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A 

 
Abduction, 1.37 
Hague Abduction Convention, 1.37, 

4.4 
 
Abuse  
See Domestic Violence and Abuse 
 
Adoption 
Generally, 2.31–.36 
Family-based petition, 2.33 
Hague Adoption Convention, 2.34 
Orphan adoption process, 2.35 
Readoption, 2.36 
 
Annulment 
Generally, 2.23 
Effect on immigration status,  

2.23–.26 
Effect on VAWA self-petitions, 3.18 
Fraud-based grounds, 1.16, 2.23 
 

C 
 
Children and Juveniles  
See individual topics (e.g., 

Abduction; Custody and Physical 
Placement of Children) 

 
Culture, ch. 5 
See also Religion 
Divorce 
—generally, 1.4 
—cultural divorce, 1.24 
—nonrecognition of civil divorce by 

certain religions, 5.6 

Marriage 
—generally, 1.4 
—cultural marriage ceremonies, 1.10 
 
Custody and Physical Placement of 

Children 
Domestic abuse considerations, 3.21, 

3.22 
Effect of parent’s undocumented 

status, 3.24, 5.13 
Orders used as evidence in VAWA 

self-petitions, 3.20–.22 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction 

and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA), 
1.22, 4.4 

 
D 

 
Deportation and Removal 
Cancellation, 3.15 
Criminal acts, 2.6 
Effect on child custody and physical 

placement, 5.13 
Power of attorney, 1.33 
 
Divorce 
See also Family Court Proceedings in 

Wisconsin, Generally 
Cultural, 1.24 
Effect on immigration status,  

2.23–.26 
Full faith and credit, 1.22 
Jurisdiction, 1.15, 4.4 
Residency requirements, 1.14 
Uniform Divorce Recognition Act, 

1.23 
 



INDEX 

 
 

Index-2  © June 2026, State Bar of Wisconsin 
  9/11/07 

Documentation 
Family Court Proceedings. See 

Family Court Proceedings in 
Wisconsin, Generally—
Documentation or Identification 

Marriage, 1.6, 2.20 
 
Domestic Violence and Abuse 
Generally, ch. 3 
Documentation of abuse in family 

court proceeding as proof in 
immigration case, 3.23 

Protection Orders, 3.25 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, 

3.38. See Immigration Status—
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
(SIJS) 

U nonimmigrant status, 3.30. See 
Immigration Status—
U nonimmigrant status (U visa) 

Violence Against Women Act, 3.11. 
See Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) Self-Petitions 

 
F 

 
Family Court Proceedings in 

Wisconsin, Generally 
See also individual topics (e.g., 

Custody and Physical Placement of 
Children; Divorce) 

Child support and maintenance, 1.32 
Discovery, 1.31 
Documentation or identification 
—employment verification, 1.29 
—financial disclosure, generally, 

1.26–.30 
—picture identification, 1.20 
—Social Security numbers, 1.19, 1.32 
—use as evidence in immigration 

case, 3.20–.25 
Effect on immigration status,  

2.15–.27 

Hearings, ch. 4 
—attendance by remote means, 4.3 
—risks to immigrants when attending 

in person, 4.2 
Power of attorney when risk of 

deportation, 1.33 
Property division, 1.28, 5.12 
Protection orders, 3.25 
Residence requirements, 1.14 
 

G 
 
Gender 
Roles, cultural differences, 5.9 
 

I 
 
Immigration Law 
Admission requirements, 1.16 
Applications 
—conditional permanent resident 

(CPR), 2.21, 2.25 
—family-based petitions, 1.16,  

2.16–.22, 3.14 
—parent-child relationship, 

establishing, 2.28–.36 
—withdrawal, 2.24 
Child 
—definition, 2.29 
—stepchild, 2.30 
Fraud, 2.6, 2.21 
Residency, 1.15 
 
