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References are to sections. 
 
 

A 
 

Abuse 
Children, 2.12, 2.13, 4.56 
Domestic 
—family court cases, 3.1, 3.15, 

3.23, app. 3A 
—screening tools, 3.20, app. 3A 
—training requirements, 1.17, 3.15 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

5.9, 6.14 
Older adults, 6.14; app. 6A 
 
Admission of Patients 
See Voluntary Admission 
 
Adolescents 
Generally, 2.9–.10 
Effects of divorce on, 2.21 
Sexual orientation and gender 

identity, 2.49 
 
Adoption, Independent, 4.110–

.121 
Generally, 2.14, 4.111 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

4.4 
Court orders, 4.121 
Hearings, 4.120 
Payment of guardian ad litem, 

4.122 
Petition, 4.114 
 
Advance-Planning Directives 
See also Supported Decision-

Making Agreements 

Agents: 
—assessment of, 6.16, 7.22, 7.25 
—consent from, 6.14 
 
Alcoholism 
Adults, voluntary admission for 

treatment, 8.6 
—nonprotesting, 8.7–.9 
Commitment, 8.28, 8.31 
Minors, voluntary admission for 

treatment, 8.10–.15 
 
Alternative Care, 2.14 
 
Alzheimer’s Disease 
Generally, 5.11 
Treatment under Wis. Stat. ch. 55 

vs. Wis. Stat. ch. 51, 5.8, 5.11, 
5.20, 7.2, 8.23 

 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA), 5.31 
 
Annual/Watts Reviews 
Generally, 7.37–.46 
Constitutional issues, 5.30 
Evaluations, 5.38, 7.38, 7.43, 7.46 
Report and recommendation, 7.42, 

7.46 
 
Appeal 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.37 
Custody, legal, 3.25 
Guardianship, 6.35 
Mental Health Act, 8.12 
Physical placement, 3.25 
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Probate, 9.3 
Record, 1.23 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.106 
 
Appointment 
Generally, 1.3, 1.13–.20 
Commitment, 8.36 
Family court, 1.17, 3.2, 3.14–.18, 

3.20, 3.30 
Guardianship, 6.3, 6.5–.10 
Juvenile court, 1.16, 4.4 
Nonprotesting voluntary 

admissions, 8.7–.9 
Paternity. See Paternity 
Probate, 9.2 
Protective placement, 7.13, 7.42, 

7.48–.49 
Protective services, 7.4 
Release of records, order for, 5.37, 

6.11, 6.57 
Settlements on behalf of minors, 

10.3 
Voluntary admissions of minors, 

8.10–.15 
 
Assessment 
See Best Interests—Assessment; 

Evaluations 
 
Attorney 
See Counsel 
 
Attorney Fees 
Generally, 1.20 
Children’s Code proceedings, 

4.122 
Family court actions, 3.33 
Guardianship, 6.43–.45 
Probate court proceedings, 9.5 
Protective services or placement, 

7.34–.36 
Settlements on behalf of minors, 

10.26 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder, 5.5 
 
 

B 
 

Behavior 
See also Development, Human 
Challenging behaviors, 5.13 
Parents’, 4.29 
Self-destructive, 5.24 
 
Best Interests 
Assessment, 2.27, 2.32 
Difficulty of establishing, 3.34 
Guardian ad litem as advocate for, 

1.4, 1.9, 1.10, 3.6, 4.6 
Guardianship, proposed ward, 6.6, 

6.34 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

5.14 
Termination of parental rights, 4.94 
 
Billing 
See Attorney Fees 
 
Blood Tests 
Paternity actions, 3.29, 3.30 
 
Brain Development 
See Development, Human 
 
Brain Injury 
Severe traumatic injury, 5.6 
 
Briefs 
See also Appeal 
Custody and physical placement 

actions, 3.23, 3.25 
 
Burden of Proof 
CHIPS, UCHIPS, 4.23 
Paternity, 3.29, 4.97 
Protective services or placement, 

7.15 
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Termination of parental rights, 
4.100 

—Indian Child Welfare Act, 4.100, 
4.109 

 
 

C 
 

Capias 
Children’s Code proceedings, 4.14, 

4.92 
 
Centers for Developmentally 

Disabled 
Admission of minors, 8.10–.15 
Description, app. 5A 
Protective placement and 

commitment distinguished, 8.34 
 
Challenging Behaviors, 5.13 
 
Chapter 48, ch. 4 
See also Juvenile Court 
Legislative purpose, 4.2 
 
Chapter 55 
See Protective Placement; 

Protective Services 
 
Child Abuse 
See Abuse 
 
Children, ch. 2 
See also Adolescents; Children in 

Need of Protection or Services 
(CHIPS); Indian Child Welfare 
Act (ICWA); Minors 

Best interests. See Best Interests 
Cell phones and other electronic 

communications devices, 2.50 
COVID-19-related disruptions, 

2.48 
Custody. See Custody, Legal; 

Custody, Physical 

Developmental stages, 2.2–.11, 
app. 2A 

Divorce, effects of, 2.16–.22 
Exclusion from hearings, 4.40, 

4.108 
Guardianship. See Guardianship, 

Minors 
Infancy and early years, 2.4–.6, 

2.17 
Interviews, 2.42–.46, 3.20, 3.23, 

4.6, app. 2B 
Outpatient treatment under Mental 

Health Act, 8.16–.18 
Parental power of attorney, 4.87 
Physical placement. See Physical 

