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Subject Index 
 
 

References are to section numbers and form numbers except as noted. 
 
 

A 
 
Abatement, 2.29, 4.24 
 
Accounts (Bank) 
See also Assets; Final Account; Inventory 
Generally, 3.21, 4.13 
Savings and Checking Accounts, Letter Requesting 

Information on, Form 3.23 
 
Address Change 
See Mail 
 
Ademption, 2.29 
 
Administration, Formal, Order for, Form 4.15 
 
Administration Expenses 
Deduction for, 6.6, 6.7 
Election of, Form 6.7 
 
Advancement 
Generally, 2.29 
 
Affidavits 
Domicile, Affidavit of, Form 3.57 
Service, Affidavit of, Form 4.9 
Transfer of property by affidavit, Form 5.1 
Transfer of Vehicles.  See Motor Vehicles, Transfer 

of 
 
Allowances (Family) 
See also Claims 
Generally, 4.38 
Allowance, Petition and Order for, Forms 4.55, 4.56 
Special Allowance, Petition and Order for, 

Forms 4.58, 4.59 
Spousal Election, Form 4.62 
Spouse’s Exemption from Creditors, Petition and 

Order for, Forms 4.60, 4.61 
Surviving Spouse’s Selection of Personal Property, 

Form 4.57 
 
Ancillary Probate 
Generally, 2.16, 4.40 
 

Applications 
Death Certificate, Application for, Form 3.21 
Federal Employer Identification Number, 

Application for, Form 6.1 
Informal Administration, Application for, 

Forms 3.1, 4.46 
Title & License Plate, Application for, Form 3.60 
 
Appraisal 
Generally, 2.15, 2.19, 3.2, 3.21 
Letter to Appraiser(s), Form 4.21 
Order Appointing Appraiser(s), Form 4.20 
Property in multiple states, 3.3 
When required, 4.14 
 
Assets 
See also Estate Tax; Income Tax; Inventory; Marital 

Property 
Collection of, 2.21, 3.21, 4.13; MIL §§ 11–21 
Investment of, 2.22 
Nonliquid, conversion of, 4.38 
 
Assignment 
Generally, 2.28, 4.24 
Of Interest, Form 4.64 
Petition that Home Be Assigned to Spouse or 

Domestic Partner, Form 4.65 
 
Attorney 
Generally, 2.18 
As beneficiary, 2.9 
Conflict of interest, 2.9 
Consent to act, Form 3.10 
Dual representation, 2.9 
Duty to nonclients, 2.9 
Ethical duties, 2.9 
Order appointing, Form 3.9 
For person in military service.  See Guardian ad 

Litem 
Personal representative duties generally, 2.19 
Representation, Letter of, Form 2.1 
Selection of, 3.8 
 
Automobile 
See Motor Vehicle 
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B 
 
Bank 
See Accounts; Safe Deposit Box 
 
Beneficiaries 
Determination of interest, 2.25 
Distribution of estate, 4.24 
Effect of testator’s murder by, 2.27 
Effect of undue influence or fraud by, 2.30 
Former or current client, 2.9 
Inventory to Beneficiaries, Letter Forwarding, 

Form 3.45 
Notification letters, 4.9; Forms 4.10, 4.11 
Personal Representative’s Statement to Close Estate 

to Beneficiaries, Letter Forwarding, Form 3.71 
Request for Tax Identification Number and 

Certification, Form 3.2 
Time to claim distributions, 4.27 
 
Bequests 
Abatement of, 2.29, 4.24 
Ademption of, 2.29 
Attorney as beneficiary, 2.9 
Disclaimer of, 2.28 
Election by surviving spouse, 6.14 
Inclusion of income in respect of decedent, 6.18 
Monetary bequests, exception to notice-of-inventory 

requirement, 4.14 
Notification letters, 4.9; Forms 4.10, 4.11 
Pecuniary, funding of, 6.18 
Residuary, 4.24, 6.18; Form 3.67 
Specific, 4.9, 4.24, 6.18; Forms 3.66, 4.11 
 
Bonds 
See also Savings Bonds 
Signature Bond, Forms 4.17, 5.8–5.9, 5.16–5.17 
Surety, MIL § 7.04 
 
Business, subchapter S, 4.13 
 
 

C 
 
Case Management 
Cash Requirements Worksheet, ch. 1 
Critical Date Chart, ch. 1 
Estate Progress Worksheets, ch. 1 
Master Information List, ch. 1 
 
Cash Bond, Decedent’s 
See Employer 
 

Certificates 
Certificate Determining Estate Tax 
—Letter Forwarding, Form 6.18 
Certificate of Descent, Form 5.26 
Closing Certificate for Fiduciaries 
—Form 6.15 
—Letter Forwarding, Form 6.18 
—Petition to Dispense with Filing of, and Order, 

Forms 6.16, 6.19 
—Request for form, Form 6.14 
Inventory Exhibited, Form 3.43 
 
Choice of Procedure, 2.12 
 
Claims 
Claim Against Estate, Form 4.23 
Claims Information to Probate Registrar, Letter 

Forwarding, Form 3.35 
Claims Notice, Probate, Form 3.7 
Compromise of, 2.31, 4.17 
Disposing of, 3.23, 4.16 
Distribution to Ward 
—Notice of, Form 4.42 
Estate Receipt, Form 3.37 
Filing 
—fee, 4.17 
—procedure, 4.17 
—time limits, 4.18 
Insufficient assets, 4.17 
Judgment on Claims, Form 4.25 
Letters to Creditors, Forms 3.33–3.35 
Notice 
—to creditors, 3.7, 4.9, 5.5, 5.9; Forms 3.8, 3.22, 

