communication Issues
• Communication with a represented party
• Communication with a pro se litigant
• Communication with the client

Litigants Behaving Badly
• Assessing and responding to a threat of violence between parties
• Receipt of evidence that has been obtained illegally
• Disclosure of all known assets and hiding assets
• Candor to the tribunal

Lawyering Issues
• Representing a party if you previously served as mediator
• Engaging in representation if you’ve spoken to (but not been 

hired by) the opposing party
• Attorney fees

11:15 am 
Program Concludes

A fifteen-minute break will be taken at 10:00.  

Ethical Dilemma?
Don’t leave it 
to chance.
Call the State Bar of 
Wisconsin’s ethics counsel 
at (608) 229-2017 or 
(800) 254-9154  or visit 
www.wisbar.org/ethics



Faculty

Program Presenters
Brian C. Anderson
Wisconsin Lawyers Mutual 
Insurance Co., Madison 

Comm. Mark R. Fremgen
Dane County Circuit Court, Madison

Donna L. Ginzl
Anderson, O’Brien LLP, Stevens Point

David B. Karp
Karp & Iancu, S.C., Milwaukee 

Timothy J. Pierce
State Bar of Wisconsin, Madison

Dates      

Live Webcast
December 8, 2021    

Webcast Replays
Monday, December 13, 2021
Thursday, December 23, 2021
Wednesday, December 29, 2021
Tuesday, January 4, 2022
Friday, January 14, 2022
Tuesday, January 18, 2022
Wednesday, January 26, 2022

ONLINE:  www.wisbar.org/seminars 

PHONE: (800) 728-7788  

FAX:  (608) 257-5502

MAIL:   State Bar PINNACLE 
 P.O. Box 7158
 Madison, WI   53707-7158

State Bar CLE/PINNACLE Passbook 
Registrations:  Passbook Certificates 
must be received by the State Bar at least 
one business day prior to the event. 

Registration Cancellations: Visit 
wisbar.org/cancellation_policy for 
information on PINNACLE registration 
cancellation policies.

Course materials for those 
attending the seminar: Course 
materials are provided in PDF format 
and are downloadable from myStateBar 
on wisbar.org up to two days prior to 
and 90 days after your seminar.  

Registration            

Credits
This program will be submitted to the 
Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners for 
3 CLE credits including 3 Ethics and 
Professional Responsibility credits.

The Family Law Section is pleased to offer three scholarships to attend the 
live webcast of Family Law: How to Avoid an Ethics Complaint on Wednesday, 
December 8, 2021. Find more information on scholarship eligibility and 
the application at wisbar.org/familylawscholarshipethics. Deadline to 
apply is November 12. Questions? Please contact Section Coordinator Jane 
Corkery at jcorkery@wisbar.org.SC
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Family Law Casenotes and Quotes      
SAVE 20% on Family Law Casenotes and Quotes.* Plus, 
all seminar attendees receive a free two-week trial of the 
Books UnBound® version. A research tool every family 
law attorney needs. It compiles family law cases published 
since the Divorce Reform Act of 1977 (and noteworthy, 
citable unpublished opinions issued after July 1, 2009) in 
three volumes indexed for quick navigation. 

Use discount code CA3242 when you order online at  
wisbar.org/ak0056 or by calling (800) 728-7788. 

Print Book: #AK0056; 2,140+ pp., 3 vols. 6th ed. 2017-18  (Supplemented through July 2021)   
Member: $175  $140  |  Nonmember: $219  $175.20 

Books UnBound Subscription: #AE0056_SUB
Member: $189  $15 1.20  |  Nonmember: $236.25  $189

* Discount applies to both print and digital Books UnBound editions of this title and cannot be applied to previous 
purchases. Offer valid as long as CLE credit is available for this program. For Books UnBound users, discount may be 
applied to purchase of individual Books UnBound title only and may not be used on purchase of full library.

Book Sale!

Other Learning Opportunities

Advanced Skills & Techniques for Family Law Practice 2021      
Receive carefully tailored guidance on advanced family law topics from experienced 
practitioners. Know what to do when divorcing parents disagree on whether to vaccinate 
their children. Incorporate stock options into your maintenance and support calculations. 
Weigh the pros and cons of online court and stipulated divorces. Hear discussion of 
complex issues from court commissioners. Support your practice by managing your 
personal wellness. 5.5 CLE + 1 LAU    

Webcast Replays: Nov. 2, 2021 | Nov. 12, 2021 | Nov. 18, 2021 | Nov. 22, 2021
 Nov. 27, 2021 | Dec. 1, 2021 |Dec. 21, 2021 |Dec. 27, 2021

Marital Property Law & Practice in Wisconsin  
Quickly find the answer to any question involving marital property and/or property 
classification. Useful for any practitioner in the areas of family law, taxation, 
bankruptcy/creditor-debtor, and estate planning.     

Print Book: #AK0067; 860+ pp; 5th ed. 2018-19;  Member: $290 | Nonmember: $363
Books UnBound Subscription: #AE0067_SUB;  Member: $199 | Nonmember: $248.75

Family Law Forms Library
Forms at your fingertips, 24/7, from wherever you have an internet connection. Access 
more than 250 family law documents, including checklists, forms, sample letters, and 
sample language documents. 

Online Subscription: #FSFB8000;  Members Only: $145/year
(Discounts available on multi-user subscriptions.)

Attendees receive a FREE two-week trial of this Books UnBound 
title!



Start your legal
research here.

From anywhere.

Work from anywhere with Books UnBound

Books UnBound® gives you 24/7 online access to over 60 high-
quality, Wisconsin-focused legal publications. 

What you need, when you need it

At a time when daily routines have been disrupted, Books UnBound 

can save you time by putting clear explanations, relevant citations, 
and essential forms at your fingertips. Plus, titles contain links 
to Fastcase®, a database of state and federal statutes, case law, 
administrative code provisions, and Wisconsin Jury Instructions (no 
additional subscription required).

There are two basic options available to purchase Books UnBound: 
individual access and firm access.

Learn more at wisbar.org/unbound

Family Law: How to Avoid an Ethics Complaint Priority Code:  S 4 0 1 9 B

Event Code: CA3242 W R R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Firm Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________

                          

l Lawyer State Bar Member No. __________________________________________________________

l Nonlawyer  Profession ___________________________________________________________________

Payment:  Tuition Amount Enclosed  $__________

l State Bar Passbook Certificate (enter certificate number)  # ______________________  

l Check enclosed (payable to State Bar PINNACLE)   

l Ultimate Pass Gold Subscriber 

l Ultimate Pass Silver Subscriber   

l VISA 	 l MasterCard l American Express  l Discover Exp. Date  ___________________

Card No.______________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:   State Bar PINNACLE Registrations
 P.O. Box 7158
 Madison, WI 53707-7158

WEBCAST DATES:
l	 Live Webcast: Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

l	 Webcast Replay: Monday, December 13, 2021

l	 Webcast Replay: Thursday, December 23, 2021

l	 Webcast Replay: Wednesday, December 29, 2021

l	 Webcast Replay: Tuesday, January 4, 2022

l	 Webcast Replay: Friday, January 14, 2022

l	 Webcast Replay: Tuesday, January 18, 2022

l	 Webcast Replay: Wednesday, January 26, 2022

SEMINAR TUITION WEBCAST SEMINAR:
With Downloadable 

(PDF) Course 
Materials

l  State Bar Member l  $169

l  Nonmember l  $219

l  Ultimate Pass Subscriber l  $0

l  Passbook Certificate User l  1 Certificate