Immigration Status 
Generally, ch. 2 
Asylees, 2.7 
Citizenship, U.S., 2.5 
Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA), 2.11 
Family court proceedings, effect on, 

5.10–.13 
—property division, 5.12 
Green card holders, 2.6 
Lawful permanent resident (LPR), 

2.6, 2.26 
Marriage, effect on, 1,15 
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Refugees, 2.7 
—terminology, 1.1 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 

(SIJS), 3.35–.40 
—intersection with juvenile state 

court proceedings, 3.40 
—process, 3.36–.39 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS), 

2.10 
U nonimmigrant status (U Visa) 
—generally, 3.27–.34 
—benefits, 3.33 
—limitations, 3.34 
—petition requirements, 3.28–.32 
Undocumented immigrants, 2.13, 

3.24 
Visa Waiver Program (VWP), 2.12 
Visas 
—generally, 2.8 
—diversity visa (DV), 2.8 
—tourist (B-2), 2.8 
 
Immigrants 
Population data in Wisconsin, 1.2 
 
Interpreters 
Access in court, 5.17 
Attorney-client communication, 1.15, 

1.17, 5.16 
 

J 
 
Jurisdiction  
See also Divorce—Jurisdiction 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction 

and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA), 
1.22, 4.4 

 
L 

 
Language  
See Interpreters 
 

M 
 
Marriage 
Bona fide, 2.20–.21, 2.25–.27 
Common-law, 1.11 
Cultural, 1.10 
Effect on immigration status, 1.16 
Polygamous, 2.20, 2.23, 3.8, 3.18 
Validity of 
—generally, 1.5 
—for immigration purposes, 

generally, 2.20, 2.25–.26 
—for VAWA self-petitions, 3.8 
—full faith and credit, 1.9 
—in Wisconsin, 1.6 
—non-Wisconsin, generally, 1.7–.11 
 

N 
 
Notarization and Notarios, 1.20 
 

R 
 
Refugees  
See Immigration Status—Refugees 
 
Religion, 5.3–5.8 
Catholicism, 5.4, 5.6, 5.7 
Child-rearing, effect on, 5.7 
Faiths, generally, 5.4 
Intersection with family law, 5.5–.8 
—divorce, 1.24, 5.6 
Marriage, 1.10 
Medical-care decision-making, effect 

on, 5.8 
 
Residence and Residency 
Admission requirements, 1.16 
Definitions 
—practice tips for minimizing 

confusion by immigrants, 1.17 
—under immigration law, 1.15 
—under Wisconsin family code, 1.14 
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S 
 
Separation, Legal, 2.27 
 
Social Security Numbers, 1.19 
Benefit for VAWA self-petitioners, 

3.12 
Documentation for marriage, 1.6, 

5.12 
Employment verification, 1.29 
 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 

(SIJS)  
See also Immigration Status— 

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
(SIJS) 

Generally, 3.37 
 
Status, Immigration  
See Immigration Status 
 

T 
 
Travel 
By lawful permanent resident, 2.6 
With minor children, 1.34–.37 
—passports, 1.36 
 

U 
 
U Nonimmigrant Status (U Visa) 
See also Immigration Status—

U nonimmigrant status (U visa) 
Generally, 3.27–.34 
Petition requirements, 3.28–.32 
 
Undocumented Immigration Status  
See Immigration Status—

Undocumented Immigrants 
 

V 
 
Violence Against Women Act 

(VAWA) Self-Petitions 
See also Domestic Violence and 

Abuse 
Generally, 3.3–.26 
Benefits and protections, 3.12 
Intersection with family actions, 

3.16–.25 
Limitations, 3.26 
Removal of conditions on residence, 

3.13 
Requirements, 3.6–.11 
—battery or extreme cruelty, 3.11 
—good moral character, 3.10 
—qualifying relationship, 3.7 
—residence with abuser, 3.9 
—valid and good-faith marriage, 3.8, 

3.18 
 
 