4.5, 4.7, 5.12 
—to Department of Health Services, Department of 

Children and Families, or Department of 
Corrections, 3.6, 4.9, 4.18, 5.3, 5.5, 5.9; 
Forms 3.1, 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.46, 5.1, 5.4 

Objection to Allowance of Claim, Form 4.24 
Objection to claim, 4.17 
Order Limiting Time for Filing Claims, Form 4.7 
Order Setting Time for Notice, Form 4.5 
Payment to Creditor, Letter Forwarding, Form 3.36 
Proof of publication, 3.7, 4.9, 5.6, 5.9; Forms 3.19, 

3.20, 3.38–3.40 
Public Benefits Claims 
—Letter Regarding Possible, Form 3.6 
—Probate Claims Notice, Form 3.7 
Spouse’s Exemption from Creditors, 4.38 
—Order for, Form 4.61 
—Petition for, Form 4.60 
Summary Assignment 
—creditors’ rights, 2.14 
—Notice to Creditors, 5.8; Form 5.13 
Trial on claim, 4.17 
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Classification of Assets 
See Marital Property, Classification of property; 

Inventory 
 
Client Intake 
See generally chs. 1, 2 
Conflicts of interest, 2.2, 2.8, 2.9 
Letter of Representation, Form 2.1 
Master Information List, ch. 1 
Scope of representation, 2.5 
 
Closing the Estate 
See also Final Account; Final Judgment 
Descent of property, determination of, 5.18, 5.19; 

Forms 5.27, 5.26, 3.66, 3.67, 4.43 
Formal probate 
—documents required, 4.25 
—Final Judgment, Form 4.40 
—hearing on estate account, 4.22 
—order setting time for closing, Form 4.5 
—procedural overview, 4.21 
Informal probate 
—documents required, 3.29 
—Documents to Probate Registrar, Letter 

Forwarding, Form 3.72 
—Statement of Personal Representative to Close 

Estate, Form 3.70 
—Time to Close Estate, Petition and Order to 

Extend, Forms 3.62–3.64 
Joint tenancy, termination of, Forms 5.19, 5.20 
Life estate, termination of, 5.12; Forms 5.19, 5.20 
Summary assignment, 5.9; Form 5.18 
Summary settlement, 5.6; Form 5.10 
 
Collection of Assets 
See Assets 
 
Compromise of Claims 
See Claims 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
Generally, 2.2, 2.8, 2.9 
Attorney, 2.9 
Personal representative, 2.8 
Surviving spouse as personal representative, 2.8 
 
Conversion of Proceedings 
Formal or informal to summary, 2.14, 5.5 
Formal to informal 
—generally, 4.31 
—application to convert and notice, Forms 4.46, 

4.47 
—Order Converting Proceeding, Form 4.48 

Informal to formal 
—generally, 3.30 
—Demand for Formal Proceedings, Form 3.74 
—reinstating informal, 3.33; Form 3.1 
Informal to summary, 5.8 
 
Creditors 
See Claims 
 
 

D 
 
Deadlines 
Claims 
—Notice to Creditors, Form 3.8 
—Notice Setting Time to Hear Application and 

Deadline for Filing Claims, Form 3.22 
—Order Limiting Time for Filing Claims, Form 4.7 
—Order Setting Time for Notice, Form 4.5 
—time limit for filing claims, 4.18 
Disclaimer, 2.28 
Distributions, beneficiary, time to claim, 4.27 
Estate tax, 2.23, 6.4 
Formal probate, time limits in closing, 4.27 
Income taxes 
—deadline to file, 2.23, 6.12, 6.14 
—deadline to pay, 2.23, 6.12, 6.14 
Inventory, filing, 4.14 
Objection to claim, 4.17 
 
Death Certificate 
Application for Death Certificate, Form 3.21 
 
Deductions, Tax 
See Estate Tax; Income Tax 
 
Deferred Marital Property 
See Marital Property, Classification of property 
 
Descent of Property 
Generally, 2.13, 5.16 
Certificate of Descent 
—Form 5.26 
—Petition for, Form 5.24 
—procedure, 5.19; Form 5.26 
Judgment Determining Descent 
—Form 5.27 
—Order for Hearing Petition, Form 5.25 
—Petition for, Form 5.24 
—procedure, 5.17 
 
Determination Date 
See Marital Property 
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Discharge of Guardian ad Litem, 3.5, 4.7; 
Form 4.44 

 
Discharge of Personal Representative 
See also Personal Representative, liability, 

discharge from 
Formal probate, 4.30; Form 4.45 
Informal probate, 3.28 
 
Disclaimer 
See Elections, disclaimer 
 
Distributions 
Of estate in formal probate, 4.24, 4.27 
Letter concerning, Form 3.69 
Liability for, 3.24 
 
Divorce 
Effect on prior will, 2.27 
 
Domicile 
Affidavit of Domicile, Form 3.57 
Domiciliary Letters 
—Form 3.16 
—Letter Requesting, Form 3.17 
Jurisdiction and venue, 2.17, 3.3 
 
 

E 
 
Efiling, ch. 3 (intro.), ch. 4 (intro.), ch. 5 (intro.), 

ch. 6 (intro.) 
 
