About the Authors

Melinda A. Bialzik is a shareholder with the Milwaukee law firm of Kohner, Mann & Kailas, S.C.,
focusing on business and commercial litigation and estate planning. She is a member of the Thomas E.
Fairchild Chapter of the American Inns of Court and has served as a committee chair and member of the
board of the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association.

Ryan M. Billings is a shareholder and the chair of litigation with the Milwaukee law firm of Kohner,
Mann & Kailas, S.C. Mr. Billings began his career in New York and represents clients throughout the
nation and internationally in complex litigation, appeals, and alternative dispute resolution. He is a
member of the State Bar of Wisconsin Board of Governors, the vice chair of the Board of Governors
Policy Committee, and the Board of Governors’ liaison to the State Bar’s Business Law Section. Mr.
Billings is an active member of the American Bar Association, the Milwaukee Bar Association, the
Seventh Circuit Bar Association, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association, and the Thomas E.
Fairchild Chapter of the American Inns of Court. He has lectured and written extensively on emerging
discovery law and practices, including for the Wisconsin Lawyer magazine and the Wisconsin Law
Journal.

Donald A. Daugherty, Jr., is a senior attorney for the Institute of Free Speech. He previously was a
shareholder with the Milwaukee office of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C., where his practice focused on business
litigation. Mr. Daugherty received his B.A. from the University of Virginia and his J.D. from
Northwestern University Law School. Before entering private practice, he served as law clerk to the
Honorable Roger J. Miner of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. He has been on the boards
of numerous local civic and charitable organizations, including the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar
Association. Mr. Daugherty currently serves by appointment by the Wisconsin Supreme Court on the
Judicial Commission and Office of Lawyer Regulation’s Preliminary Review Committee. He has been
admitted to practice before federal district courts across the country, including the Eastern and Western
Districts of Wisconsin, as well as the Second, Seventh, Ninth, and Federal Circuits and the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Alec Dobson is chair of the health care practice group at Davis|Kuelthau, s.c., working in the
Milwaukee office. He represents nursing homes, hospitals, and other providers of health care and long-
term care in litigation and regulatory matters. He earned his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law
School and his undergraduate degree from Marquette University. Before practicing law he was a
newspaper journalist.

Timothy W. Feeley is a shareholder at the Milwaukee office of Hall, Render, Killian, Heath &
Lyman, P.C., a national law firm with offices in Anchorage, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Indianapolis,
Milwaukee, Raleigh, Seattle, and Washington, D.C. He received his B.A. (cum laude) from Marquette
University in 1989 and his J.D. (cum laude) from Marquette University Law School in 1992. He served as
a judicial law clerk for the Wisconsin Court of Appeals from 1992 to 1994. He is licensed to practice in
federal and state courts in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Mr. Feeley’s practice
involves the representation of health-care clients, including hospitals, physician groups, nursing homes,
and other licensed health-care professionals with regard to health-care regulatory issues; qui tam actions
and complaints filed under the False Claims Act; ERISA; labor and employment matters; insurance;
medical staff disputes and bylaws; and issues relating to employees’ post-termination restrictive
covenants.

© November 2021, State Bar of Wisconsin vii



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Robert L. Gegios is a shareholder with the Milwaukee law firm of Kohner, Mann & Kailas, S.C., and
concentrates his practice in business and commercial litigation, alternative dispute resolution, and general
counseling in national and international settings. He is a former president of the Eastern District of
Wisconsin Bar Association and of the Thomas E. Fairchild Chapter of the American Inns of Court and a
former Wisconsin co-chair of the Fellows of the American Bar Foundation. Mr. Gegios has held
numerous leadership positions within the American Bar Association and other professional organizations.

Robert L. Jaskulski is a shareholder with Habush Habush & Rottier S.C., practicing in Milwaukee,
Waukesha, and West Bend. He received his B.A. (magna cum laude) from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee in 1985. He graduated cum laude from Marquette University Law School in 1988. He is a
member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, for which he served as chair of the Litigation Section board; the
Milwaukee Bar Association; and the American Association for Justice, for which he serves on the board
of governors. He is also an Associate of the American Board of Trial Advocates and a Fellow in the
International Society of Barristers. He is a member and on the board of the Wisconsin Association for
Justice, for which he served as president in 2007. He has been certified as a Civil Trial Specialist by the
National Board of Trial Advocacy. He is a frequent lecturer throughout Wisconsin on the subject of trial
advocacy and is the author of the chapter on jury selection in Eric L. Andrews et al., Wisconsin Trial
Practice (State Bar of Wis. 4th ed. 2019 & Supp.), and the chapter on physical, mental, and vocational
examinations in Melinda Bialzik et al., Wisconsin Discovery Law and Practice (State Bar of Wis. 5th ed.
2017 & Supp.).