Placement 
Relocation of residence, 3.2, 3.16, 

3.27 
Resist-refuse dynamics and 

parental alienation, 2.31–.40 
School-aged 
—early years, generally, 2.8 
—effects of divorce, 2.19–.20 
Sexual orientation and gender 

identity, 2.49 
Special needs, 3.21, 4.52–.63 
Time, effect of, 2.27 
Toddlers, 2.7 
Visitation. See Visitation 
Voluntary admission under Mental 

Health Act, 8.10–.15 
Wishes, 1.4–.5, 1.10, 2.27, 3.6 
Witnesses, as, 3.23, 4.23 
 
Children in Need of Protection or 

Services (CHIPS), 4.8–.64 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

4.4 
Children with special needs, 4.52–

.63 
Court report, 4.26, 4.63 
Dispositional orders, 4.28 
—extension, 4.10, 4.33 
—revision, 4.10, 4.32 
—termination, 4.34–.36 
Guardianship, 4.66–.84 
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Hearings. See Hearings 
Permanency plan, 4.38–.42 
—dispositional orders, 4.28 
—review, 4.41 
Petition 
—generally, 4.12–.13 
—amended, 4.13, 4.22 
—children with special needs, 4.54, 

4.55 
—contested, representation by 

counsel, 4.16 
—emergency custody, 4.11 
—jurisdictional requirements, 4.9 
—review by guardian ad litem, 4.7 
Placement, 4.28 
—change, 4.28, 4.31 
—children with special needs, 4.63 
—qualified residential treatment 

program (QRTP), 4.2, 4.7, 
4.11, 4.21, 4.25, 4.26, 4.28, 
4.31, 4.39, 4.40, 4.41, 4.42, 
4.59, 4.64, 4.105 

—qualifying residential family-
based treatment facility 
(QRFTF), 4.11, 4.12, 4.26, 
4.28, 4.40, 4.64 

Services, 4.28 
Supervised independent living, 

4.47 
 
Children’s Code, ch. 4 
Legislative purpose and key 

sections, 4.2 
 
Children’s Court 
See Juvenile Court 
 
Commitment 
See also Protective Placement 
Generally, 8.19–.36 
Incompetent persons, 8.5 
Least restrictive environment, 5.26, 

8.30 
Mootness issues, 5.30, 8.26, 8.30 

Protective placement 
—distinguished, 8.34 
—switching proceedings, 8.35 
Rights, 8.30, 8.34 
Standards, 7.7, 8.4, 8.20–.28 
 
Community 
Placement, 5.29–.31 
Services, 5.50–.59 
—departments. See Department of 

Community Programs (DCPs) 
—mental illness, 5.9–.10, 5.58 
 
Community-Based Residential 

Facility (CBRF) 
Protective placement, 7.9, 7.16, 

app. 5A, 8.34 
 
Compensation 
See Attorney Fees 
 
Confidentiality 
Adoption, 4.111 
Children’s Code proceedings, 4.6, 

4.7, 4.44, 4.84, 4.102, 4.108 
Family court proceedings, 3.13, 

3.34 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
Generally, 1.9, 1.23, 3.13, 3.20 
 
Consent 
Decree, CHIPS or UCHIPS 

proceedings, 4.21 
Psychiatric treatment of minors, 

8.11, 8.13 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.94, 4.95 
To act 
—family court, 3.20 
—guardianship, 6.11, 6.31 
—juvenile court, 4.4 
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Constitutional Rights 
Guardianship, 6.24. See also 

Guardianship 
Placement and commitment, 5.30 
 
Continuance 
See Delays, Continuances, and 

Extensions 
 
Costs 
See also Attorney Fees 
Family court actions, 3.32 
 
Counsel 
See also Attorney Fees 
Adoption, independent, 4.120 
Child expectant mothers in 

UCHIPS cases, 4.16 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.16 
Commitment, 8.30 
Contacting, 3.20, 4.7 
Guardian ad litem, compared, 1.5 
Guardianship, 6.8, 6.13, 6.20, 6.34 
Indian child’s parent or Indian 

custodian, 4.16 
Protective services or placement, 

7.7, 7.13, 7.29, 7.33, 7.38, 7.43, 
7.48 

Psychiatric admission of minors, 
8.12 

Settlement, 10.3 
Termination of parental rights, 4.94 
 
County Department 
See Departments of Community 

Programs (DCPs) 
 
Counties 
See also Departments of 

Community Programs (DCPs) 
Protective placement or services 

responsibility, 5.28 
Protective services agencies, 7.38, 

7.41 
 

Court File 
Electronic filing, 9.3 
Review of, 3.20, 6.11 
 
Court Report 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.26, 
4.63 

Termination of parental rights, 
4.102, 4.104 

 
Custody, Legal 
See also Physical Placement; 

Visitation 
Generally, 2.23–.26 
Appeal, 3.25 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

3.2, 3.20 
Definitions, 2.24 
Factors, 3.7 
Indian children, 4.51, 4.109 
Joint, 2.25–.26 
Modification, 3.26–.27 
Nonmarital children, 4.50 
Procedure, 3.19–.27 
Sole, 2.26 
Temporary, 3.21 
 
Custody, Physical 
Generally, 4.11 
Emergency, 4.11 
Indian children, 4.51, 4.109 
Involuntary removal, 4.45 
 
 