Elections 
See also Administration Expenses; Estate Tax; 

Income Tax 
Assignment, 2.28, 4.24; Form 4.64 
Augmented marital, 2.28 
Deferred marital, 2.28, 6.5 
Disclaimer, 2.21, 2.28, 4.24, 6.5; Form 4.63 
Equitable, 2.29 
 
Electronic Filing 
See Efiling 
 
Employer 
Annuities and death benefits, 2.11, 3.21; MIL § 21 
Direct payment of decedent’s cash bond to 

dependents, 2.13, 5.24 
Direct payment of decedent’s wages to dependents, 

2.13, 5.23 
Employer Identification Number (EIN) 
—See Employer Identification Number 
Letter Requesting Information from Decedent’s 

Employer, Form 3.29 

Employer Identification Number 
Generally, 6.4, 6.14, 4.10 
Application for, Form 6.1 
Letter Advising Personal Representative of, 

Form 6.2 
 
Estate Tax 
See also Administration Expenses; Taxable Estate 
Generally, 2.23; MIL § 38 
Certificate Determining Estate Tax 
—Letter Forwarding, Form 6.18 
Closing Letter, Letter Forwarding Estate Tax, 

Form 6.19 
Computation of tax, 6.8 
Deductions, 6.6, 6.7 
Federal 
—generally, 2.23, 6.4 
—deadlines, 2.23, 6.4 
—extension to file, 6.4 
—extension to pay, 6.4 
—Notice Concerning Fiduciary Relationship, 6.4; 

Forms 6.3, 6.4 
—Notice of Termination of Fiduciary Relationship, 

Form 6.3 
—penalties, 6.4 
—penalty for undervaluation, 6.5 
—Return, Form 6.5 
—return, list of attachments, 6.9 
—Transmittal Letter for Federal Estate Tax Return, 

Form 6.6 
Gross estate valuation, 6.5 
Liability of personal representative 
—generally, 6.2 
—discharge from, Form 6.6 
Tax identification number, 6.4 
Thresholds, 6.4 
Wisconsin 
—generally, 6.3 
 
Ethical Considerations 
See Conflict of Interest 
 
Executor 
See Personal Representative 
 
Exoneration, 2.29 
 
Extensions 
Request establishes fiscal year (estate income tax), 

6.15 
To close estate, Forms 3.62, 3.63 
To file tax, 6.4, 6.12, 6.14 
To pay tax, 2.23, 6.4 
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F 
 
Fact Pattern, ch. 6 
 
Family Needs 
See Allowances 
 
Fiduciary 
See Personal Representative 
 
Filing, ch. 3 (intro.), ch. 4 (intro.), ch. 5 (intro.), 

ch. 6 (intro.) 
 
Final Account 
Generally, 2.24 
Estate Account, Form 3.65 
Formal 
—Estate Account, Form 4.36 
—Hearing on, 4.22; Form 4.38 
—Petition for, Form 4.37 
—Supplemental Estate Account, 4.23; Form 4.39 
Informal 
—generally, 3.28 
—Estate Account, Form 3.65 
Preparing, MIL §§ 22–37 
 
Final Judgment 
Generally, 4.23 
Abridgment of, Form 4.41 
Form 4.40 
Recording 
—generally, 4.28 
—Proof of, Form 4.43 
 
Foreign Executor 
See Personal Representative 
 
Formal Probate 
See also Waiver, Opening estate on 
Generally, 2.15 
Allowances for family, 4.37 
Appraiser(s) 
—generally, 4.10 
—Letter to, Form 4.21 
—Order Appointing, Form 4.20 
Assets insufficient, 4.24 
Assignment of Interest, 4.24; Form 4.64 
Certificate of Trust, Form 4.19 
Claims, Judgment on, Form 4.25 
Closing the estate, 4.20 
Conversion to informal probate 
—generally, 4.31 
—Notice of Application, Form 4.47 
—Order for, Form 4.48 
Disclaimer of Interest, 4.24; Form 4.63 

Distribution of estate, 4.24, 4.27 
Domiciliary Letters, Form 4.16 
Estate account 
—Form 4.36 
—hearing on, 4.22 
—Order and Notice for Hearing, Form 4.38 
—Petition for Final Judgment, Form 4.37 
Exemption of property for surviving spouse, 4.38; 

Forms 4.60, 4.61 
Filing, ch. 4 (intro.) 
Final judgment 
—generally, 4.23 
—Form 4.40 
—Order and Notice for Hearing on Petition for 

Final Judgment, Form 4.38 
—Recording, 4.28; Form 4.43 
Formal Administration, Petition and Order for, 

Forms 4.1, 4.15 
Forms required 
—to open, 4.11 
—to close, 4.25 
—to convert to informal probate, 4.33 
Heirship 
—determination of, 4.5; Form 4.7 
—Proof of Heirship, Form 4.12 
Initial hearing, 4.10 
Initiation of, 4.6 
Inventory 
—generally, 4.13 
—Form 4.26 
—Notice of Inventory on File, Form 4.27 
Notice to interested persons and creditors 
—generally, 4.9, 4.14, 4.22 
—Estate Account, 4.22; Forms 4.36–4.39 
—Inventory, 2.24, 4.14; Form 4.26 
—Order Setting Deadline for Filing a Claim, 

Form 4.7 
—Order Setting Time to Hear Petition for 

Administration and Heirship and Deadline for 
Filing Claims, Form 4.5 

—Probate Claims Notice, 4.9, 4.18; Forms 3.6, 3.7, 
4.1, 4.46 

—Proof of publication documents, Forms 3.19, 
3.20, 3.38–3.40 

Notification letters to heirs and legatees, 4.9; 
Forms 4.10, 4.11 

Opening estate 
—on notice, 4.9 
—on waiver, 4.9 
Order Limiting Time for Filing Claims, Form 4.7 
Order Setting Time to Hear Petition for 

Administration and Deadline for Filing Claims, 
Form 4.5 

Outline of, 4.1–4.40 
Personal representative, discharge of, 4.30; 

