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About the Contributors

Alyssa M. Armbrust is an associate with Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC, Milwaukee. She graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 2014. Before joining Laffey, Leitner & Goode, 
Alyssa worked as a public defender in Washington County representing adult defendants, juveniles, 
and clients facing mental health commitments and then spent three years representing clients in 
personal-injury claims ranging from motor-vehicle accidents to dog-bite premises-liability matters. 
Alyssa interned for the Chief Justice of the Wisconsin Court of Appeals and has also worked for the 

 
David S. Blinka is a shareholder at Habush Habush & Rottier, S.C. Since 2012, he has worked in 

 personal-injury claims. He graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin Law School in 2012 and remains active in the legal community by serving 
on the board of the Dane County Bar Association and as a member of the Wisconsin Association for 
Justice.  
 
Shannon A. Conlin is associate general counsel at Dean Health Plan, Inc. Prior to joining Dean 
Health Plan, Inc., Shannon worked at the Wisconsin Department of Justice, where she concentrated 
in civil litigation, including taking cases to trial in both federal and state court. She graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School in 2012. 
 
Sarah Coyne is a partner in the health law group at Quarles & Brady LLP. Sarah has an active 
practice advising hospitals and other health-care providers on legal compliance across the board, 
including state and federal regulatory compliance. Sarah concentrates in practical proactive guidance 
to become and stay compliant, as well as handling citations and governmental investigations. Sarah 
has won numerous awards specific to health-care law. Sarah works closely with the Rural Wisconsin 
Health Cooperative and has served on the Board of the HIPAA Collaborative of Wisconsin since 
2004.  
 
Kaitlyn Fydenkevez is an associate in the health law group at Quarles & Brady LLP. Kaitlyn focuses 
her health law practice on assisting health-care providers with data privacy and security matters as 
well as fraud, waste, and abuse prevention and resolution. In addition, Kaitlyn advises clients on 
compliance with state, federal, and international non-health-specific data privacy and security issues, 
including those related to internet terms and conditions, privacy policies, and compliance with the 
California Consumer Privacy Act and the General Data Protection Regulation. Kaitlyn is a member 
of the Health & Life Sciences Practice Group and the Data Privacy & Security Practice Group.  
 
Victoria M. Karcher is a shareholder with Habush Habush & Ro
Wausau, Stevens Point, and Rhinelander offices. She received her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 2007 and her J.D. (magna cum laude) from the University of Wisconsin in 
2011. 
 
Benjamin W. Kuhlmann is an associate attorney at Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC, a nationally 
recognized litigation and trial firm located in the heart of Milwaukee in the Third Ward. He 
concentrates in a wide variety of civil litigation work, from commercial disputes to probate litigation. 
Ben graduated from the Case Western Reserve University School of Law and has clerked at the 
Wisconsin District III Court of Appeals. When not poring over legal manuscripts, Ben indulges in 
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his passions: running, cycling, and rewatching My Cousin Vinnie so he can emulate the best in the 
business. 
 
Riley C. Leonard is an attorney at Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs, Madison. He received his 
undergraduate degree from the University of Alaska Southeast and his J.D. (magna cum laude) from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School. His practice focuses on civil litigation. Mr. Leonard 
handles cases involving wrongful death, personal injury, medical malpractice, and employment law. 
He serves on the board of the State Bar of Wiscons e Section. Mr. Leonard 
has published articles in the Wisconsin International Law Journal and other publications. He is an 
avid traveler, cook, and sports enthusiast. 
 
Corey G. Lorenz is a shareholder in the Madison office of Habush Habush & Rottier, S.C. Her 
primary practice areas are personal injury, nursing home negligence, and product liability. 
Throughout her career, Corey has litigated matters in both state and federal court, ranging from 
individual injury claims to complex product-liability matters against large corporations. In this 
capacity, Corey has worked to represent plaintiffs throughout Wisconsin and across the country. She 
is involved in numerous organizations and has ser

 
Patricia Epstein Putney
firms. She concentrates in the defense of all types of civil litigation, including medical malpractice 
defense. Patricia graduated from Brooklyn Law School in 1989 and after starting her career in New 
York City has been in Madison since 1995. Patricia is past chair of the Litigation Section of the State 
Bar of Wisconsin and served on the Board of Governors for the State Bar from 2018 to 2022. She is 
currently chair of the Anti-Sexual Harassment Committee for the State Bar and also is on the board 
of directors for the Wisconsin Defense Counsel. 
 
Mehak Qureshi is an associate at Quarles & Brady LLP a

is focused on assisting health-care systems, 
including hospitals, critical access hospitals, and health-care clinics, on federal and state regulatory 
and compliance issues.  
 
Elizabeth D. Reeths is an attorney with the Wausau law firm of Klinner Kramer Shull LLP. She 
received a B.A. from the University of Michigan in 2008 and a J.D. from the University of Wisconsin 
in 2011. Ms. Reeths is a past treasurer of the State Bar of Wisconsin and a past chair of the State 

was the chair of the Young Lawyers Division of 
the Marathon County Bar Association from 2012 to 2015 and volunteered as a mock trial coach for 
D.C. Everest High School from 2016 to 2021. Ms. Reeths is licensed to practice in Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin. 
 
Amy M. Risseeuw practices in the personal-injury section of Peterson, Berk & Cross, S.C., in 
Appleton and Green Bay. She has tried many cases to verdict in multiple areas of personal-injury 
law, including automobile accidents, dog attacks, premises liability, and medical malpractice. Ms. 
Risseeuw has also handled numerous appellate matters, appearing in the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court, and the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. She is a member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, the Outagamie County Bar Association, the Wisconsin Association for 
Justice, and the American Board of Trial Advocates. Ms. Risseeuw received her J.D. (cum laude) 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School. 
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Eric J. Ryberg is a shareholder in the Madison office of Habush Habush & Rottier, S.C. He received 
his B.A. from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and his J.D. from the University 
of Wisconsin Law School. He serves on the board of
Litigation Section. He is a past president of the Dane County Bar Association. He is also a member 
of the Wisconsin Association for Justice and the American Association for Justice. He has 
represented many children in personal-injury-related matters. 
 
Pahoua Thao is a senior associate attorney with Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, where her practice 
focuses on general litigation, municipal litigation, and municipal law. Ms. Thao serves as a member 

r Committee. She received her law degree from 
Northern Illinois University. Ms. Thao is admitted to practice in Wisconsin, the U.S. District Courts 
for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin, and the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals.  
 
Clementine Uwabera is a senior associate attorney with the Madison law firm of Stafford 
Rosenbaum LLP. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin and her 
law degree from Florida State University. Ms. Uwabera concentrates her practice in the areas of 
litigation and municipal law. She is admitted to practice in Florida, Wisconsin, and the U.S. District 
Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin. Ms. Uwabera serves as the membership 
co-chair of the Dane County Bar Association. 
 
 