D 
 

Deadlines 
See Time 
 
Declaration of Paternal Interest 
CHIPS or UCHIPS proceedings, 

4.7, 4.14 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.92, 4.98, 4.105 
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Definitions 
See Words and Phrases 
 
Delays, Continuances, and 

Extensions 
Children’s Code proceedings 
—generally, 4.20 
—consent decree, 4.21 
—dispositional orders, 4.33 
—plea hearing, 4.22 
—termination of parental rights, 

4.95 
Delinquents 
Guardian ad litem for, 4.4 
 
Dementia, 5.11 
 
Departments of Community 

Programs (DCPs) 
Generally, 7.7 
Children with special needs, 4.62 
Mental illness, serious and 

persistent, 5.58 
Psychiatric treatment funded by, 

8.4 
 
Depositions 
See also Discovery 
Audiovisually recorded, of 

children, 4.23 
Custody and physical placement 

actions, 3.22 
Termination of parental rights, 4.96 
 
Detoxification 
See Alcoholism 
 
Development, Human 
Stages, 2.2–.11, app. 2A 
 
Developmental Disability Centers 
See Centers for Developmentally 

Disabled 
 

Diagnosis 
See Evaluations 
 
Disability 
See Intellectual Disability; Mental 

Disability 
 
Discharge, Voluntary Admission 
Adults, 8.4, 8.9 
Minors, 8.14 
 
Discovery 
See also Depositions 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.19 
Custody, legal, 3.22 
Nonresponse by guardian ad litem 

to demands, 1.22 
Physical placement, 3.22 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.96, 4.100 
 
Dismissal 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.19, 
4.20, 4.22, 4.23 

Independent adoption, 4.120 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.94, 4.98, 4.104 
 
Divorce, 2.15–.40 
Generally, 2.16 
Actions requiring guardian ad 

litem, 3.2 
Effects on children, 2.16–.22 
 
Domestic Partner, Surviving 
Probate, 9.4 
Wrongful death cases, 10.21–.23 
 
Domestic Violence 
See Abuse 
 
Drug Dependence 
Commitment, 8.28, 8.30, 8.31 
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Voluntary admission 
—adults, 8.4–.6 
—minors, 8.10–.15 
 
Drugs 
See Drug Dependence; Medication 
 
Duties 
See Role and Duties 
 
 

E 
 

Education 
Special, 4.54, 4.56 
 
Emergency Detention 
Commitment initiated by, 8.30 
Petition, 8.4, 8.13 
 
Environment 
See also Least Restrictive 

Environment 
Continuity in, 2.27 
 
Ethics 
Generally, 1.7–.12, 3.13 
Contacting parents, 3.20 
Ex parte contact with court, 4.6, 

4.44 
Guardianship, 6.8, 6.9, 6.25, 6.34 
Office of Lawyer Regulation 

(OLR), 1.12, 3.5 
 
Evaluations 
See also Examinations 
Alzheimer’s disease, 5.11 
Children with special needs, 4.60 
Crisis assessment, 8.30 
Family law context, 2.41 
Functional skills, 5.47 
Independent, 5.38, 5.41, 5.49, 6.19 
—annual/Watts reviews, 5.38, 7.38, 

7.43, 7.46 
—guardianship, 5.48, 6.19 

—protective services or placement, 
5.49, 7.4, 7.7, 7.14, 7.26, 7.33 

Intelligence tests, 5.43 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

5.39–.49 
—guardianship, 5.38, 5.48, 6.19 
—protective placement, 5.39–.49 
—reevaluation, 5.38 
Termination of parental rights, 4.96 
 
Evidence 
See also Discovery; Witnesses 
Children’s Code proceedings, 4.44, 

4.97, 4.104 
Probate court proceedings, 9.3 
 
Examinations 
See also Evaluations 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.18 
Psychiatric, 8.30 
 
Ex Parte Contact with Court 
Guardian ad litem’s role, 4.44 
 
 

F 
 

Family Care 
Generally, 5.54, 7.1, 7.16, 7.27, 

7.41, 7.46 
Partnership, 5.55 
 
Family Court, ch. 3 
See also Custody, Legal; Divorce; 

Paternity; Physical Placement; 
Visitation 

Practice guidelines, 3.4 
Training requirements, 1.17, 3.15 
 
Family Court Counselor, 3.20 
 
Families 
See also Domestic Partner, 

Surviving; Same-Sex Couples 
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Nontraditional, 2.30 
Stepfamilies, 2.29 
 
Fathers 
See also Paternity 
Absent, effect on children, 2.22 
Consent to termination of parental 

rights, 4.98 
Custody, generally, 2.24 
Declaration of paternal interest, 

4.7, 4.14, 4.92, 4.98, 4.105 
Notice of Children’s Code 

proceedings, 4.7, 4.14, 4.92 
Physical placement, 2.27 
 
Fees 
See Attorney Fees 
 
Files 
See Court File; Medical Records; 

Records 
 
Filing 
See Time 
 
Findings 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.23, 
4.27, 4.28 

Protective placement, 7.15 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.100, 4.101, 4.104, 4.105 
 
Foster Homes 
Children with special needs, 4.56, 

4.63 
Placement in, 2.14, 4.28 
 
 

G 
 

Group Homes 
See Community-Based Residential 

Facility (CBRF) 
 

Guardian ad Litem 
Generally, ch. 1 
As advocate, 1.5, 1.10, 3.5, 4.6, 

4.44, 6.1, 6.25 
Appointment. See Appointment 
Consent to act. See Consent, To 

Act 
Defined, 1.3 
Multiple, 3.2 
Payment. See Attorney Fees 
Recommendation. See 

