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Craig W. Albee is the Executive Director at the Federal Defender Services of Wisconsin, Inc. From 
2000 to 2011, he was a partner in the criminal defense firm of Glynn, Fitzgerald & Albee. Before that he 
practiced with Shellow, Shellow & Glynn. Following his 1990 graduation from the University of 
Wisconsin Law School, he served as law clerk for Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice William A. Bablitch. 
 

Jennifer L. Amundsen is the founder and principal at Amundsen Law Firm, LLC. While she 
primarily practices in the areas of business, intellectual property, and technology, she has also developed 
a niche practice in canine and equine law, advising owners and breeders of companion animals (primarily 
dogs) and horses on issues pertaining to their businesses and hobbies. She has represented dog clubs and 
equine groups, veterinarians, and boarding facilities, and she is a frequent speaker on legal topics 
pertaining to animals. Ms. Amundsen is a 2003 graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School 
(J.D.) and a 1994 graduate of Kalamazoo College (B.A.). 
 

Kathleen R. Avoles is a shareholder with Bakke Norman, S.C., and a member of the trial and 
litigation team, representing clients in northwestern Wisconsin. Kate was admitted to practice law in 2007 
and concentrates in family law, employment law, and civil litigation. Her family-law focus involves 
divorce and post-divorce matters, custody disputes, and paternity actions. She received her J.D. from 
William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota, and was the recipient of the 2012 Martin 
Hanson Advocate’s Prize by the Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers for successful 
defense at trial charging criminal homicide. Ms. Avoles was elected in 2013 as the St. Croix County Bar 
representative to the Criminal Justice Collaborating Council and now serves as executive vice chair. She 
previously served on the board of the St. Croix Valley Bar Association and regularly volunteers her time 
at the free legal clinics in her community and surrounding counties. 
 

Richard L. Binder retired as a partner of Rohde Dales, LLP, in Sheboygan. He received his B.A. 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1971 and his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1973. For 
more than 20 years, he was the reporter for the Solo/Small Firm & General Practice News. 
 

Daniel A. Blasiole, Ph.D., is a patent agent in the Intellectual Property Practice Group at the Madison 
office of DeWitt LLP. He received his Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and is registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. His practice concentrates on 
patent prosecution, particularly in the area of biotechnology and medical-related technology. 
 

Jesse B. Blocher is a shareholder at Habush Habush & Rottier S.C.® and focuses his practice on 
personal-injury claims. Mr. Blocher is a Board Certified Civil Trial Advocate by the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy. His litigation, trial, and appellate experience spans a broad range of civil matters 
including cases arising out of automobile accidents, premises liability, environmental pollution, products 
liability, and insurance coverage. Mr. Blocher is a summa cum laude graduate of Marquette University 
Law School. 
 

Bruce T. Block is a shareholder in the Milwaukee office of Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c., where 
he serves as chair of the firm’s real estate department. He received his undergraduate degree in 1976 from 
the University of Wisconsin and his law degree in 1979 from Boston University. He is a member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Bar Association, and American College of Real Estate Lawyers. Mr. 
Block has lectured extensively on numerous real estate-related issues, with particular emphasis on zoning 
and land use, tax incremental finance, historic preservation, and affordable housing. He is a member of 
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the Greater Milwaukee Committee, a trustee of the Public Policy Forum, and chair of the UWM Real 
Estate Foundation. 
 

Kyle G. Borkenhagen is a partner with the firm of Rohde Dales, LLP, in Sheboygan. He received his 
B.A. from U.W.-Stevens Point in 2008 and his J.D. from Indiana University in 2010. His practice 
primarily focuses on personal-injury cases, insurance disputes, and commercial litigation. 
 

Drew Cochrane is Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel for the New Glarus Brewing 
Company. He previously spent 15 years in private practice, including 11 years with the Madison office of 
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, where he was a Senior Partner and a member of the firm’s board of directors. 
Mr. Cochrane received his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Wisconsin in 1994 and 
1999, respectively. Before entering private practice, Mr. Cochrane interned with the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court and worked as a law clerk in the Wisconsin Governor’s Office and as a legislative aide in the 
Wisconsin State Assembly. 
 

