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Ben Gonring graduated with high honors from the University of Notre Dame in May 1993, earning a B.A. 
in government. He received his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School, graduating with honors 
in December 1995. Admitted to the State Bar of Wisconsin in January 1996, he began working for the 
Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender (SPD) in June of the same year. He was honored with the 
SPD’s Outstanding Achievement Award in November 1997 and later with induction into the Rubin Society 
for “outstanding contribution to the community.” In 2005, he was given Dane County’s Competency 
Builder Award, presented for “years of service and dedication to the kids and families of Dane County.” 
He was presented in 2009 with the Ervin Bruner Award, given annually to someone in Dane County who 
has made “substantial contributions to juvenile justice” over their career. In 2018, the Wisconsin Law 
Journal named him a “Leader in the Law.” He has four times been named by Madison Magazine as one of 
Dane County’s top lawyers in juvenile law. Representing children in both delinquency and protective 
services cases, as well as parents in termination-of-parental-rights cases, he has worked in the juvenile unit 
of the Madison trial office his entire career and has been the head of that unit since 2009. 
 
Kat Holloway is a staff attorney with the Wisconsin State Public Defender’s Office (SPD) at the youth and 
mental health office in Milwaukee. Before joining the agency, she graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin Law School. She previously interned with the Legal Assistance to Incarcerated People clinic, 
providing postconviction relief to incarcerated clients. She interned with the SPD at the youth and mental 
health office in Milwaukee and the appellate office in Madison. She has previously worked on projects 
studying the roles of police in the community and published Consequences of Police in Schools: The 
Criminalization of Children in an Era of Mass Incarceration with the UC Law Journal of Race and 
Economic Justice. As a staff attorney, she provides legal representation for children in delinquency and 
child welfare cases, and she also represents adults in termination-of-parental-rights cases. 
 
Katie Holtz is a local attorney manager in the Milwaukee youth and mental health office of the Wisconsin 
State Public Defender (SPD). She began there working as an intern and has continued to represent and 
advocate for youth, parents, and individuals with mental illness. Katie, a Wisconsin native, earned an 
undergraduate degree from the College of William and Mary and returned to Wisconsin, eventually 
attending the University of Wisconsin Law School. Before working for the SPD, Katie was a clinical 
instructor at the University of Wisconsin Law School’s Frank J. Remington Center, where she supervised 
students representing incarcerated individuals in Wisconsin’s prisons and defendants on criminal appeals. 
 
Devon Lee is an assistant state public defender in the appellate division of the Wisconsin State Public 
Defender (SPD). She started with the SPD in 2001, representing youth in the juvenile unit of the Madison 
trial office, transferred to the SPD’s appellate division, and later served in the SPD’s administration as the 
agency’s legal counsel. From 2020 to 2024, she worked as a child welfare attorney at the Wisconsin 
Department of Children and Families. 
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