Recommendation 
Rights, 1.6, 3.5, 9.3 
Role and duties. See Role and 

Duties 
 
Guardianship, ch. 6 
See also Incompetency 
Generally, 5.16, 6.3 
Adoption, independent, 4.111 
Advocacy counsel, 6.8, 6.13, 6.20, 

6.34 
Alternatives to, 5.21, 6.23, 6.24, 

7.22, 10.17 
Appeal, 4.83, 6.35 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

4.73, 6.3, 6.5–.10 
Bond, 10.16 
Decision-making, 5.16, 5.19 
Ethical considerations, 6.8, 6.9 
Evaluations. See Evaluations 
Extent, 6.24 
Guardian ad litem, compared with 

guardian, 1.6 
Hearing, 4.66, 4.77, 6.21, 6.26–.34 
—attendance of proposed ward, 

6.21, 7.15 
Interviews, 6.12–.15 
Limited, 5.17, 6.13, 6.24 
Minors:  
—guardianship of the estate, 4.84, 

6.46–.50, 10.2, 10.16 
—guardianship of the person under 

Wis. Stat. § 48.9795, 4.67–.83 
—guardianship under Wis. Stat. 

§ 48.977, 4.66 
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Notification of proposed ward, 
6.10, 6.11, 6.13, 6.53–.54 

Obligations of guardian, 6.10 
Payment of guardian ad litem, 

6.43–.45 
Petition, 4.72, 6.3, 7.9 
Placement by guardian, 7.9 
Psychotropic medication, 7.5–.7 
Report to court, 6.25, 6.49 
Resignation, minor guardianship, 

6.50 
Review of documents, 6.11, 6.17. 

See also Evaluations 
Role of guardian ad litem, 5.33–

.49, 6.5–.34, 6.49 
Settlement proceeds, 10.16 
Suitability of proposed guardian, 

6.14 
Temporary, 6.36–.42, 8.35 
—attendance of proposed ward, 

6.40 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.104 
Training requirement for proposed 

guardian, 6.14 
Types, 6.23. See also Limited this 

heading 
Voluntary psychiatric admission of 

incompetent person, 8.5 
 
 

H 
 

Health-Care Personnel 
Contacting, 3.20 
 
Hearings 
See also Trial 
Adoption, independent, 4.120 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services 
—case closure orders, 4.36 
—dispositional hearing, 4.27 
—dispositional orders, revision or 

extension, 4.32–.33 

—exclusion of child, 4.44 
—fact-finding hearing, 4.23, 4.45 
—guardianship, 4.66, 4.77 
—involuntary removal, 4.45 
—placement, change in, 4.31 
—plea hearing, 4.22, 4.45 
—procedure, 4.44 
—rehearings, 4.11, 4.37 
—temporary custody, 4.11 
Commitment, 8.30 
—involuntary treatment, 8.32 
Custody, 4.11 
—temporary legal, 3.21 
Guardianship, 4.66–.84, 6.21, 6.26–

.34 
Outpatient treatment, minors, 8.17 
Permanency, 4.42 
Physical placement, temporary, 

3.21 
Protective services or placement, 

7.4, 7.15, 7.19, 7.20, 7.22, 7.30, 
7.31, 7.38, 7.43, 7.47–.50 

Psychotropic medication, 7.7 
Remote appearance, 6.33 
Termination of parental rights 
—adoption, independent, 4.120 
—dispositional hearing, 4. 
—fact-finding hearing, 4.100 
—initial hearing, 4.97 
—procedure, 4.108 
—rehearing, 4.106 
—voluntary termination, 4.98 
Voluntary psychiatric admission of 

minors, 8.12 
 
Human Development 
Stages, 2.2–.11, app. 2A 
 
 

I 
 

Immunity 
Quasi-judicial, 1.11 
Safe-haven law, 4.11 
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Incompetency 
See also Guardianship; Mental 

Disability; Protective 
Placement; Protective Services 

Alcoholism and drug dependence, 
individuals with, 8.6 

Commitment and protective 
placement distinguished, 8.34 

Decision-making, 5.16, 5.19 
Guardianship proceedings, 5.48, 

ch. 6 
Incompetent person lacking 

guardian, 8.37 
Objection to finding of, 6.25 
Probate, 9.2, 9.4 
Psychotropic medication, refusal 

of, 7.7 
Rights, 6.24. See also Guardianship 
Settlements. See Settlements 
Termination of parental rights, 4.4, 

4.6, 4.94, 4.96 
Voluntary admission, 8.5 
—nonprotesting, 8.9 
 
Independent Living 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.47 
 
Indian Child Welfare Act 

(ICWA) 
Generally, 4.51, 4.109 
Adoption 
—documents, 4.114 
—jurisdiction, 4.113 
CHIPS, 4.51 
—counsel, 4.16 
—court reports, 4.26 
—jurisdiction, 4.9 
—orders, 4.28, 4.31, 4.32, 4.33, 

4.36 
—permanency review, 4.41 
—petition, contents, 4.13 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.109 
—consent, 4.98 
—court report, 4.102 

—dispositions, 4.105 
—fact-finding hearing, 4.100 
—notice, 4.92 
—petition, contents, 4.91 
Time periods, 4.1, 4.22, 4.23, 4.27, 