Kyle W. Engelke is a partner with the Madison law firm of Stafford Rosenbaum LLP. He received his 
undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Wisconsin. Mr. Engelke is a trial lawyer whose 
practice includes litigating commercial matters involving shareholder disputes and claims of tortious 
interference and misappropriation of trade secrets. Mr. Engelke is a member of the James E. Doyle 
American Inn of Court, appointee to the State Bar of Wisconsin Bench and Bar Committee, and 
president-elect of the Dane County Bar Association. 
 

Jennifer L. Gregor is a shareholder in the Madison office of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. As a versatile 
intellectual property (IP) lawyer, she advises companies on their IP portfolios and disputes. She received 
her bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2000, majoring in bacteriology and 
entomology. Jennifer received her J.D. from DePaul University College of Law in 2005. She is the chair 
of the firm’s Intellectual Property Litigation group. Ms. Gregor is a past-president of the Western District 
of Wisconsin Bar Association and has significant experience in intellectual property litigation, including 
copyright, patent, trademark, advertising, unfair competition, right of publicity, and trade secret cases. 
She is also active in the International Trademark Association and numerous community organizations. 
 

Shawna Guinn is an assistant corporation counsel in the Dane County Corporation Counsel’s Office. 
She handles CHIPs and TPR cases. 
 

Michael S. Heffernan practiced for many years with Foley & Lardner, LLP. Now retired, he limits 
his practice to appellate consultation and divorce mediation. He received his B.A. and J.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and served as a law clerk for the Wisconsin Supreme Court and as staff 
attorney for the Wisconsin Court of Appeals. Mr. Heffernan was a coauthor of the first edition of 
Appellate Practice and Procedure in Wisconsin in 1986 and has written all of the annual updates. Mr. 
Heffernan is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin. He is also a member of the Appellate Practice 
Section of the State Bar and a past chair of the section. 
 

Margaret Wrenn Hickey practices in the areas of divorce, family law, and elder law, including trusts 
for disabled persons, Title 19, and guardianships. She is a shareholder with Becker, Hickey & Poster, 
S.C., Milwaukee, and received her B.A. from Marquette University (1982, summa cum laude), where she 
was Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School (1986, cum laude). 
Margaret is president-elect of the State Bar of Wisconsin. She served on the State Bar of Wisconsin Board 
of Governors (2005–15; Chair, 2006–07, Treasurer, 2009–11), is on the Diversity and Inclusion Oversight 
Committee and the Leadership Development Committee, and has been chair of the Elder Law and Special 
Needs Section and Family Law Section boards. She is a past president of the Milwaukee Bar Association. 
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Margaret lectures frequently on elder law and family law at local, state, and national bar meetings and to 
community groups. Margaret is a member of the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Wisconsin, 
the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Waukesha Bar Association, the National Academy of Elder Law 
Attorneys, and the Association for Women Lawyers and is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and 
the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. 
 

Christopher J. Hussin is a partner in and chair of the Patent, Trademark and Copyright Team of the 
Madison law firm of Boardman & Clark LLP. Chris focuses on all areas of patent, trademark, and 
copyright law and manages the trademark portfolios of a number of international companies. He assists 
clients in brand development and management, the selection and clearance of trademarks, the registration 
and enforcement of trademarks and copyrights in the United States and internationally, and in intellectual 
property-related litigation. He is also experienced in drafting licenses, assignments, and other intellectual 
property-related contracts and business documents. Chris received his B.S. in civil engineering from the 
University of Wisconsin and his law degree from the University of Denver College of Law. 
 

Evan Knupp is a partner in the law firm of Roney & Knupp, LLC in Milwaukee. He received his 
B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. from Marquette Law School. He is a 
member of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Mr. Knupp has practiced landlord-tenant law in the Milwaukee 
area for over 10 years, representing both landlords and tenants. 
 

Benjamin T. Kurten chairs Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.’s Immigration Law Group and is a 
shareholder in the firm’s Labor and Employment and International Practices. Ben has over 21 years of 
immigration law experience and represents both large and small clients across the country in a variety of 
industries, including manufacturing, health care, financial services, technology, entertainment, consumer 
goods, and agriculture. His work includes assisting clients with navigating the immigration regulations to 
be able to employ foreign-born talent as well as to ensure their compliance with U.S. immigration 
regulations. He also regularly assists clients with family-based immigration matters as well as 
naturalization and citizenship matters. Ben has successfully argued removal, asylum, and employment 
cases before the Executive Office for Immigration Review, Board of Immigration Appeals, and the 
Administrative Appeals Office. In addition, Ben is a member of the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association, is a frequent speaker and panelist on the topic of immigration, has written numerous articles 
that have been published in professional journals as well as online, and has edited the Immigration Law 
chapter of the Wisconsin Attorney’s Desk Reference for many years. Ben graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin Law School in 1997 and lives in Grafton with his wife and two sons.  
 