Form 4.45 
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Procedural guides, ch. 4 
Receipts, filing, 4.29 
Resident Agent, Appointment of, Form 4.22 
Time limits, 4.27 
Waiver, Consent and Approval, Form 4.6 
Waiver of Right to Receive Inventory and 

Accounts, Form 4.28 
When desirable, 2.15, 4.2 
When required, 2.15, 4.2 
 
Forms  
See also specific Forms  
Forms Index 
 
Fraud 
Attorney’s ethical considerations, 2.9 
By beneficiary, 2.30 
Decedent, prior fraudulent conveyance by, 4.17 
Personal representative, release from liability for, 

3.28 
 
Funeral Expenses 
See Mortuary Arrangements 
 
 

G 
 
Gifts, 2.28 
See also Ademption; Advancement 
 
Guardian ad Litem 
Appointing of 
—generally, 3.5, 3.35, 4.7 
—Consent to Act, Form 3.10 
—Order Appointing, Forms 3.9, 4.2 
Discharge of 
—generally, 3.5, 4.7 
—Order Discharging, Form 4.44 
Dispensing with guardian ad litem 
—generally, 3.5, 4.7 
—Order, Form 3.12 
—Petition, Form 3.11 
Notice, ability to waive, 4.7 
Notification Letter to Guardian ad Litem or 

Attorney for Person in Military Service, 
Form 4.4 

 
 

H 
 
Hearing 
Determination of descent, 5.18 
Estate account, 4.22 
Procedural guides, ch. 4 

Initial hearing 
—formal probate, 4.10 
—informal probate, 3.12, 3.14 
Judgment determining descent, 5.18 
Summary assignment, 5.9 
Summary settlement, 5.6 
Termination of life estate, 5.12 
 
Heirs 
Adopted, 3.4, 4.5 
Determination of, 3.4, 4.5; MIL § 5 
Nonmarital, 2.29, 3.4, 4.5 
Notification Letter to Heirs, Form 4.10 
Posthumous, 3.4, 4.5 
Pretermitted, 2.29 
Proof of Heirship, Forms 3.4, 4.12 
 
Homestead, 4.38 
See also Real Estate 
Petition That Home Be Assigned to Spouse or 

Domestic Partner, Form 4.65 
 
 

I 
 
Income in Respect of a Decedent (IRD), 6.18 
 
Income Tax 
See also Administration Expenses 
Generally, 2.23 
Assessment, request for prompt, 6.11; Form 6.12 
Closing Certificate for Fiduciaries, Forms 6.14–6.18 
Deadline 
—to file, 2.23, 6.12, 6.14 
—to pay, 2.23, 6.12, 6.14 
Decedent’s final return, 4.13, 6.12 
Deductions 
—generally, 6.14, 6.17, 6.18 
—for personal representative’s fees, waiver of, 

6.19; Form 6.7 
Division of items between decedent’s and estate’s 

income tax return, 6.17 
Elections, 6.14, 6.17 
Estate’s return, 6.14 
Extension of time, 6.12, 6.14 
Fiduciary Income Tax Return 
—federal, Form 6.10 
—Wisconsin, Form 6.11 
Fiduciary relationship, notice concerning 
—generally, 6.11 
—Form 6.3 
—Letter Forwarding, Form 6.4 
Final return, whether required, 6.12 
Fiscal year for estate, selection of, 6.15 
Income in respect of a decedent (IRD), 6.18 
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Joint versus separate returns, 6.13 
Loss carryovers, 6.19 
Penalties, 6.16 
Personal representative 
—personal liability of, 6.11; Form 3.70 
—waiver of deduction for fees, 6.19; Form 6.7 
Reducing taxable estate, 6.19 
 
Informal Probate 
See also Waiver, opening estate on 
Generally, 2.15, ch. 3 (intro.), 3.2 
Administration Expenses, Election of, Form 6.7 
Application for Informal Administration 
—Form 3.1 
—denial of application, 2.15, 3.11; Form 3.1 
Claims, disposing of, 3.23 
Converting from formal probate 
—generally, 4.31 
—Application for Informal Administration, 

Form 4.46 
—Notice of Application to Convert to Informal 

Administration, Form 4.47 
—Order Converting Proceeding to Informal 

Administration, Form 4.48 
Converting to formal proceedings 
—generally, 3.31 
—Demand for Formal Proceedings, 3.32; Form 3.74 
—reinstating informal proceedings, 3.33, Form 3.1 
Determining assets, 3.21 
Distribution, Letters Concerning, Form 3.69 
Domiciliary Letters, Form 3.16 
Estate Account, Form 3.65 
Filing, ch. 3 (intro.) 
Hearing on application, required documents, 3.15 
Heirs, determination of 
—generally, 3.4 
—Proof of Heirship, Form 3.4 
Initial Documents to Probate Court, Letter 

Forwarding, Form 3.18 
Initiation of Probate, Letter Regarding, Form 3.5 
Inventory 
—generally, 3.20 
—Form 3.42 
—Letter Forwarding to Beneficiaries, Form 3.45 
—Letter Forwarding to Probate Registrar, 

Form 3.44 
Jurisdiction and venue, 3.3 
Letters of trust, 3.11 
Notice to interested persons and creditors 
—generally, 3.7, 3.14, 3.15 
—Estate Account, 2.24, 3.28; Form 3.65 
—Inventory, 2.24, 3.20; Form 3.42 
—letters to creditors, Forms 3.33–3.36 
—Notice to Creditors, Form 3.8 