4.45, 4.92, 4.97, 4.100, 4.101 
 
Infants and Children During 

Early Years 
Generally, 2.4–.6 
Effects of divorce on, 2.17 
 
Injunctions and Restraining 

Orders, 4.85, 5.32 
 
Institutionalization 
See Commitment; Placement, 

Institutional; Protective 
Placement 

 
Intellectual Disability, 5.4 
See also Mental Disability 
 
Interests 
See Best Interests 
 
Interviews 
Children 
—generally, 2.42–.46, app. 2B 
—custody and physical placement 

actions, 3.20, 3.23 
Children’s Code proceedings, 4.6 
Family court proceedings, 2.42–

.46, 3.20, 3.23 
Guardian, 6.14–.15 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

5.35–.36, 5.42 
—guardianship, 6.13 
—protective placement, 7.25, 7.46 
Mentally ill persons, 8.9 
 
Investigation 
Duty to conduct, 1.10, 1.12, 1.23, 

3.5 
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Involuntary Civil Commitment 
See Commitment 
 
 

J 
 

Jeopardy 
Children’s Code proceedings, 4.46 
 
Judges 
Substitution, 4.17, 4.22, 4.97 
 
Jurisdiction 
Adoption, independent, 4.113 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.9, 
4.23 

—Indian Child Welfare Act, 4.9, 
4.51 

Children with special needs, 4.52–
.57 

Independent adoption, 4.113 
Termination of parental rights, 4.89 
—Indian Child Welfare Act, 4.109 
 
Jury Trial 
See Trial 
 
Juvenile Court, ch. 4 
Jurisdiction, 4.9, 4.23, 4.52–.57, 

4.89, 4.113 
Payment of guardian ad litem, 

4.122 
Precedence of court, 4.9 
Training requirements, 1.16 
Venue, 4.10, 4.89, 4.113 
 
 

L 
 

Language 
See also Words and Phrases 
Interpretation, 4.98 
 

Least Restrictive Environment 
Generally, 5.26–.30 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.38 
Proceeding under Wis. Stat. 

§ 51.61(7), 8.37 
Right to, 5.26, 5.30 
 
Legal Custody 
See Custody, Legal 
 
Long-Term Care 
See Family Care 
 
 

M 
 

Medicaid 
Generally, 5.52, 7.27 
Card services, 5.52 
Divestment, 9.2, 9.4 
Guardian of the estate to apply for 

benefits, 6.23 
 
Medical Records 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.7 
Confidentiality, 5.37 
Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act (HIPAA), 
4.7, 5.37 

Termination of parental rights, 
4.102, 4.105 

 
Medical Treatment 
See also Medication; Treatment 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.49 
Children with special needs, 4.57 
Right to refuse, 5.19–.20 
 
Medication 
Psychotropic, 5.9, 5.20, 7.5–.7, 

7.45, 8.32 
Treatment plan, 7.7 
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Mental Disability, ch. 5 
See also Incompetency; Intellectual 

Disability; Mental Illness 
Generally, 5.2–.13 
Age-associated, 5.11 
Aphasia, 5.11 
Assumptions regarding, 5.43 
Autism spectrum disorder, 5.5 
Best interests, 5.14 
Brain injury, severe traumatic, 5.6 
Challenging behaviors, 5.13 
Characteristics, 5.2–.13 
Children, 4.52–.63, 8.10–.15 
History, 5.3 
Job-coaching programs, 5.56 
Mental illness. See Mental Illness 
Multiple, 5.9 
Permanence, 8.34 
Records, 5.37, 6.17 
Resources, organizational, app. 5B 
Rights, 5.18–.20. See also 

Commitment; Guardianship; 
Protective Placement; 
Protective Services 

Role of guardian ad litem, 5.33–.49 
Serious and persistent mental 

illness. See Mental Illness 
—dementia, 5.11 
—evaluations. See Evaluations 
Stroke, 5.11 
Types, 5.2–.13 
 
Mental-Health Professionals 
Contacting, 2.27, 3.20 
Evaluating recommendations of, 

5.39–.49 
 
Mental Hospitals 
See Psychiatric Facilities 
 
Mental Illness 
See also Mental Disability 
Bipolar mood disorder, 5.9 
Commitment, 8.21–.27, 8.30 
Definition, 8.22 
Discharge, 8.4, 8.9 

—minors, 8.14 
Medication, 5.9, 5.20, 7.5–.7, 7.45, 

8.32 
Schizophrenia, 5.9 
Serious and persistent, 5.8, 8.23 
Treatment of minors, outpatient, 

8.16–.18 
Voluntary admission 
—adults, 8.4–.6 
—minors, 8.10–.15 
—nonprotesting, 8.7–.9 
 
Minors 
See also Adolescents; Children 
Guardianship:  
—of the estate, 6.46–.50, 10.2, 

10.16 
—of the person under Wis. Stat. 