Gabriela A. Leija is an Associate Federal Defender at the Federal Defender Services of Wisconsin, 
Inc. From 2005 to 2012, she worked for the Wisconsin State Public Defender in various administrative 
and client services roles for the Milwaukee Trial and Appellate offices. Following her graduation from 
Marquette University Law School in the fall of 2014, she returned to the Wisconsin State Public 
Defender’s office as a trial attorney before joining the Federal Defender Office in 2016. 
 

Eric W. Lengell is an attorney with Zilske Law Firm S.C. He assists employers, insurance carriers, 
and third-party administrators with all phases of worker’s compensation, from initial claim handling 
through formal hearings and appeals. He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
Marquette University Law School, where he served on the Marquette Law Review. 
 

Emily G. Loe is an associate at Hale, Skemp, Hanson, Skemp & Sleik in La Crosse, Wisconsin. She 
currently handles probate, trust administration, estate planning, and elder law matters. She is a graduate of 
Minnesota State University in Mankato and Marquette University Law School. She previously served as a 
legislative aide for nearly 10 years in the Wisconsin State Assembly. She has presented to state and local 
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groups on a wide range of matters pertaining to probate, estate planning, and elder law. She is also a 
volunteer for Wills for Heroes and the Alzheimer’s Association Wisconsin Chapter. 
 

Jack Longert is in private practice with a primary concentration in advocating for disabled and low-
income individuals seeking government benefits. He also currently works as a consultant with the TMG 
IRIS program in southwestern Wisconsin. He was executive director of the Wisconsin Pooled and 
Community Trust organization (WisPACT, Inc.) from May 2007 through November 2010. He has a B.A. 
and B.S. from the State University of New York at Buffalo and a J.D. from the University of Illinois 
College of Law in 1978. Mr. Longert practiced for more than 20 years in various Legal Aid and Legal 
Services programs in Wisconsin and North Dakota and also served as an Assistant Clinical Professor at 
the University of Wisconsin Law School. His practice included the areas of guardianship and protective 
placement while serving as a staff guardian ad litem and civil commitment defense counsel for the Legal 
Aid Society of Milwaukee and working with law students to represent patients at the Mendota Mental 
Health Institute. Mr. Longert also managed the operations of the Men’s Drop-In Shelter and related 
facilities in Madison from 2002 to 2007. 
 

Steven W. Martin retired as a shareholder in the law firm of Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c., in 
Waukesha. He received his B.A. from the University of Illinois and his J.D. from the University of 
Wisconsin. He is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Mr. Martin is a coauthor of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin’s Wisconsin Construction Lien Law Handbook. 
 

Amanda R. Rabe Mayer is the Civil Unit Lead Attorney at Wisconsin Judicare, Inc. in Wausau, 
Wisconsin. Her practice includes a variety of areas, including family law, crime victim rights, and public 
benefits. Ms. Mayer supervises a clinic for pro se divorce litigants and works closely with community 
agencies in the Judicare service area to provide services to victims and survivors of domestic abuse and 
sexual assault. She is the immediate past chair of the Public Interest Law Section. Before coming to 
Judicare, she worked at a nonprofit in Milwaukee with a focus on family law for low-income and indigent 
individuals. She received her undergraduate degree in Political Theory and Constitutional Democracy 
from Michigan State University and her law degree from Marquette University Law School in 2012. 
 

Avery J. Mayne is an elder and special needs law attorney and partner at Walny Legal Group LLC, 
Milwaukee. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Missouri and her law degree 
from Marquette University Law School. Ms. Mayne focuses her practice on issues of asset protection, 
public benefit qualification and appeals, guardianships and protective placements, and financial 
exploitation of elderly persons and persons with disabilities. She has practiced in the area of 
guardianships throughout her career, serving as petitioner, advocate counsel, guardian ad litem, and 
guardian of the estate. 
 

