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Katie York is the appellate division director for the Wisconsin State Public Defender’s Office. She
earned her undergraduate degree in business administration, with a concentration in economics, from the
University of North Carolina-Wilmington and her law degree from Golden Gate University in San
Francisco. Ms. York previously worked as a State Public Defender staff lawyer in the Green Bay trial
office and the Madison appellate office. She was also the deputy trial division director for the State Public
Defender. Ms. York is currently a member of the State Bar Board of Governors, representing District 9
(Dane County).
Brett Copeland graduated from Arizona State University in 2014, with a Bachelor of Science in criminal
justice and justice studies, and he earned his law degree at the University of St. Thomas School of Law in
Minneapolis in 2017. During his undergraduate studies, he interned with Death Penalty Alternatives of
Arizona, advocating for the abolishment of capital punishment. In law school, he interned at the Federal
Defender’s Office and Hennepin County’s State Public Defender’s Office in Minneapolis. Attorney
Copeland has been an assistant state public defender in Kenosha County since October 2017. His caseload
includes criminal misdemeanors and felonies, juvenile delinquencies, children in need of protection or
services, and termination-of-parental-rights cases.
Alaina Fahley is an assistant state public defender in the Appleton trial office, where she primarily
represents children in delinquency cases, young adults in criminal cases, and children and parents in
children in need of protection or services and termination-of-parental-rights cases in northeast Wisconsin.
Attorney Fahley is also chair-elect of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Children and the Law Section.
Attorney Fahley is a 2013 graduate of Marquette University Law School.
Jessica Fehrenbach is the current attorney manager for the State Public Defender’s Office in Merrill. She
has been a public defender for 10 years. During her first year on staff, she was assigned an original adult
jurisdiction case involving a juvenile. Since then, she has represented approximately 100 juveniles
charged with original adult jurisdiction crimes while they were placed at Lincoln Hills School or Copper
Lake School.
Trisha Fritz is a trial attorney with the Wisconsin State Public Defender’s Office. She currently works in
the Brown County office and previously worked in the Racine County office, where she focused on
parent representation for termination-of-parental-rights cases and in juvenile defense. Attorney Fritz is a
2009 graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, an alumni of AmeriCorps NCCC and
AmeriCorps State/National, and a 2014 graduate of Marquette Law School.
Matthew W. Giesfeldt graduated from the University of Wisconsin Law School in December 2012, cum
laude. Before going to law school, he was an elementary school teacher. He earned his bachelor’s degree
(education) summa cum laude from Edgewood College in 2006, and he earned his master’s degree
(educational psychology) from the University of Wisconsin in 2010. As an attorney, Mr. Giesfeldt first
practiced family and school law in private practice for almost three years. Since then, after a short stay at
the former Wisconsin Government Accountability Board, he joined the Madison trial office for the
Wisconsin State Public Defender, working exclusively in the juvenile unit, litigating juvenile matters,
termination-of-parental-rights cases, and mental health proceedings.
Colleen Marion is an assistant state public defender in the appellate division. She handles juvenile and
termination-of-parental-rights appeals and conducts trainings on appellate practice and procedure.
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Elisabeth Stockbridge is an assistant state public defender in the Shawano trial office, where she
represents juveniles in delinquency cases and children and parents in children in need of protection or
services and termination-of-parental-rights cases. Attorney Stockbridge is the family defense practice
coordinator for the State Public Defender. Before joining the State Public Defender, Attorney Stockbridge
clerked for the eight judges in the Brown County Circuit Court for two years. She is a 2009 graduate of
the University of Wisconsin Law School and serves on the board of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Children
and the Law Section.
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