§ 48.9795, 4.67–.83 
—under Wis. Stat. § 48.977, 4.66 
Mental health treatment, outpatient, 

8.16–.18 
Paternity actions, 3.29 
Probate, 9.2 
Settlements on behalf of. See 

Settlements 
Termination of parental rights, 4.4, 

4.6, 4.94, 4.98, 4.117 
 
Motions 
After verdict, 4.37 
Dismissal. See Dismissal 
Pretrial, 4.19, 4.96 
 
 

N 
 

Native Americans 
See Indian Child Welfare Act 

(ICWA) 
 
Neglect 
Generally, 2.12 
Children, 2.12, 4.11, 4.56 
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Nonprotesting Voluntary 
Admission 

Generally, 8.7–.9 
Incompetent persons, 8.5 
 
Notice 
Adult relatives, in CHIPS cases, 4.2 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.14 
—emergency custody hearings, 

4.11 
—fathers, 4.7 
—intent to pursue postdisposition 

relief, 4.37 
—permanency review, 4.41 
—placement, change in, 4.31 
Commitment proceedings, 8.30 
Guardianship proceedings, 6.10, 

6.11, 6.13 
Minors, voluntary admission to 

inpatient unit, 8.12 
Nonprotesting voluntary admission, 

8.8 
Patients’ rights and discharge 

procedures, 8.4 
Petition for emergency detention, 

8.4 
Probate, 9.3 
Protective services or placement 

proceedings, 7.4, 7.12, 7.20, 
7.25 

Termination of parental rights, 
4.92, 4.98 

 
Nursing Homes 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.46 
Medicaid considerations, 9.4 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

7.9, 7.16, 7.27 
Protective placement and 

commitment distinguished, 8.34 
 
 

O 
 

Office of Lawyer Regulation 
(OLR), 1.12, 3.5 

 
Orders 
Adoption, independent, 4.121 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.28 
—extension, 4.10, 4.33 
—revision, 4.10, 4.32 
—termination and case closure, 

4.34–.36 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.105 
 
 

P 
 

Parents 
See also Fathers; Termination of 

Parental Rights (TPR) 
Behavioral requirements, 4.29 
Contacting, 3.20, 4.7 
Incompetent birth parents, 4.6, 

4.94, 4.119 
Minors 
—paternity actions, 3.29 
—personal injury, 10.25 
—termination of parental rights, 

4.4, 4.6, 4.94, 4.98, 4.117 
Nontraditional families, 2.30. See 

also Domestic Partner, 
Surviving; Same-Sex Couples 

Parental unfitness, 4.101 
Resist-refuse dynamics and 

parental alienation, 2.31–.40 
Servicemembers in armed forces, 

4.98 
 
Parental Rights 
See Termination of Parental Rights 

(TPR) 
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Parties 
Contacting, 3.20 
Interviewing, 3.20 
 
Paternity, 3.28–.30 
Adjudication of, and termination of 

parental rights, 4.97 
Adoption, independent, 4.120–.121 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

3.2, 3.28–.30 
Genetic testing, 3.29, 3.30 
 
Patients’ Rights 
See Commitment, Rights; 

Protective Placement, Rights; 
Voluntary Admission, Rights 

 
Payment 
See Attorney Fees 
 
Permanency Plans 
See Children in Need of Protection 

or Services (CHIPS), 
Permanency plan 

 
Persistent Vegetative State 

(PVS), 5.19 
 
Personal Injury 
See Settlements 
 
Petitions 
See also Children in Need of 

Protection or Services (CHIPS), 
Petition; Termination of 
Parental Rights (TPR), Petition 

Adoption, independent, 4.113, 
4.114 

Commitment, 8.30 
Emergency detention, 8.4, 8.13 
Guardianship, 6.3, 7.9–.10 
Protective placement, 7.9–.10, 7.12 
Protective services, 7.4 
Settlement approval, 10.4, 10.31 
 

Physical Placement 
Generally, 2.27 
Appeal, 3.25 
Factors, 3.7 
Modification, 3.26–.27 
Overnight, 3.21 
Procedure, 3.19–.27 
Temporary, 3.21 
 
Placement 
See also Adoption, Independent; 

Children in Need of Protection 
or Services (CHIPS), 
Placement; Physical Placement; 
Protective Placement 

Alternative, 2.14, 5.49 
By guardian, 7.9 
Institutional 
—approval, 5.59 
—children with special needs, 

alternatives, 4.63 
—funding bias toward, historical, 

5.52 
—types, app. 5A 
Least restrictive environment. See 

Least Restrictive Environment 
Pending further evaluation, 5.49 
With like-kin, 4.2 
With relatives, generally, 2.14, 4.11 
With siblings, 4.2, 4.11, 4.26, 4.28 
 
Possession of Home 
Temporary, 3.21 
 
Powers of Attorney 
See Advance-Planning Directives 
Probate Court, ch. 9 
Nonprotesting voluntary 

psychiatric admission, 8.8 
 
Protective Placement, 5.22–.32, 

ch. 7 
See also Commitment; Placement; 

Protective Services 
Alternatives to, 7.9, 7.22 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.37–.46 
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—evaluations, 5.38, 7.38 
—report and recommendation, 

7.38, 7.42, 7.46 
Commitment 
—distinguished, 8.34 
—switching proceedings, 8.35 
Constitutional issues, 5.30 
County responsibility, 5.28, 5.30 
Court authority, 5.30 
Developmental disabilities, 

children with, 8.12 
Disposition 
—firearms restrictions, 7.17 
—placement or services, 7.16 
Emergency, 7.19 
Evaluations, 5.39–.49. See also 

Evaluations 
Funding, 5.28–.30 
Least restrictive environment. See 

Least Restrictive Environment 
Modification, 7.49 
Petition, 7.12, 7.20 
Purpose, 5.24 
Related statutes, relationship to, 7.2 
Rights, 5.25, 5.30, 7.2, 7.9, 7.14, 