Joseph T. Miotke is a registered patent attorney, patent litigator, and partner with DeWitt LLP, one of 
Wisconsin’s largest law firms. He practices in the intellectual property (IP) area with experience in patent, 
trademark, copyright, and trade secret matters. He is a frequent author and speaker to international 
audiences regarding IP licensing, IP monetization, patent litigation, ethics, and other IP-related topics. He 
earned his B.S. in civil engineering from Marquette University and graduated magna cum laude from 
Marquette University Law School.  
 

Robert J. Misey is an emeritus member of the State Bar of Wisconsin and is a past chair of the 
General Practice Section. He received his A.B. from Dartmouth College and LL.B. from Harvard 
University.  
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Robert J. Misey, Jr. is a shareholder at Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c., in Milwaukee. He received 
his M.B.A. from Vanderbilt University’s Owen Graduate School of Management, his J.D. from 
Vanderbilt University School of Law, and his LL.M. from Georgetown University Law Center. He was 
previously with the I.R.S. Chief Counsel and is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the California 
Bar Association, and the District of Columbia Bar Association. A frequent writer and speaker on taxation 
and ethics, Mr. Misey has presented at continuing education programs in many states and countries. 
 

Teresa A. Mueller is Labor Relations Counsel for Brand Industrial Services, LLC, a multi-service 
contractor offering expertise in access, scaffolding, insulation, fireproofing, forming and shoring, surface 
preparation and coatings serving the petrochemical, oil and gas, power, refining, marine, manufacturing, 
transportation, and commercial construction industries worldwide. Ms. Mueller received her B.S. from 
Edgewood College in 1989 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1992. She is a member of 
the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Construction & Public Contract Law and Labor & Employment Law 
sections, a member of the Dane County Bar Association, and a past member of the National Association 
of Women in Construction and the Associated General Contractors of America’s Labor & Employment 
Law Council. 
 

Brittany S. Ogden is a partner at the Madison office of Quarles & Brady, LLP and the chair of its 
Wisconsin offices’ Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditor’s Rights Practice Group. With her commercial 
litigation and bankruptcy practice in state and federal courts, she focuses on creditor’s rights work, 
regularly representing financial institutions, equipment finance companies, secured and unsecured 
creditors, loan servicers, trustees, and creditor committees. She is commonly involved with Chapter 7, 11, 
12, and 13 bankruptcy proceedings and receiverships, including cases under Wis. Stat. ch. 128. She 
routinely represents clients in the agricultural industry. Ms. Ogden obtained her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and graduated from the Syracuse University College of Law. 
She is admitted to practice law in the state of New York, the state of Wisconsin, the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of New York, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts 
of Wisconsin. She is a member of the American Bar Association, the American Bankruptcy Institute, 
Turnaround Management Association, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation, and the James E. Doyle American Inn of Court. She is an active member of the Equipment 
Leasing and Finance Association, serving as a co-chair for its Amicus Brief Committee and a member of 
its Service Provider’s Committee. 
 

Chinonso I. Osuji is an attorney in Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren’s real estate practice. Ms. Osuji was 
a summer associate at Reinhart in 2018 and 2019. During law school, she served as a research assistant at 
Marquette University Law School for multiple professors and volunteered at the Marquette Volunteer 
Legal Clinic and Legal Action of Wisconsin’s U-Visa project. She also served as a legal intern for the 
Marquette Legal Initiative for Nonprofit Corporations. Before law school, she was a congressional intern 
at the U.S. House of Representatives for the office of Representative Beto O’Rourke. 
 

Eve Dennison Pollock is a 1999 graduate of the University of the Wisconsin Law School and holds a 
B.A. from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. She has been in private practice with W.R. Stewart & 
Associates, S.C. in Madison since 2000. Since 2005, Ms. Pollock has served on the Dane County contract 
for guardians ad litem in minor and adult guardianship, matters in juvenile court, and paternity actions. 
She currently serves as the GAL liaison, managing relations between the contract guardians ad litem and 
the judges and court system, and maintains a private practice focusing on guardian ad litem work in 
family court. Ms. Dennison Pollock is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin and its sections on Family 
Law and Children & the Law. She has presented on guardian ad litem work in Wisconsin at several 
conferences, State Bar of Wisconsin seminars, and various trainings. 
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Heather B. Poster is a shareholder with Becker, Hickey & Poster, S.C., Milwaukee, and practices 
family law, estate planning, and elder law, including trusts for disabled persons, Title 19 planning, and 
guardianship. She received her B.A. in behavioral science from the University of Wisconsin in 1999 (with 
distinction) and her J.D. from Marquette Law School in 2002. Ms. Poster is a member of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin Elder Law and Special Needs Section board. She is the past chair (2007, 2012) of the board for 
WisPACT, Inc., the nonprofit organization that oversees pooled and community trusts for elderly and 
disabled persons, and is a frequent contributor to the Elder Law & Special Needs Journal of Wisconsin. 
Ms. Poster is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Association 
for Women Lawyers, and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorney’s Steering Committee on Trusts 
and Special Needs Trusts. She lectures extensively on Title 19 (Medicaid) planning for disabled and 
elderly persons, special needs and pooled trust planning, and guardianship and advanced directive issues. 
 

