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PART I

PUBLIC RECORDS LAW

CHAPTER 1
OVERVIEW OF WISCONSIN’S PUBLIC RECORDS LAW

I.  Scope [§1.1]

I1.  History of the Public Records Law [§ 1.2]

A.
B.

Early Perceptions [§ 1.3]

Wisconsin Public Records Laws [§ 1.4]

1. History [§ 1.5]

2. Statutory Presumption of Access [§ 1.6]
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B.
C.

E.

F.

G.
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Employee [§1.10]

Local Public Office and State Public Office [§ 1.11]
1. Local Public Office [§1.12]
2. State Public Office [§ 1.13]
Record [§ 1.14]

Statutory Definition [§ 1.15]
Email [8 1.16]

Copies [§81.17]

Drafts and Notes [§ 1.18]
Published Materials [8 1.19]
Copyrighted Material [§ 1.20]
7. Social Media [§ 1.21]

Record Subject [§ 1.22]
Requester [§ 1.23]

Legal Custodians [§ 1.24]
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V. Procedural Information [§ 1.25]

A.
B.
C.

Notice Requirements [§ 1.26]
Time Computation [8 1.27]
Limited Notice Requirements to Record Subjects [§ 1.28]
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Records of an Individual Holding a Local or State Public Office [§ 2.22]
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Financial Identifying Information [§ 2.24]
2. Other Statutory Exceptions [§ 2.25]
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b. The USA PATRIOT Act [§ 2.27]
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1. InGeneral [§2.29]
2. Prosecutor’s Files [§ 2.30]
3. Social Security Numbers [§ 2.31]
4. Purely Personal Email Records [§ 2.32]
The Balancing Test [§ 2.33]
Other Limitations [§ 2.34]
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Safety Reasons [§ 2.36]
Ongoing Criminal Investigations [8 2.37]
Identity Theft [§ 2.38]
Victim’s Rights [§ 2.39]
Police and Prosecution Strategies and Techniques [§ 2.40]
Voter Intimidation [§ 2.41]
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IV. Practical Application [§ 2.42]
A. Basis for Denial [§2.43]
B. Processing a Request [§ 2.44]
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C. Notice to the Record Subject [§ 2.45]
D. Responding to a Notice [8 2.46]
E. The Court’s Response [§ 2.47]

V.  Summary of Notification Requirements [§ 2.48]
A. Employee Notification [8 2.49]
B. Public Official Notification [§ 2.50]
C. Failure to Comply [§2.51]

VI. Format of the Record [§ 2.52]

Records in Formats That Permit Photocopying [§ 2.53]
Audio Recordings [§ 2.54]

Videotapes [§ 2.55]

Computer Tapes [§ 2.56]

Unusual Format [§ 2.57]
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VII. The Denial [§2.58]
VIII. Personally Identifiable Information [§ 2.59]

IX. Record Retention [§ 2.60]
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PRIVILEGES
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I1l.  Other Privileges [§ 3.14]
A. Identity of an Informant [§ 3.15]
B. Other Evidentiary Privileges [8 3.16]
C. Deliberative-Process Privileges [§ 3.17]
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ACCESS TO PERSONNEL RECORDS
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I.  Officer Safety [§5.17]
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CHAPTER6
PUPIL AND JUVENILE RECORDS
IN THE POSSESSION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Disclosure of Pupil Records [8 6.15]
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4. Disclosure to State and Local Health Officials [§ 6.22]
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V.  Pupils’ School, Police, and Court Records [§ 6.25]

A. Statutory Changes [§ 6.26]

B. Law Enforcement Records [§ 6.27]
1. Statutory Provisions [§ 6.28]
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CHAPTER 11
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
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PART Il OPEN MEETINGS LAW
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