7.15, 7.26, 7.29, 7.33, 7.38, 8.34 
—informing person of, 7.22, 7.25, 

7.29, 7.38, 7.42, 7.46 
Role of guardian ad litem, 5.33–

.49, 7.21–.36, 7.42, 7.46 
Standards, 7.10 
Termination, 7.44, 7.50 
Transfers, 7.44, 7.48 
 
Protective Services, 5.22–.32, 

ch. 7 
See also Protective Placement; 

Services 
Agency, annual report, 7.41 
As alternative to placement, 7.4, 

7.16 
Court authority, 5.30 
Disposition, 7.16 
Emergency, 7.19 
Least restrictive environment. See 

Least Restrictive Environment 

Psychotropic medication as, 7.5–.7 
Purpose, 5.24 
Rights, 5.25–.29 
Role of guardian ad litem, 5.33–

.49, 7.21–.36 
Psychiatric Facilities 
See also Commitment; Voluntary 

Admission 
Commitment and protective 

placement distinguished, 8.34 
Discharge 
—adults, 8.4, 8.9 
—minors, 8.14 
Emergency detention, 8.30 
—petition, 8.4, 8.13 
 
Psychotropic Medication 
See Medication 
 
 

R 
 

Recommendation 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.42, 7.46 
Custody and physical placement 

cases, 3.7, 3.20 
Guardianship, 6.25 
Protective services or placement, 

7.31 
Settlement proposal, 10.4 
 
Records 
See also Evaluations; Medical 

Records; Reports 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.46 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.7, 4.19 
Court file, 3.20, 7.46 
Custody and physical placement 

actions, 3.20 
Guardianship, 5.37, 6.11, 6.17 
Mental disabilities, persons with, 

5.37, 6.11 
Termination of parental rights, 

4.102 
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Rehabilitation 
See Treatment 
 
Reports 
See also Court Report; Evaluations; 

Records 
Generally, 1.10 
Annual/Watts reviews, 7.46 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services 
—court report, 4.26, 4.63 
—extension of orders, 4.33 
Guardianship, 6.25 
Protective services or placement, 

7.22, 7.31 
Termination of parental rights 
—court report, 4.102 
—guardian’s annual report, 4.105 
 
Residential Treatment 
See Treatment 
 
Restrictiveness 
See Least Restrictive Environment 
 
Rights 
See Commitment; Constitutional 

Rights; Guardian ad Litem; 
Protective Placement; 
Protective Services; Voluntary 
Admission 

 
Role and Duties 
Generally, 1.2–.6 
Adoption, independent, 4.119–.120 
Commitment, 8.36 
Family court, 2.41, 3.4–.7 
Guardianship proceedings, 5.33–

.49, 6.4–.34, 6.49 
Juvenile court, 4.3–.7 
Nonprotesting voluntary admission, 

8.9 
Probate, 9.3 
Protective services or placement, 

5.33–.49, 7.21–.36, 7.42, 7.46 

Settlement on behalf of minors, 
10.4 

Voluntary psychiatric admission of 
minors, 8.15 

 
 

S 
 

Same-Sex Couples 
Marriage, 9.4 
 
Services 
See also Departments of 

Community Programs (DCPs); 
Protective Services 

Coordination, children with special 
needs, 4.61 

Funding, 5.28–.30, 5.50–.59 
Institutional bias, historical, 5.52 
Least restrictive environment. See 

as separate heading 
Long-term support, 5.50–.59 
Normalization, 5.14 
“Readiness” model, 5.43, 5.45 
Right to, 5.26 
Support model, 5.45 
 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act 
Termination of parental rights, 4.98 
 
Settlements, ch. 10 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

10.3 
Damages, 10.11–.12, 10.22, 10.24 
Evaluation of claim, 10.8–.12 
Evaluation of proposed settlement 
—injury to minor, 10.5–.18 
—injury to others, 10.19–.25 
Liability, 10.10 
Payment of guardian ad litem, 

10.26 
Procedural requirements, 10.2 
Proceeds, 10.13–.18 
Role of guardian ad litem, 10.4 
Structured, transfers, 10.17 
Timing, 10.7 
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Sexual Abuse, of Children, 2.13 
See also Abuse 
 
 
Skills 
Functional, 5.47 
 
Social Workers 
Contacting, 2.27, 2.41, 3.20, 4.7, 

4.28, 4.29, 4.85, 4.92, 4.100, 
4.119 

Substitution, 4.7 
 
Special Education 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.54, 4.56 
 
Spouse, Surviving 
Probate, 9.4 
Settlements on behalf of minors, 

10.21, 10.22 
 
Stepfamilies, 2.29 
 
Stipulations 
Commitment for mental illness, 

developmental disability, or 
drug dependence, 8.30 

Protective services or placement, 
7.31 

 
Stroke, 5.11 
 
Summons 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.14 
Termination of parental rights, 4.92 
 
Supervised Independent Living 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.47 
 
Supplemental Security Income, 

5.57 
 

Support Services 
See Services 
 
Supported Decision-Making 

Agreements, 5.21, 6.24, 7.22 
 
Survivors 
See Domestic Partner, Surviving; 

Spouse, Surviving 
 
 

T 
 

Teachers 
Contacting, 2.27, 2.41, 3.20 
 
Termination of Parental Rights 

(TPR), 4.88–.109 
Generally, 2.14 
Adoption, independent, 4.110–.121 
Appointment of guardian ad litem, 

4.4 
Armed services, parents in, 4.98 
Court report, 4.102 
Dispositional orders, 4.105 
Grounds, 4.28, 4.99, 4.100, 4.104, 