Roy L. Prange, Jr. is a retired partner who practiced in the Madison office of Quarles & Brady, LLP. 
He received his B.A. from the University of Iowa, his M.A. from the Ohio State University, and his J.D. 
from the University of Wisconsin. Mr. Prange has lectured at the University of Wisconsin Law School 
and State Bar of Wisconsin seminars and has also given presentations to various credit groups. He is a 
member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, a fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, and former 
director and chair of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights Section of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin. 
 

Amanda Ramaker is an assistant corporation counsel in the Dane County Corporation Counsel’s 
Office. She handles CHIPs, TPR, and chapter 48 guardianship cases. 
 

Eliza M. Reyes is an attorney in the Madison office of Steinhilber Swanson LLP. Since 2005, her 
practice has focused on financial matters, primarily representation of debtors, creditors, trustees, 
landlords, tenants, investors, and most other parties in interest with issues before the bankruptcy, federal, 
and state courts; including individual and commercial bankruptcy filings under Chapters 7, 13, 12, and 
11; objections to discharge; fraudulent transfer issues; asset valuation issues; adversary proceedings; 
defense of foreclosure actions; debt collection; contract disputes; real estate matters; and individual, 
agricultural and commercial reorganizations. She is a member of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency, and 
Creditors’ Rights Section and the Solo and Small Firm Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Ms. Reyes 
has also been a presenter at conferences on various topics related to financial matters and bankruptcy and 
is an author for two State Bar of Wisconsin publications: the Creditor/Debtor Chapter of the Wisconsin 
Attorney’s Desk Reference and the Creditors’ Rights & Remedies chapter of Marital Property Law in 
Wisconsin. Ms. Reyes is a 1991 graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with a degree in 
mass communication/journalism, and she received her J.D. from the John Marshall Law School in 1997. 
 

Theresa L. Roetter is a partner at DeWitt LLP in Madison, Wisconsin. She has practiced law in 
Madison since 1999 and began her legal career in Green and Lafayette Counties. She received her B.A. 
from St. Norbert College, with honors, in 1988 and her J.D. from Marquette University in 1993. Ms. 
Roetter focuses her practice on adoption, surrogacy, guardianship, and other family law matters related to 
children. She has served as counsel in hundreds of adoptions and is a fellow, past board member, and past 
vice president of the Academy of Adoption and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys. In 2012, Ms. Roetter 
received the governor’s “Champion of Adoption” award and was named an “Angel in Adoption” by the 
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute in Washington, D.C. She is an active member of the State 
Bar of Wisconsin, serving the Children & the Law Section on its legislative committee, and as a former 
board member and past section chair. 
 

Patrick M. Roney is a partner at the Milwaukee firm of Roney & Knupp, LLC. He received his B.A. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2000, and his J.D. from Marquette University in 2004. 
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He worked as an associate attorney for an insurance defense litigation firm through 2008. In 2009, he 
started his own real estate and general litigation firm. He has been practicing landlord-tenant law since 
2009. 
 

Kyle R. Schaffer is a member of the Bakke Norman, S.C., trial and litigation team. He received his 
J.D. from the University of St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and was admitted to 
practice law in Wisconsin in 2016. Mr. Schaffer practices primarily in family law, construction law, and 
civil litigation. His family practice involves divorce and postdivorce matters, custody disputes, and 
paternity actions. Mr. Schaffer is an active member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the St. Croix Valley 
Bar Association, and the American Legion Butler-Harmon Post 80. A veteran of the war in Afghanistan, 
he also enjoys serving his community and his country as an infantry company commander in the 
Wisconsin Army National Guard. 
 