—Notice Setting Time to Hear Application and 
Deadline for Filing Claims, Form 3.22 

—probate claims notice, 3.6; Forms 3.1, 3.6, 3.7 
Opening estate, on waiver, 3.11, 3.12 
Outline of, 3.1–3.36 
Personal Representative 
—Consent to Serve, Form 3.13 
—Final Letter to, Form 3.73 
—Statement to Close Estate, 3.28; Form 3.70 
Probate claims notice, 3.6; Forms 3.1, 3.6, 3.7 
Statement of 
—Informal Administration, Form 3.15 
—Termination or Confirmation of Interest(s) in 

Property, Form 3.50 
Termination 
—of Decedent’s Interest, Form 3.52 
—or Confirmation of Interest(s) in Property, 

Statement of, Form 3.50 
Waiver and Consent, Form 3.3 
When appropriate, 2.15, 3.2, 3.11 
 
Insurance 
Generally, 3.21, 4.13; MIL § 17 
Liability insurance 
—Letter Reminding Personal Representative to 

Review Insurance, Form 3.28 
Life insurance 
—generally, 2.11, 2.21, 3.21, 4.13; MIL § 17 
—Letter Regarding, Form 3.53 
—Life Insurance Statement for Insured Decedent, 

Form 3.54 
 
Inventory 
Generally, 2.24, 3.20, 4.15; MIL §§ 11–16 
Classification of Property 
—Hearing on, Order for, Form 4.31 
—Objection to, Form 4.30 
—Order Approving, Petition for, Form 4.29 
—Order Classifying Property, Form 4.32 
—Personal Representative or Relative, Letter 

Regarding Inventory to, Form 3.41 
—Probate Registrar, Letter Forwarding Inventory 

to, Form 3.44 
Determining assets, 3.21, 4.13 
Exhibiting, 2.24, 3.21 
Filing, 2.24, ch. 3 (intro.), 3.21, ch. 4 (intro.), 4.14 
Form 
—formal, Form 4.26 
—informal, Form 3.42 
Inventory Exhibited, Form 3.43 
Inventory on File, Notice of, Form 4.27 
Letter to Personal Representative or Relative 

Regarding, Form 3.41 
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Letters Forwarding 
—to Probate Registrar, Form 3.44 
—to Beneficiaries, Form 3.45 
Waiver of Right to Receive Inventory and 

Accounts, Form 4.28 
 
Investments, 2.22 
 
 

J 
 
Joint Tax Returns 
See Income Tax 
 
Joint Tenancy 
Generally, MIL § 18 
Certificate of Termination, Form 5.20 
Certificate of Summary Confirmation of Interest in 

Property, Form 5.22 
Order on Petition for Summary Assignment, 5.9; 

Form 5.18 
Order on Petition for Summary Settlement, 5.6; 

Form 5.10 
Petition for Summary Confirmation of Interest in 

Property, Form 5.21 
—Final Judgment, 4.23; Form 4.40 
—Petition for Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life 

Estate, Form 5.19 
—Statement of (informal probate), 3.29; Form 3.50 
Termination of Decedent’s Interest, Form 5.23 
Transfer 
—generally, 2.11, 2.13 
—of Interest in Property, 3.29; Form 3.51 
—summary proceedings, 5.13 
—Termination of Decedent’s Interest, Form 3.52 
 
Judge, Substitution of 
See Substitution of Judge 
 
Judgment 
Determining Descent, Form 5.27 
Final, Form 4.40 
On Claims, Form 4.25 
 
Jurisdiction and Venue, 2.17, 3.3 
 
 

L 
 
Liability 
Distributee’s or claimant’s, 3.24 
Personal representative’s.  See Personal 

Representative, Liability 
 

Life Estate, Termination of 
Final Judgment, 4.23; Form 4.40 
Order on Petition for Summary Assignment, 5.9; 

Form 5.18 
Order on Petition for Summary Settlement, 5.6; 

Form 5.10 
Petition for Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life 

Estate, 5.12; Form 5.19 
Statement of (informal probate), 3.29; Form 3.50 
 
Life Insurance 
See Insurance 
 
Loss Carryovers 
See Income Tax 
 
 

M 
 
Mail 
Affidavit of Service, Form 4.9 
Letter to Postmaster, Form 3.27 
 
Marital Property 
See also Deferred Marital Property 
Classification of property 
—generally, 2.20; MIL §§ 4.07, 4.08 
—Objection to, Form 4.30 
—Order Classifying Property, Form 4.32 
—Order for Hearing on, Form 4.31 
—Petition for Order Approving, Form 4.29 
—reclassification methods, 2.20 
—rules, 2.20 
Deferred marital property, 2.20 
Determination date, MIL § 4.05 
Gross estate, amount included in, 6.5 
Individual property, 2.20 
Management and Control 
—Petition for Declaration of, Form 4.33 
—Order Declaring Interest in Property, Form 4.34 
—Order Declaring Rights of, Form 4.35 
Mixed property, 2.20 
Personal representative, conflicts of interest, 2.8 
Settlement Worksheet, Marital Property, Form 3.46 
Spousal Election, Form 4.62 
Survivorship marital property, termination of 
—Final Judgment, 4.23; Form 4.40 
—Petition for Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life 

Estate, Form 5.19 
—Statement of (informal probate), Form 3.50 
Survivorship marital property, transfer, 2.13 
Terminable interest property, 2.20 
Transfer, 2.13 
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Master Information List, ch. 1 
 