4.114 
Hearings. See Hearings 
Incompetent birth parents, 4.94, 

4.119 
Minor birth parents, 4.4, 4.94, 4.98, 

4.117 
Parental unfitness, finding, 4.101 
Petition, 4.91 
—adoption, independent, 4.113–

.114, 4.120 
—inclusion of grounds in CHIPS 

orders, 4.28 
—review by guardian ad litem, 4.7 
Status conference, 4.95 
Summary judgment, 4.99 
Voluntary, 4.98, 4.114, 4.116, 

4.120 
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Testimony 
See Evidence; Witnesses 
 
Time 
Children’s Code proceedings 
—generally, 4.20 
—adoption recommendation, 4.118 
—appeal, 4.37, 4.106 
—consent decree, 4.21 
—constructive notice, 4.92, 4.98 
—delays, continuances, and 

extensions, 4.20, 4.33, 4.95 
—dispositional orders, 4.28, 4.33, 

4.105 
—emergency custody hearing and 

petition, 4.11 
—guardian’s report, 4.105 
—hearings (adoption, 

independent), 4.116 
—hearings (CHIPS/UCHIPS), 

4.11, 4.22–.23, 4.37, 4.45 
—hearings (permanency), 4.42 
—hearings (TPR), 4.97, 4.100–.101 
—medical record, 4.84 
—permanency plan, 4.40–.41 
—placement, change in, 4.31 
—service, 4.92 
—records, inspection of, 4.19 
—rehearing, 4.37 
Commitment, 8.30 
—protective placement 

distinguished, 8.34 
Detoxification of minors, 8.11 
Discharge of minors, 8.14 
Effect on children, 2.27 
Emergency detention, 8.30 
—petition, 8.4 
ICWA. See Indian Child Welfare 

Act (ICWA) 
Nonprotesting voluntary admission, 

8.7–.9 
Protective placement, 7.9 
—commitment distinguished, 8.34 
—emergency, 7.20 
—hearing, 7.15 
—modification, 7.49 

—notice, 7.12 
—temporary, 8.35 
—termination proceedings, 7.50 
—transfers, 7.48 
Protective services 
—emergency, 7.19 
—psychotropic medication hearing, 

7.7 
—temporary, 8.35 
Surviving spouse’s elections, 9.4 
Voluntary admission of minors, 

8.12, 8.13 
 
Toddlers 
Generally, 2.7 
Effects of divorce on, 2.18 
 
Training 
Generally, 1.15 
Adult, 1.18 
Gaps, 1.19 
Minor, 1.16–.17 
—children’s court, 1.16 
—family court, 1.17 
 
Transcript 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.37 
 
Treatment 
See also Medication 
Agreements, psychiatric cases, 8.30 
Involuntary, 7.7, 8.32 
Minors, outpatient mental health, 

8.16–.18 
Plans, children or unborn children 

in need of protection or 
services, 4.29 

Rehabilitation and treatability 
considerations, 8.23 

Residential, 2.14 
Right to, 5.27, 5.30, 7.9, 8.37 
 
Trial 
See also Hearings 
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Children or unborn children in need 
of protection or services, 4.23 

Custody, legal, 3.22–.23 
Jury trial right and request 
—Children’s Code proceedings, 

4.22–.23, 4.97 
—commitment, 8.30 
Physical placement, 3.22–.23 
Termination of parental rights, 4.97 
 
Trusts, 9.2 
 
 

U 
 

Unborn Children in Need of 
Protection and Services 
(UCHIPS), 4.8–.64 

 
 

V 
 

Values, 5.14 
See also Best Interests 
 
Venue 
Adoption, independent, 4.113 
Children or unborn children in need 

of protection or services, 4.10 
Termination of parental rights, 4.89 
 
Visitation 
See also Physical Placement 
Generally, 2.28 
Actions requiring guardian ad 

litem, 3.2 
Children in need of protection or 

services, 4.28, 4.29, 4.48 
Minor guardianship, 4.82 
Third-party, 3.7 
 
Voluntary Admission 
Generally, 8.2–.15 
Minors, 8.10–.15 
Nonprotesting, 8.7–.9 

—incompetent persons, 8.5 
Rights, 8.4 
 
 

W 
 

Watts Reviews 
See Annual/Watts Reviews 
 
Witnesses 
Children, 3.23, 4.23 
Commitment hearings, 8.30 
Custody actions, 3.21, 3.23 
Duty to call and cross-examine, 3.5 
Guardian ad litem’s incapacity to 

act as, 1.10, 1.22, 3.5, 4.7, 4.44 
Guardianship proceedings, 6.34 
To interviews, 4.7 
Physical placement, 3.21, 3.23, 

7.15 
Protective services or placement, 

7.26, 7.31 
—transfers, 7.48 
 
Words and Phrases 
Aphasia, 5.11 
Autism spectrum disorder, 5.5 
Dementia, 5.11 
Guardian ad litem, 1.3 
Intellectual disability, 5.4 
Joint legal custody, 2.25 
Legal custody, 2.24, 3.7 
Like-kin, 2.14, 4.2 
Mental illness, 8.22 
Normalization, 5.14 
Parental unfitness, 4.101 
Permanency plan, 4.39 
Physical placement, 2.27, 3.7 
Serious and persistent mental 

illness, 5.8 
Sole legal custody, 2.26 
Special concern, 3.2 
 
Wrongful Death, 10.20–.23 
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