
© March 2022, State Bar of Wisconsin  vii 
G:\CLE\Books\Books\DISCOVERY\2006_Discovery\book7.discovery05.fin.doc 02/01/06 

 
 

About the Authors 

 
Thomas A. Bailey is retired, with homes in Wisconsin and Florida. Mr. Bailey received his B.S. and J.D. 
degrees from Marquette University and has been certified by the American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers as an arbitrator for family law cases. He has served as president of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers in Wisconsin, chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin Family Law Section, and 
president of the Milwaukee Bar Association. He has been a fellow in the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers since 1981. Attorney Bailey has been a frequent lecturer to lawyers and judges on 
family law subjects at State Bar and American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers seminars. 
 
Laura Lau is the judge for Waukesha County Circuit Court Branch 12. Before her election as a circuit 
court judge, she was a court commissioner for Waukesha County from 2001–18. She received her B.S. in 
finance from The Pennsylvania State University in 1985 and her J.D. from Marquette University Law 
School in 1988. She is a frequent lecturer at State Bar seminars, as well as civic and other community 
activities. She is the recipient of the Bar Association Community Service Award and has served on 
nonprofit boards for more than 25 years. She continues this involvement, with an emphasis on addressing 
mental health challenges in the community, and serves on the executive board for NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness). Ms. Lau is a member of the Waukesha County Bar Association and State Bar 
of Wisconsin. 
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