Medical Assistance 
See Claims, Notice to Department of Health 

Services, Department of Children and Families, 
or Department of Corrections 

 
Medical Expenses 
Generally, MIL § 28 
Division of items between decedent’s and estate’s 

income tax return, 6.17 
 
Mortuary Arrangements, 2.3, 4.17; MIL § 27 
 
Motor Vehicles, Transfer of 
Generally, 2.13, 3.21, 4.13, 5.1, 5.3, 5.6 
Forms  
—Statement of Transfer of Vehicles to a Surviving 

Family Member, Domestic Partner, or Heir, 
Forms 3.59, 5.3 

—Wisconsin Title & License Plate Application, 
Form 3.60 

Letter Forwarding Statement for Transfer of 
Vehicles and Title to DOT, Form 3.61 

Personalty, selection of by surviving spouse or 
children, 4.38 

 
 

N 
 
Nonprobate Property Transfers 
Generally, 2.11 
Beneficiary designations, 2.11 
Funded revocable trusts, 2.11 
Motor vehicles, 2.13 
Payable on death (POD) accounts, 2.11, 5.22 
Securities, 5.25; MIL §§ 18.2–18.3 
Will-substitute agreement, 2.13 
 
Notice 
Creditors, 3.7, 4.9, 5.5, 5.9 
—Letter Forwarding Proof of Publication, 

Form 3.20 
—Letter to Newspaper Accompanying Notice for 

Publication, Form 4.8 
—Letter to Probate Registrar Concerning Proof of 

Publication, Form 3.39 
—Letters to creditors, Forms 3.33–3.35 
—Notice to Creditors, Form 3.8 
—Notice to Creditors for Summary Assignment, 

Form 5.13 
—Notice Setting Time to Hear Application and 

Deadline for Filing Claims, Form 3.22 
—Order Limiting Time for Filing Claims, Form 4.7 

—Order Setting Time to Hear Petition for 
Administration and Deadline for Filing Claims, 
Form 4.5 

—Payment of Bill for Proof of Publication, Letter to 
Personal Representative, Form 3.38 

—Proof of Publication, Form 3.19 
—Publication Fee, Letter Forwarding, Form 3.40 
Department of Health Services, Department of 

Children and Families, or Department of 
Corrections 

—formal probate, 4.9; Forms 3.6, 3.7, 4.1 
—informal probate, 3.6; Forms 3.1, 3.6, 3.7 
—summary proceedings, 5.3, 5.6, 5.9; Forms 3.6, 

3.7, 5.1, 5.4, 5.12 
Interested persons 
—formal probate, 4.9, 4.14, 4.22; Forms 4.5, 4.10, 

4.11, 4.26, 4.27, 4.36–4.38 
—informal probate, 3.7, 3.14, 3.20, 3.28; Forms 3.3, 

3.22, 3.41, 3.69–.71 
—summary proceedings, 5.6, 5.7 
Opening estate on, 4.9 
 
 

O 
 
Opening the Estate 
Formal probate 
—generally, 4.9 
—Forms required, 4.11 
—initial hearing, 4.9, 4.10 
—initiation of, 4.6 
—outline of, 4.8–4.11 
Informal probate 
—generally, 3.11, 3.14 
—Forms required, 3.12 
—outline of, 3.10, 3.14 
 
Orders 
Allowance, Form 4.56 
Appointing Appraiser(s), Form 4.20 
Appointing Guardian ad Litem or Attorney, 

Forms 3.9, 4.2 
Classifying Property, Form 4.32 
Converting Proceeding to Informal Administration, 

Form 4.48 
Declaring Interest in Property, Form 4.34 
Declaring Rights of Management and Control, 

Form 4.35 
Discharging Guardian ad Litem, Form 4.44 
Discharging Personal Representative, Form 4.45 
Dispensing with Guardian ad Litem, Form 3.12 
Dispensing with requirement to file closing 

certificate for fiduciaries, Form 6.17 
Extension of Time, Form 3.63 
Formal Administration, Form 4.15 
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Hearing on Classification of Property, Form 4.31 
Hearing on Petition for Judgment Determining 

Descent, Form 5.25 
Limiting Time for Filing Claims, Form 4.7 
Notice for Hearing on Petition for Final Judgment, 

Form 4.38 
Setting Time to Hear Petition for Administration 

and Deadline for Filing Claims, Form 4.5 
Special Administration, Form 4.51 
—Order for Special Administration, Form 4.51 
—Order Discharging, Form 4.54 
—Order Setting Time to Hear Petition, Form 4.50 
Special Allowance, Form 4.59 
Spouse’s Exemption from Creditors, Form 4.61 
Summary Assignment 
—Order and Notice of Hearing Petition of, 

Form 5.14 
—Order on Petition for, Form 5.18 
Summary Settlement 
—Order and Notice for Hearing on Petition for, 

Form 5.6 
—Order on Petition for, Form 5.10 
 
 

P 
 
Payable on Death Accounts, 2.11, 5.22 
 
Personal Representative 
Conflicts of interest, 2.8 
Consent to Serve, Form 3.13 
Discharge of 
—generally, 3.28, 4.30 
—Order, Form 4.45 
Domiciliary Letters 
—Forms 3.16, 4.16 
—Letter Requesting, Form 3.17 
Duties, ch. 2 (intro.), 2.20 
Fiduciary Relationship 
—Letter Forwarding Notice Concerning, Form 6.4 
—Notice Concerning, Form 6.3 
Final Letter to, Form 3.73 
Foreign executor 
—generally, 2.16, 3.9, 4.40 
—ancillary probate, 4.40 
—Appointment of Resident Agent, Form 4.22 
Liability 
—discharge from, 3.28, 4.21, 6.2, 6.11 
—for claims, 2.15, 3.2 
—for distributions, 3.24 
—for investments, 2.22 
—for receipts and disbursements, 4.17 
—for taxes, 6.2, 6.2, 6.11 
—release from, Forms 3.70, 4.45, 6.13 