David E. McFarlane is a shareholder in Bell, Moore & Richter, S.C., Madison, where he practices in
medical malpractice defense, civil litigation, insurance defense, and employment defense. He received his
B.S. from the University of Wisconsin and his J.D. (with honors) from the University of Wisconsin Law
School. Mr. McFarlane’s primary area of practice is the defense of complex medical malpractice cases
and business litigation in which expert witnesses play a key role. He is a member of the Dane County Bar
Association, the Defense Research Institute, and the State Bar of Wisconsin, and he is admitted to
practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Deborah C. Meiners is a partner in the Madison office of DeWitt LLP, practicing litigation in
complex commercial, insurance coverage, transportation, real estate, and construction matters. Ms.
Meiners received her undergraduate degree with distinction from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in
2004 and received both an M.A. in history and a J.D., magna cum laude, Order of the Coif, from the
University of Wisconsin in 2008. She is admitted to practice in Wisconsin state courts, in the U.S. District
Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin, and before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Circuits.

Chelsey B. Metcalf is a federal law clerk in Chicago. She is also a former associate with Foley &
Lardner LLP in its business litigation and dispute resolution practice group. She is a 2015 graduate of the
University of Wisconsin Law School.

Shane T. Roeber is an analyst for a mid-sized pharmacy benefits manager, where he is responsible for
ensuring compliance with state law for the western United States. His areas of practice include pharmacy
law, pharmacy benefits law, ERISA, and contract law. He earned his J.D. from Marquette University Law
School and his undergraduate degree from Ripon College. He also has experience in litigation and
nursing-home defense.

Matthew Stippich is a principal, general counsel, and president of professional services for Digital
Intelligence, a provider of digital forensic and e-discovery services, training, and equipment. He advises

viil © November 2021, State Bar of Wisconsin



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

on, implements, and performs strategies relating to electronically stored information (ESI) for a wide
range of clients, and he focuses on managing costs associated with the preservation, searching, and
production of ESI in litigation as well as for internal investigations. Mr. Stippich works extensively with
corporate legal and IT teams to develop proactive best practices for managing ESI issues associated with
litigation, employment, and security events. Past projects have included developing and implementing
ESI strategies in response to U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission and U.S. Department of Justice
investigations of potential violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act in more than 40 countries. Mr.
Stippich frequently writes and speaks on topics related to e-discovery and digital forensics. He is an
adjunct professor of law at Marquette University Law School, where he teaches a class on electronic
discovery and digital evidence. He is also a partner in the Milwaukee-based law firm of Stippich Selin &
Cain. Mr. Stippich received his J.D. from Marquette University and his undergraduate degree from
Grinnell College.

Barret V. Van Sicklen is the co-chair of the litigation practice group at DeWitt LLP. Barret has a
diverse practice, focusing primarily on complex business disputes and labor and employment litigation.
Barret provides skilled representation to his clients in state and federal courts, as well as before various
administrative agencies. He has handled a wide array of general commercial litigation matters. He assists
companies with the diverse and evolving legal problems they may face, including shareholder and
partnership disputes, contract issues, indemnification, collecting on unpaid accounts, landlord-tenant
matters, theft of company information, and insurance coverage issues. His labor and employment practice
consists primarily of representing employers in hiring, firing, wage and hour, and discrimination litigation
and working with employers to develop best practices to avoid such disputes. He has significant
experience litigating the enforceability of noncompetition, nonsolicitation, and confidentiality
agreements. Barret is admitted to practice in Wisconsin, as well as the Eastern and Western Districts of
Wisconsin and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. He received his B.A. from the
University of Chicago and his law degree from the University of Wisconsin.

Past Authors

Richard L. Bolton
Marilyn M. Carroll
James R. Cole
Robert B. Corris
Stephen A. DiTullio
Merrick R. Domnitz
Margaret Grabowski
Jeffrey A. Kaczmarski
Jennifer J. Kopp
Mark M. Leitner
John W. Markson
Deborah K. Scheid
Sheila M. Sullivan
Stephen D.R. Taylor
Mark S. Young

© November 2021, State Bar of Wisconsin iX






	Blank Page