Timothy G. Schally is a partner with and chair of the Tax Practice Group of Michael Best & Friedrich 
LLP. He received his law degree from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1985. He is a former 
chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Tax Section and has lectured and written on a wide variety of tax 
subjects, including income, property, sales, and use taxes. His publications include Tax Consequences of 
Contingent Payment Transactions and The Complete Guide to Wisconsin Sales and Use Taxes. He has 
also served as an adjunct faculty member in tax law at the University of Wisconsin Law School, where he 
taught courses in the federal income taxation of corporations. 
 

Madeline Schlederer is an associate in the Milwaukee office of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. She received 
her bachelor’s degree from the Purdue University in 2013, majoring in civil engineering. Ms. Schlederer 
received her J.D. from Indiana University College of Law in 2017. She has experience in intellectual 
property prosecution and litigation, particularly with respect to copyrights, patents, trademarks, privacy 
and rights of publicity, and unfair competition. 
 

Tracey L. Schwalbe is the former general counsel for the Wisconsin Labor and Industry Review 
Commission in Madison. She was formerly the unemployment insurance research attorney for the 
Division of Unemployment Insurance in the Department of Workforce Development. Before her state 
service, she worked in private practice for many years. She received her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School. She is a member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, a member and past chair of the Indian Law Section, and past president of the 
Green County Bar Association. 
 

Megan L. Sprecher is a graduate of Indiana University-Bloomington and the University of St. 
Thomas School of Law. She is a Staff Attorney with Legal Action of Wisconsin, where she works on 
barriers to employment issues. Before joining Legal Action, Ms. Sprecher was the Immigration and 
Poverty Law Attorney at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, and a Senior Attorney for the Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. She serves on the Department of 
Children and Families’ Domestic Violence Taskforce. 
 

Gary S. Stanislawski is a shareholder with the Zilske Law Firm, S.C., in Brookfield, Wisconsin. He 
received his B.A., in 1994, and his J.D., in 1997, from Marquette University. His practice concentrates on 
defending worker’s compensation claims and advising clients on related issues. He is a member of the 
Defense Research Institute. 
 

John C. Talis is an assistant corporation counsel for Dane County. From 1991 to 2001, he was in 
private practice. He has been an assistant corporation counsel for Dane County since 2001, where he has 
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been responsible for numerous CHIPS, TPR, and guardianship cases. He is a member of the State Bar 
Children & the Law Section. 
 

Lawrence Alan Towers is in private practice in Milwaukee. He was formerly a law professor at 
Marquette University Law School, where he taught civil procedure and trial-related courses. He received 
his A.B. from Kenyon College in 1974, his M.P.A. from California State University in 1978, and his J.D. 
from Hastings College of the Law in 1981. He has given presentations and written extensively on the 
subject of automobile warranty law, authored several amicus curiae briefs, and represented the successful 
appellants in Vultaggio v. General Motors Corp., 145 Wis. 2d 874 (Ct. App. 1988), and Dobbratz v. 
PACCAR, Inc., 2002 WI App 138, 256 Wis. 2d 205. 
 

Meg Vergeront is the General Counsel for the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs. She 
previously was a partner with the Madison law firm of Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, where she focused on 
employment law. She received her undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Wisconsin in 
1989 and 1993, respectively. Ms. Vergeront is a member of the American Bar Association, the State Bar 
of Wisconsin, the Dane County Bar Association, and the Western District of Wisconsin Bar Association. 
 

Heidi Acker Yelk is the deputy law librarian and director of reference services at the Wisconsin State 
Law Library. Before joining the Wisconsin State Law Library, she worked as a law firm librarian. She 
received her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin and her master’s degree in library and information 
science from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She has served as a member of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin’s Staff-Client Education Committee. She is a frequent contributor to Legal Information Alert 
and writes extensively on computer-assisted legal research. 
 

Peter M. Young is a shareholder at Habush Habush & Rottier S.C.®, where he represents injured 
people and their loved ones. He has tried cases throughout Wisconsin and has represented people 
throughout the United States. He practices in the areas of personal injury, product liability, and nursing 
home negligence. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with degrees in legal studies 
and political science and earned a J.D. from Marquette University Law School.  
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