—Request for Discharge from Personal Liability 
Under Internal Revenue Code Section 2204 or 
6905, Form 6.13 

Refusal of 
—generally, 2.15 
—Declination to Serve or Resignation, Form 3.14 
Selection of attorney for, 2.4, 3.8 
Statement to Close Estate, Form 3.70 
Surviving spouse as, 2.8 
Waiver 
—of fees, Forms 3.25, 3.26 
—of tax deduction for fees, 6.19; Form 6.7 
 
Personalty 
Selection of, by surviving spouse, domestic partner, 

or children, 4.38 
Surviving Spouse’s or Domestic Partner’s Selection 

of Personal Property, Form 4.57 
 
Petitions 
Allowance, Form 4.55 
Certificate of Descent/Judgment Determining 

Descent, Form 5.24 
Declaration of Rights of Management and Control 

and Interest in Property, Form 4.33 
Dispense with Guardian ad Litem, Form 3.11 
Extension of Time, Form 3.62 
Final Judgment, Form 4.37 
Formal Administration, Form 4.1 
Order Approving Classification of Property, 

Form 4.29 
Special Administration 
—Form 4.49 
—Petition for Discharge, Form 4.53 
Special Allowance, Form 4.58 
Spouse’s Exemption from Creditors, Form 4.60 
Summary Assignment, Form 5.12 
Summary Settlement 
—Form 5.4 
Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life Estate, 

Form 5.19 
That Home Be Assigned to Spouse or Domestic 

Partner, Form 4.65 
 
POD Accounts 
See Payable on Death Accounts 
 
Postmortem Adjustments to Estate, 2.28 
 
Pretermitted Heirs 
See Heirs 
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Probate 
See also Formal Probate; Informal Probate; 

Summary Administration 
Choice of procedure, 2.10 
Classification of, ch. 2 (intro.) 
Stages of, ch. 2 (intro.) 
 
Probate Claims Notice 
Formal, 4.9; Forms 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.46 
Informal, 3.6; Forms 3.1, 3.6, 3.7 
Summary, 5.3, 5.6, 5.9; Forms 5.1, 5.4, 5.12 
 
Probate Registrar 
Letter Forwarding to Probate Registrar 
—Claims Information, Form 3.35 
—Closing Documents, Form 3.72 
—Estate Receipt, Form 3.68 
—Initial Documents, Form 3.18 
—Inventory, Form 3.44 
—Petition and Order for Extension of Time, 

Form 3.64 
—Waiver of Fees, Form 3.26 
Proof of Publication, Letter to Probate Registrar 

Concerning, Form 3.39 
 
Property, Transfer of, 2.10 
See also Descent of Property; Transfer of Property, 

Personal; Transfer of Property, Real 
 
Publication 
See Notice 
 
 

R 
 
Real Estate 
See also Transfer of Property, Real 
Deed for Recording, Letter Forwarding, Form 3.58 
Jointly held, MIL § 18 
Nonresident decedent with Wisconsin situs, 2.16 
Petition for Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life 

Estate, Form 5.19 
Real Estate Tax Bills, Letter Requesting, Form 3.30 
Resident decedent with non-Wisconsin situs, 2.16 
Solely held, MIL § 11 
Statement of Termination or Confirmation of 

Interest(s) in Property, Form 3.50 
Termination of Decedent’s Interest 
—Forms 3.52, 5.23 
Title, 3.21; MIL §§ 11.1–11.2 
Title Insurer, Letter to, Form 3.31 
Title Reports, Letter Forwarding, Form 3.32 
 
Recording, Proof of, 4.28; Form 4.43 
 

Resident Agent, Appointment of 
See Personal Representative 
 
 

S 
 
Safe Deposit Box 
Generally, 2.6, 3.21, 4.4; MIL § 10 
Letter to Financial Institution Concerning, 

Form 3.24 
 
Savings Bonds, 3.21, 4.13, 6.17 
 
Securities 
Generally, 2.22, 3.21, 4.12, 5.25; MIL §§ 12–13, 18, 

25 
Letter of Instruction, Form 3.56 
Letter to Stockbroker, Form 3.55 
Nonprobate transfer, 5.25 
Valuation, taxes, 6.5 
 
Service of Process, Agent in Wisconsin for, 3.9 
 
Situs 
See Real Estate 
 
Social Security, 3.21, 4.13 
 
Special Administration 
Generally, 2.16, 4.35 
Access to safe deposit box, 3.21 
Ancillary probate, 2.16, 4.40 
Assets (nonliquid), conversion of, 4.38 
Following formal or informal administration, 4.35 
Forms required, 4.36 
Letters of Special Administration, Form 4.52 
Order 
—for Special Administration, Form 4.51 
—Discharging, Form 4.54 
—Setting Time to Hear Petition, Form 4.50 
Petition 
—for Discharge, Form 4.53 
—Form 4.49 
—Order Setting Time to Hear, Form 4.50 
Procedure, 4.35 
Rental property, 2.22 
Special Administrator 
—Order for, Form 4.51 
—Order Discharging, Form 4.54 
—Order Setting Time to Hear Petition, Form 4.50 
—Petition for Discharge, Form 4.53 
Will contests, 2.30 
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Special Summary Procedures 
Generally, 5.20 
Employee wages and cash bond, direct payment, 

2.13, 5.23–5.24 
Letter Requesting Execution of Initial Summary 

Procedure Documents, Form 5.2 
POD accounts, 2.11, 5.22 
Securities, transfer of, 5.25 
Summary settlement of small estate of ward, 5.21 
 
Spouse 
See Surviving Spouse 
 
Substitution of Judge (Informal Probate), 3.3 
 
Summary Administration 
See also Summary Assignment; Summary 

Settlement 
Generally, 2.14 
Availability, 2.14 
Outline of summary procedures, 5.1–5.25 
Special administrator 
—Appointment of, generally, 2.14, 5.6 
—Order for, Form 4.51 
 
Summary Assignment 
Generally, 2.14, 5.7 
Affidavit of Additional Property and/or Creditor, 

Form 5.15 
Conversion from informal or summary settlement, 

5.8 
Creditors’ rights, 5.8 
Forms required, 5.9 
Notice to Creditors, 5.9; Form 5.13 
Order and Notice of Hearing/Petition, 5.9; 

Form 5.14 
Order on Petition, Form 5.18 
Petition, Form 5.12 
Signature Bond, Forms 5.16–5.17 
Special administrator, order for, 5.9; Form 4.51 
 
Summary Settlement 
Generally, 2.14, 5.4 
Conversion from formal or informal probate, 5.5 
Creditors’ rights, 2.14, 5.5 
Filing, ch. 5 (intro.) 
Forms required, 5.6 
Order and Notice for Hearing, 5.6; Forms 5.6–5.7 
Letter to Interested Person Regarding Summary 

Settlement, Form 5.7 
Letter to Register of Deeds to Record Order on 

Petition for Summary Settlement, Form 5.11 
Order on Petition for, Form 5.10 
Petition, Form 5.4 
Special administration, order for, 5.6; Form 4.51 

Surety 
See Bond 
 
Surviving Spouse 
Allowances 
—generally, 4.38 
—Allowance, Petition and Order for, Forms 4.55, 

4.56 
—Exemption from Creditors, Petition and Order 

for, 4.39; Forms 4.60, 4.61 
—Selection of Personal Property, 4.38; Form 4.57 
—Special Allowance, Petition and Order for, 

Forms 4.58, 4.59 
—Spousal Election, Form 4.62 
As personal representative, 2.8 
 
Survivorship Marital Property 
Generally, MIL § 18 
Termination 
—Final Judgment, 4.23; Form 4.40 
—Petition for Termination of Joint Tenancy or Life 

Estate, Form 5.19 
—Statement of (informal probate), Form 3.50 
Transfer, 2.13 
 
 

T 
 
Taxable Estate 
Alternative valuation date, 6.5 
Computing tax, 6.8 
Decedent’s property, 6.5 
Deductions, 6.6–6.7 
Marital property, 6.5 
Penalty for undervaluation, 6.5 
Special use valuations, 6.5 
Valuation, 6.5 
 
Tax Identification Number (TIN) 
See Employer Identification Number 
 
Taxes 
See also Estate Tax; Income Tax 
 
Terminable Interest Property 
See Marital Property 
 
Termination of Decedent’s Interest 
Generally, 5.14, 5.15 
Termination of Decedent’s Interest, Form 5.23 
 
Termination of Survivorship Marital Property 
See Marital Property 
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Terminations 
See Life Estate; Real Estate 
 
Transfers 
By affidavit 
—generally, 2.12, 2.14, 5.1–5.3 
—Forms 5.1A–5.1D 
Joint tenancy.  See Joint Tenancy 
Marital property.  See Marital Property 
Motor vehicles.  See Motor Vehicles, Transfer of 
Nonprobate property.  See Nonprobate Property 

Transfers 
Property, personal.  See Transfer of Property, 

Personal 
Property, real.  See Transfer of Property, Real 
Securities, 5.25 
 
Transfer of Joint Tenancy 
See Joint Tenancy 
 
Transfer of Motor Vehicles 
See Motor Vehicles, Transfer of 
 
Transfer of Property, Nonprobate 
See Nonprobate Property Transfers 
 
Transfer of Property, Personal 
By affidavit, 2.14, 5.1; Form 5.1 
Motor vehicle.  See Motor Vehicles, Transfer of 
Nonprobate, 2.11 
Specific assets, 2.13 
 
Transfer of Property, Real 
Real estate, jointly held, 2.11, 2.13 
Survivorship marital property, 2.13 
Transfer of Interest in Property, 3.28; Form 3.51 
 
Trust 
Generally, MIL § 8 
Certificate of, Form 4.19 
Fiduciary income tax, 2.23 
Funded revocable, 2.11 
Trust Verification, 6.9; Form 6.8 
 
 

V 
 
Valuation 
See Taxable Estate 
 
 

W 
 
Wages, Decedent’s 
See Employer 
 
Waiver 
Opening estate on, 3.10, 4.9 
Waiver and Consent, Form 3.3 
Waiver, Consent and Approval, Form 4.6 
Waiver of Personal Representative’s Fee, 

Forms 3.25, 3.26 
Waiver of Right to Receive Inventory and 

Accounts, Form 4.28 
Waiver of tax deduction for personal 

representative’s fees, 6.19; Form 6.7 
 
Washington Will, 2.13 
 
Welfare Claims 
See Claims 
 
Will 
Attesting Witnesses Who Will Prove Will, Letter to, 

Form 4.13; MIL § 6.03 
Contests 
—generally, 2.30 
—need for special administrator, 2.30 
Filing, ch. 4 (intro.), 4.4 
Proof of, 4.10; Form 4.14 
Revival of, 2.27 
Revocation of, 2.27 
Verification, 6.9; Form 6.9 
 
Will-Substitute Agreement, 2.13 
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